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1 • . J>oea ·the ~igbt to know" law gu.rant.ee eJl4 protect the 
right of tbe audionce group to use recording deviceo during 
an "open" public ineoting? Yes, sul)j.ec:t to certain statutory 
exceptions.. • 

. 2. Are tho~e any limitations that may be imposed upon tho 
use of recording device• by the aud..ienae gJ:OUp at a public 
heuint? 'l'be~ is one spocific: limitation, (1 M.R.s.A. S 403) 
limiting pl,1blio nc:ozd maldng to activity which "does not inteJ:'fere 
with :the o~erly conduct of (thoJ pi-oceodings". • 

The' statutory liiaitation_prohibit;ing the audienco, in its reciord 
maki.ng a~iv.ii,ty, frOII J.ntede>:in,,r with the ••orderly c:onduct" Qf • the • 
p~eed.inga may not 'bo imposed. _41scrimina~ively or amitrarily. • 'lhe 
•tatuee n,eans siJlll)ly 'tbat·the ~~••4i.n9 must bo.allowod to pJ:'Q9'ress 
in an orderly faabion. To the e~ent ~t· the.a\KU.enae record making 
activi~y interfen• with tho orierly oo:nd~ct of tho proaeeding, such 
i-eCQrd · Jlijl]dng- ecti vi ty uy be restricted. or J?i:oh:ibi tec.'l. . 

. ' 

'L'he same "ord~rly ocmcSuc:t" stlmdard agpliee to rules·and . 
nguletion• promulgated. by the body hold.ingtha publia proccecU,ngs. Sw:: 
rules and "gulationa directed at limiting·t.~ right of tho publio to . 
make its OWA record of 119ency pi-oce-Ungs must be deuignod to preao~e 
the •~rderly ccm4uctf· of the pi:ocoe4inga, not aa e ba~rior to publ1q 
knowl&~fo. '?be nle...-and regulation.a pl:CICDulwated. by u body bo1411\9' 
public bearing'aW!'thin.ille ocope o.f .!1 M.a.s.A. ·s 403, the so~alled 
"riqht to 'Jcnow" law. sbould take i!nto account equipqent iii oammon • 
uaoage and the dist\U'banoea and .incoiavoniencea which may ~osult fJ:'OII). 
the uae of such equ.i,Pment, mid then, with ta1~ m,,4 evGn application, 
establish auc:h·r:estriot.iona as·uy be neco•aaxy to tbe "o:i:derly 
con4uc:t~ pf the p~eo4i.Dg"ISe 1 

ROBBa'l' J. STOLT 
Assistant Attomey General 

nJS/bl!i 


