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' ocqtober 4, 1973
Poter M. Deﬁaborg. Deputy Secretary | ..‘.-‘.i:ai':ca | |
Joen A. Lund, ;\ttmméy General , ‘ attorney Cenexral
PoL. 1973, C. 402 (L.D. 1391).

21 MuR.Sde § 1575 (enacted by the reforonce Fublic Law)
provides that the Secretary of State may. establish the
layout and content of all forxms necessary o the cfficient
operation of the Title with the following auception:

, “ghe state comitteoes of the majoyr
political parties and candidates Sor
foderal oflice ghall file gne copy of
‘the campletoed roporxt recuired of them

. by fodoral law with the Secrotary of
State on tho same day as required by
federal law, cicept for the final cam-

. psign report, which shall be filed not

- later than 45 days after the election.
Capndidates for Covornor shall file a
ranort of thae same foxm and content on
the pame daten ag required of fedewal
candiQateg by federal law, except for
the final campaign report, which shall
‘be filed not later than 45 days aftor
the election." (Bmphagis supplied).

You ‘agk whether the intent 'of this Law is to vequire
candidates for Governor to confoym with ‘the requiraments

which must be met by federal candidates ay to both: the foxm -
ond contant of the campaign reports and the dates when such
foxms must be filed. The language of the statute, as under-
lined above, clearly states this to be 20. Furthermore, tho
Statement of PFact accunpanying L.D. 1391, which inteoduced

the bill in the legislature, states: ". . . thiw bill would
require ‘gubernatorial candidates to sulmit the financing and
operation of their campalgny to public sc:rutmy just as federal
candidates are voquired o ®....." In view of the above, it is
Cdncumbant on the Sccretary of State to prepare veport fomms
possessing the same foum and content as those foums requirved to
“bo flled Ly candidates for fedoral office; modified as necessary :
to indicate that the foms ave for use by candidates i”o:. nomina-.w A
. t:.on or elect.ion a9 Govcmor of Malne. S
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You further aak Wht“huv by . reazon of the refermnoa '
statute, campaign reports of candidates for Govarnor will be -
governed by federal law rather than by election laws of Maine.*'
Tho answer is no. All that the statute does ig requive that
a report of the same foimn mnd content as the ene designed by
Loderal authority fox use by candidates for fedexal office
po also £lled with the tecretary of Stete by candidatas @ -
~ for Governor. c ' : o i

hlle thig Lorm LGlLS for the raporting of come ltemsg
not required to be reported by candidates for State office
under the Maine election laws, the statute does not unconstitution=
ally delegate legizlative or rule-making authority to the :
redaral govermtent ¢s long as 1¢ applies only o present laws
and rules of that govermnment, wnd doay not "incorporate by
rofercnce into the statute future enzctments of Congress."
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In Vino, the court said: :

"We are not aware of any objection on
constitutional (reundy to the adoption, by
logislative enuctment, of any existing defle
nition or standard onacted by Congwess, by
waich the intoxicating character of liquox ‘
shall Docono leed by law xn thig state,."

If a. statute is suuceptibla of two interpretations, and»
one will render the gtatute unconstitutional, and the other
"will not, the lutter should be adopted. Hemilton. v, Portisnd
Pior Sitg Pistgict, 120 Me. 15, 20, ‘

with this principle of law in mind, the view should Le
adopted that the Leygislature did not intend to incorporute
Ly reference into Chapter 402 future enaciments of Congreoas
or reyuiations wmade by Ledeial auLhority. It merely adopted
o fom of report hased on federal laws in exigtence an thu
eireotive date of the Stato cnactment.
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