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the provisions of ordinances, which zone
shoreland areas only must relate solely to
measures necessary to protect and enhance

water gquality, preserve shoreland areas from
erosion, protect and preserve that vegetation
and wildlife which is more indigenous to shore-
land areas than areas not associated with water
bodies, avoid the problems associlated with floocd-
plain development and use and to encourage

and insure the integrity of points of access

to water bodies. '

Section 4962 of Title 30 provides. not only that zoning
ordinances enacted pursuant to that provision "shall be pursuant
to and consistent with the comprehensive plan adopted by its
legislative body" but also that zoning as defined in that pro-
vision is "the division of a municipality into districts and
the prescription and reasonable application of different
regulations in each district. In short, construing those
two. provisions of § 4962 together, it is clear that the
Leglslature was referrlng to them in § 4812-2 and assuming that
ordinary zoning requlres comprehensive zonlng for the entire
municipality. It is precisely these provisions, then,; of § 4962

~ that the Legislature wished to make inapplicable to shoreland zoning.

A related question you have is what the nature of a compre-

hensive plan (adopted or unadopted) must be to meet the require-
ments of § 4812-A that a shoreland zoning ordinance be adopted -
pursuant to and consistent with a comprehensive plan. ‘I do
not think it possible to give a definitive answer to this
gquestion. As is .clear from § 4961 of Title 30, a comprehensive
plan can be a variety of things under different circumstances.
In short, the ILegislature has given great flexibility to the ‘
planners in this area as to what might constitute a comprehensive
plan and whether or not in a given situation a particular stage of
development of a comprehensive plan is sufficient and would have

- to be decided on those partlcular facts.

A related questlon asked by Mr. Fourtin Powell is whether
the reguirement of a comprehensive plan in § 4812-A of Title 12
applies not only to shoreland =zoning ordinances adopted
by municipalities but also to those imposed by the
State after the municipality fails to act to adopt such
ordinances. It is my view that the reguirement applies only .

- to municipalities and not to the sState. To be sure, if read

literally, the requirement would apply to any zoning ordinance
adopted pursuant to ”thls chapter.”" The very purpose, however,
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