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I 
/ 

Paul K. Lovejoy, Director 
Minisn11111 wage 1,av 

v· 
Pebruary 20, 1974 

Labor & Industry 

Leon v. walker, Jr •• Asst. Attorney General 

Gymnasium and exercise mats, aubj_ect to 26 M.ll~~ .A. Chapter 5, 
Article-I and II 

m,t,&BUS1 

Gymnasium mats~ exercise mats,· manufact.u:ed with reuifarced 
vinyl coverings·over a polyethelyne foam core are capable.~f. uae 
£or sitting, sleeping, .resting or·recl.ining.purposea, and.are cushions 

·wi~in the definition of a "cua~i~ .. canliained in 26 M.R.S~A. I 81, 
-~-s3. 

·A corporation• proposes to market g\Dnasiwn mat.a and f,mUCiae mats 

t'o ~titutiona and other 11aera in· •ine. • .. fte mats are. manufactured 
with re:i,Aforced vinyl coveri~gs over a:polyethylme foarncoJ;:e, and 
are marketed for gymnasium-and exercise uae.· 'l'he·mats are capable 
of· wea auch aa sittimg, restiaig, sleeping o.t reclining. 

. Do such gymnasium-and exercise mats come wit.hin ·t.he requirement~ 
of·t:he bedding-upholstered ~iture law? 

AIISWBRa 

Yes. 

msa, 
. . 

A 11cuhion• is defined in S 81, sub-S3, ,:o mean •any ~g 
or case made of lea·-th~ •. cotton or other textile OZ' plastic mat'9Z'ial, 
which is filled in whole or in part with concealed material, capable 
of uae for sitting, sleepiDg, resting or reclinipg purposes •.• • 

Although the mats, aa described by the pr~ed distributor, 
aa marketed for gymnasium and exuciee use, they are in essence a 
"bag or case made of ••• plastic material, which is filled in whole or 
1D part of concealed material, capable of use for sitting, sleeping, 
resting or reclining purposes •.. " 

The law is designed for the protection of public health and 
should be liberally construed to that end. It is our opinion, there­
fore, that these gymnasium mats and exercise mats are cushions within 
t.he definition of 26 .M..&.S.A. S 81,. sub-53. See Attorney General's 
Opinion of Bovember 9, 1965, attached hereto. • 
LVWJr/mf 
attac~t • Asai sta.-.t At~oraey General 


