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Be~a Saper, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
Bangor Mental- Health Institute 
P.O. Box 926 
Bml90r. Ma.ine 04401 

January 24, 1974 

l am in J:e·c:eipt of ycur l•tter of December 20, 
1973, whieh queries the length of the term you a,:., 
serving ae super~ntendent of tile »angor Mental 
Health lnstitute. I have·ooncluded that you are 
currMtly.serving the ae00nd year of e two-year appoint-

·ment which· is alao "during the.-pleasure of the 
commission,r and.the Adv~sory COmmittee on Mental Beel~.u 

' ' ' 
a • •• • 

Yo,f wer, •ppointed .to th• J?O•ition a, superintendent. 
in October, 1971.. -At that time 34 K.a.s.A. 5 2102, the 
wtho_rt ty fo;o your appointment, provi4ed for a term o.f 
tour years or _"dui"ing the plea-.ure of the commi1sion•:r: 
and the Ad.vieory Committee on .Xental Health." In 
oatober, 1973, by the enactment of c. 326 Qf the P.L. 
1973, t.he Legislature·.ame,;t.Qed .tha~ etatute and 
cbangeo 1;he length of the·appoin~t f;com fou:a: to tw 
year••·: The law in W• state .i.a tettled i;hat the . 
Legial~ur• hu the •u~bority to effect any changes it 
a.-. appropriate in public officee.includ:lng shorten
ing the te:smi of office. The i•aue in the Peter Bowman 
situation~• not the i•aue you have raised here, 

You have alao asked whe~er your poeition •• 
supe:r;-:J.nten~t precludes you f~ 'teaabin9 at the 
univer•ity o~·Maine for remuneration. I have 00naluded 
that it does :not. • Your appoin=-nt aa superintendent 
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~• an unc1aeaified po•ition encl, ·therefore, l\Ule .5.2-d 
of the lereoamel Bulee, which &ule• bave the force 
~f law, wou;l.4 no't operate to precl\ld.e ~ . fJ:'Offl. rece~v1ng 
remuneration -~~ ·wiy tMchiilg Yo\l m.gbt .4o at the 

·t1n.t.ver•ity oi -~•• ~r your .t.nf.'oma1;ion, aule s.2-d 
etatee in put, ~Any •~"Y ptt;l.4 1:o an •ploy" in tbe • 
~laeaifiecS een1ce •hall-~epreaent the 1:otal remwiaration 
~r the emplol't'e·, l\Ot LncrlucUn9 re£1abw:aementa for 
official µav•1·.• 

• , , ; • ": I •, • ' 

:t cannot anawer yow: aeconcl q.ieet.ion completely. 
1'heJ;"e ·t• P.: ~l\~~~•1;:i~•-1N.I-'"-"·· ~•t only -th•• . . 
eon.i.e,.ion.u .. c.n:,:~r. •.· -:Xf be ;belt.eve• •that teaoh1n9 
at the, ort.iver•ity -~C :Nai.n• , bt.ti;of•;-•• .wt~· youz.o dutJ,·•• 
•~ ~ -~~--·a-1th ~•t.i.tu~, M .~Y. prohibit; you 
from·. i;ea~i~g •. 

1· I 

~• .A • . UJJIJ). . 
Att;.o~. ·General 
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