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-------- • 
James 1~. Keefe., commissioner 

I 

Eliot Field, Assistant 

February ll, 1974 

COllUnerce ~ Industry 

Attorney Ge.neral 

You asked Whether or not ·there is any statute prohibiting tho 
De~rtment ~f canmerce and Industry (DCI) from aub~leasing a 
portion of the so-called Marden Building.. We understand that the 
DCI now leases the Marden Building from sampaon super Ma.r:kets ancl 
has an opportunity to sw:,lease part of the building. We alao 
understand that the original lease allows subleasing to other 
s~te agencies without approval, and to non-stat~ third pa~ties 
with the approva'l of the -lessor. We can find no statutory pro­
viaion prohioiting auch aw::>~leasing. 

~ever, Wh~e an agency does not have. !?fprese authority 
to 18'.se or purchase re'al ·property., as is the· case with DCI under 
the ~eaent· statutes,,- any leasing done by ·DcI should conform t9 
the -general statutory -leasing provisions for $tate agencies. Under 
those statutes, tbe ~inance and Adminiat.rative Department, thro~gh 
the . Bureau of Public :naproveme~ta, i!J expressly ~thorized ".to lease 
or a2Prov11,aaig~ of 9rounde, bu~ldinge, faoilitiea and office 
apace required by clepartments·and agengies ot the stateGovernment. 11 

(5 M.R.S.A. § 1742 (19), (emphasis addecl}.) Thu• ~he Bu.reau of • 
~ublic Improvements should handle DCI leasing ai.d subleaf.tinq. In 
the case of the Marden suildi.ng, since the lease allows a sUl:>-leaae., 
the coQtemplated su'b~lease ie permissible if approved by the lessor 
ancs' the Bureau of PU.blio Improvements. 
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