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OPINION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

c.r~(.... j~~ April 3, 1~74 :: 

~o :Ernest ff •. Johnson, State~ Aaaeaaor Durea~ ot Taxation 

liureau ot ?axation 
' 

Sub3eot: Supplemental A•••••menta 1n Unorgan1aed Territory 

SYLLABUS: 

36 M.R.S.A. SECTION 101 AUTHORIZES i'liE STATE TAX ASSEaSOR TO 
MAKE SUPPLJ:;HEN'l'ARY ASSESSMENTS OP ANY STATE, COUHTY OR POR.i:;S'rHY 
DISTRICT TAXES, IF JUSTICE REQUIRES. ·wHERE THE ORIGINAL ASSESSMi.NT 
WAS REQUIRED '1'0 iii MADE BY LAW AND BECAUSi CLERICAL AND COMPU~A'l'ION 
ERRORS RESULTED IN AN UNDERSTA~EMENT OP VAWA1'IOH• JUS'l'ICE REQUIRES 
A SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMEM'l'. . • 

PACTS: 

It baa been d1aoovere4 that in the 1973 State -Valuation a 
number ot olerioal and oomputat1onal .errora ooouned. Tn11 ·reau.lted 
1n underetateaent1 ot valuation,. 

QUESTION:. 

Where au~h error• nave reaulted 1n undervaluation, oan a 
correat1on be made bJ a auppleaentarJ ••••••ment? 

ANSWER: 

Yea. 

REASONS: 

36 M.R.S.A. Seet1on 101 reada in part•• tollow1, 

. ''The State Tax Aaaeaaor ma1,, within 2 year, trom the 
••••••ment 1t.J~•t1o• reguirea,, ake a ·aupplementary 
••••••••nt ot any ta% of whioh the original aaaeaament 
1• required by law to be made by the Stat• Tax Aaaeaaor. 
Suoh aupplementu1 ••••••ment 1hal1 be ma.4e in the aame 
m&Mer a■ the original ••••••ment and the taxea ao 
••••••ed· eball be ooaitted ·and oollaoted accord1ngl7." 
(imphaaia adde4) • 

The taot■ preaente4 ehow that ••••••-d·wlua.tiona were included 
in the., laat State Valuation and that the tax•• were aa1ea1ad. 1'n••• 
a■aees•nte were incorrect due to clerical and computational error•; 
Y!lderva1u.t1ona were reported. ~h1■ ha■ re■ulted 1n aome iazpa,era 
being •••••••d too little. Thia 1• 1neq~1table and ~nJwst. Juatice 
requires that; eaob tupa1er shall oontribute h1a tair ■hare, not- more 
and not . l•••• • • 
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