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Peter M. Dambo-rg, DepUty Secretary. 
of st.ate ; .;.· (_ 

J'on-·A. Lund, Attorney G--ral 1 --
°" 

IYJ·l:YJJS-: 

January JO, 1974 

State 

A~rney General 

·-IJ!here ia no requirement. in t:he elect.ion• law that. a candidate 
·for nomination by primlu:y ·elect.ion muat be ciualified to vote-in 
the party primary 'fQr w.hic:h he bu filed a patition. ..,._ 

.. QCTS: 

on-January 2, -1,74, a 1:11gister:ed and eazoll.S voter in a mun-
' il.cipa·liq, filed wit:.h the dqistrar a change of enroll11111t to ano~er 
party. 

RJJBSTICIJ: 

May a registered voter who filea aD application for change of 
enrollment with a-registrar in the munici~ity_ 0:f registration leu 
than 3 mr:,ntha prior to· ·April 1~ be a candidate in the primary for. • 
the party to whic:~ he baa changed? • • •• ' 

MDU; 

Yes. 

IIMW= 

'l'he election laws in Title ~l have two sec:tiona dealing with 
'enmllment. section 134 deal■ with. a change o:f anroll11111Dt. ·we 
interpret thia section as applying only ~o the question of .whether 
o~ not a person who changea .bi• enro.llment may vote at·• caucua • 
or primary election. :tn other .words, aection .134 only' z:elat.ea '.tO 
the matte~ of .voting. • • • 

Section 444 provide• that a candidate.for nomination by primary 
election becomes qualified by filing a primary peti~ion aa required 
under the at.atutea. Such a person •muat be enrolled, . on or before 
~pril l, in tba party named in the patitioa.• •ifbe word "enrolled" 



,. 

-2- January 30, 1974 

i• defined in •~t:ion 1. aub■ection 13, •• "to enl:l.a~ •• a ~r 
of a political pany.• we interpret: ■ectlon .444 in conjunction 
wlth . ■-ction 1. aubaect.ion 13, to •an that. ~r the purpoau of 
being a candidate a pereon 1■ - ,-.mllec!" upon th•· filing of an 
application with _~• ret~•t.rar. Jn oth• word•• by filing tbe 
application he •~•t• ~ ~ -•~I' .ot . • ~l..ltica~ ~Y• •. 

. . . ' 

It:. ia our conelu~ion ~~t·'.-~ . •tat.uu~ .·&,_ .nq~ ~~·that. 
a candidate _t.or .. no~in•tlon by. prt.-ry·_ •~c~ion be . CF,•liflad to 
vote . ·:1.n the party primary for which h• has filed a petition. W• 
balieve the pzoper inurpret.atlon of the ei:at.utea . . requinll t:he • 
nault 1:hat. there. 1• a diffennce bet.wan enroll~ng for _·-~•··pw:p:>ae 
of voting, and enmlling ~or·.~• purpoa• -~ becom.ln9 a candidate 
·t•r· office. • ~ candidate.·~• no~ ·•--•~artly .... ired -to be .able m 
vote far htm.elf II • • • 

-Jon -A. LUnd 
At~mey:a.neral 


