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Tot Ern••~ H. JobDHn, State 'l'az A•••••or ~ureau ot Tazat1on 

'1-oa: Jobn N. Dudley, Aa■t. Att7. Oen. Bureau ot Tazat1on 

Sub3ecti Effect ot Chapter 592. fublio Law• ot 1973, on 
Stat• Valuation ot Munloipal~ti•• • • • 

SYLLABUS1 

3, M.R.S.A. SECTION .381 l'ROVXDBS '1'HA'l' THB ·8'1'.A~E TAX ASSBSSOa. 
SHALL PILE A S'l'AT:i VALUA'l'IOH BEPORB 1EBRUARY l, 1975• 

INVENTORIES, · STOCK IN TRADE, AORICUL'l'URAL 'ANI> PORES'l' PRODUCTS 
AND LIVESTOOK SHOULD ·NOT !B INOLVDBD IN 'I'HE STA'l'B V~UATIOM TO SE 
P~ BEPORB WEBRUAR! 1, 1975. 

J'ACTS• 

. 36 M.R.S~A. 8eot1on 655, ·•ub-aeot1on 1, paragraphs. A, B, C 6 
D .a■ enaoted b7 Seation 13 ot Chapier 592 or the Publ1o Law■ ot 
1913 exempta lnYentoriea, a,ooic in trade, agr1csultUJ'&l and. . tore■t 
produo,a and 11Ye■took troll taxation under the genenl propertz 
mm• 

J6 M.R.S.A. Seotlon il55 aa enaoted bJ Chapter 592,· 8eot1on I&-~ 
or the Pub11o Lava or 1973 proll'id•• •• tollowaz rrperaonal property 
otherw1•• exemp, from t&zatlon under Seet1on 655. aub-■eotS.on 1, 
parapiapha A. a, C, I> llb&ll. be ••.1eot· to a tu oo ... no1ng April 1. 
191' and oont;lnulng uni;il AprS:1 1, 1976 tor the. ,ax 1ear ending 
Maroh 31, 1977 .... In munie1pa11tl•• the tu prov14e4 1n tbia 
aeet1on ■hall be ••~•••oO bJ •D• ·auntolpal ••••••or ancl oomaitted 
to the aun1o1pa1 taz·oolleeto• ••••" Thi• 11 an add1t1oqal alate 
property !Y• 

QUIITIONs 

Vh8'h•r the next State Valuation ot Munio1p&l1t1••· to be t11•4 
before J'ebrury l, ·1975~ ia ~o retleot the ftluation ot tb• penonal 
propertr ezempt ~• the general propert7 tax but aubJect to tbe 
apeo1al pro~rtJ tax un4ar Cbapter 592. Publie Law• ot 19737 

AHSWEls 

No, 

REASONS: 

36 M,a.s.A. Seotl.on 383 aa amended prortd.ea •• tollow11 

"'l'b•·mun1a1pa1 ••••••ora and. the ••••••ore ot 
pr1m&l'7 ••••••ins area■ ahall, at auoh t1•• •• tbe State 
Tax A11e1■or ma, require, •ke and return _on blank 11■t■ 
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which ■hall be _aea•onably turnished by the said State Tax 
Assessor ror that purpose, all such 1ntormat1on aa to the 
asaeaaraent o'l' propert7 and collection or t~•• aa ma.1 be 
neeele4 ·1n the work ot the State Tax Aaaeseor, 1nolud1ng 
annually, •he land-nlue, exclusive or buildings and all 
other impJ10vementa1 and the ~uation ot eaoh ahd ever, 
olaaa ot prop•rt1 aa■esaed in their i-eapectl ve . J.ur1a-
41ct1ona, with the total valuation and peroentage or 
taxation, together with a statement to the beat· ot tbe1r 
knowledge and bel1et ot the l"&,10, or peroenta.~ ot 
current 3uat value, upon whj.Oh the &e&eaam.ent is -•••11 11 

an 1tem1&e4 liat ot prope:rty lq>On wb1oh the town~ 
voted to att1x a ftlue tor taxation purpo••••n 

36 M.K.s.A. Seetion ·311 u amended provide• 1n part•• tollowas 

.. , ,~ateunt 1n the ·amount ot the •••••••d Y&luatlon 
tor eaoh town, t;ownahip and lot or paroel ot lanc11n a117 
unorganised townahS.p an~ lot or paroel ot land not 
1noluded in any township. aner &djuatment •• proY1de4 bJ 
1eot.1on 208, t~• aggregate amount ror eaoh oowt1, and 
tor the entire 1tate •• fixed bJ the State Tax A•••••or, 
shall be o•~1t1e4 b7 the State Tax A•••••or and deposited 
1n the otf1oe ot the Beoretar7 or State•• •oon _aa •oapleted, 
and betor.e the tb-11: d&7 ot Pebruar, o t the regular ••••1on• 
ot the Leg1alatUl'e. The valuation thua determined ahall be 
the bae1a tor th• computati on and amiort1onment or th• State 
anc:i count7 tue1 and t he •ohoo1 aub•1dJ .. rormulae 1n 
Tliie ao. until 'h• next .biennial aaaeawrit and equa11aat1on 
••••" (empbt.111 ■upplled) 

. Prom read1ng ·seot1on1 383· and 381, 1t would appear that . the 
Stat• valuation 1• to be baaed .Gn- th• lntormat1on conta1ne4 1n the 
111t• tiled bJ the mun1o1pal aa1e11ora and the a1aeaaora ot tbe 
primary ••••••lns are••• 
. 36 ... M.a.s.1. Seetton 381, olearly atatea "Tbe valtiat1on thua 
determtw.4 shall be the ba11a tor the oomputat19n and. apport1onme.nt 
ot tbe State and Count7 tuea, Ul4 tbe aohool 111ba14' tormlll.u •.•• " 

Under 36 M.R,S.A. Seotion 2081 thi• 1a ,be State va1ua,1on. 

·1t the personal propert1 exempted under 36 M,R,S.A. Seot1on 6551 
aub~••ot1on 1, paragraphs A, D, CAD, to wit: InYentorie11 stock 1n 
trade, agr1cult1U'&l and torest -producta and 11veetook, reflect in the 
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State Valuation, their value would be part ot the ba11a tor the 
oomputat1on and apportionment ot the State tax. 

36 M.R.s.A. Seotlon ~55, oleul7 deaar1b•• the tax-on inventories, 
atook in trade, ap-1ollltura1 and toreat produota and 11veatook aa 
an "Add1~1onal State Property 'l'ax" and turtber prov1dea that it 
ahall be•••••••~ and eolleoted at the looal level except tor the 
WlOl'g&nised area•• 

• nA •tatute 1mpoalng tax•• 11 not to.be interpreted by 1ta own 
language •lone, but in oonneotlon with other t•z ■tatutea. pr1or 
and oonte■poraneou, and alao 1n the llgbt ot oontemporaneo11• and 
aubaequent praotie•l uncterat&n41ng ot it bJ ,axing otticen and the 
public." • 

Inhabitant• ot Baat Livermore••• 'l'he Live~• Pall■ Tru, • 
Banking Co. 103 ·Me. ~18. • 

Ve interpret ]6 M.R.B.A. Beot1on 655, . ■ub-aeotlon 1, pangpapba 
A, 81 CID Pllbl1e Law■ of 1973 aa exempting 1nYen~or1••• atook 1n 
lrade, ap1oultural and toreat· prod:uot■ aD4.11veatook troa taxation 
under the pn•ral m1•rt1 ~ m,. 

We alao .1nterpret 36 N.R.s.1. Section 455 •• •U1>~eo,1nc 
1nventor1••• atook 1n tN4e, &ptloultural and tor••• produota ~ 
11ve•took to an add1t1onal State Propertz !!!_ to be oolleoted at 
the looal level ezoept tor tbe unorganised areaa. 

'l'bua •• ha•• a atate is b.e1ng •••••••d-&nd oolleoted at the 
looal level •. I~ t~• valuation ot 1nventOJl1ea, atook 1n trade, 
agrloultural and toreat pro4uota and 11Yeatock 1• 1nol114e4 in tbe 
Sta•• Valuation we will ~ave .double taxation on tb1■ propert;7. 

"Tax ■tatute1 •• to be oon■tru.e4 atr1.ot11 aga1nat the State, 
and eapeoi•llJ are tb•r t.o be ff oonatrud •• to &'VVid double . 
taxa,tlon unl••• tbelr language 1n,erpreted aooord1ng to reco&n11ed 
pr1no1plea or •tatutor1 interpretation ooapel• a oontrary oonatrue
t1on." • Inhabitant• ot Eaat LiYel"IIOre ••• 'l'he Livermore hll1 'l'rut 
I Banking Co. 103 Me~ .418 

Tb• State Valuation 1■ baaed on propert7 aubJeot to taxation 
un4er th~ general prop•rtr tax law■ •• lnventor1••• ■took 1n trade, 
agr1cul,t\11'al and toreat product• and liveatook are taz enmpt uder 
the general propertr nz la••• and are tuable .onlJ tor a ■tat• taz 
onoe. Thia atate taz 1• •••••••d and oolleoted purauant to 36 M.R.S.A. 
8eot1on 455. 
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_Aaaeaament oannot_ be mde under both· 36 K.R.s.A. Seotion ll55 
and 36 M.R.-S.A. Seot1on .'1.51,. •• this would result 1n double taxation 

· on the ·•••• propert1. 

\J /vli, 111 d._ Cu d(Mt ,,,,,, 

JMD1gr 
co: Attorne1 General 

;' ~,hn M. Udley / 
( __} ■1■tant Att0l'll81 Gene a 


