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Jon A. Lund, Att.01.'"Jley General 

P.L ... lS).J3, c. 402 (L. l)., 135)1) •

State 

Attorney General 

21 M.R.S.A. g 15.7S (enacto-t.l by the reforcmca PUl)lio Law)
provides that tho Secret.ury o.f Otate may. eutal:ilish thG 
la�·out und content of a:1, l fo:s.1t1fJ necessar1; to tho offi(Jicrd; 
operation of tho· 'l'it.lG with tho following rui:ception, 

111J.'he otata · C9lf(llitteea of the �1ajor 
political. partios ancl candidates t-or 
fecle1:al offic9 ahall. file one cop�7 of

· the canpletod ropoJ:t. roquired of thei,1
• by· t'edoral law witb tho Secretary of 
· ·ntote on tho sm:.'la d.:iy QiJ required by 

fQderul law, �,cept for the final cmu­
paign report, which shall be filod not 

· luter · than 45 day� aft.er the election. ·
. cnn.,di�ln WfJ for· �VQJ;n,o_r l'Jhf!l). file fl 
2:0 rt f tho same fm. 1 content or
the r:mma dat,Q,:J n�. rO<Jll i·qd pf. ,fodcr.:il 
.c:r:in.dignteg by fc(\oral \nw,. except fo1: 
the finu.l oampaign ro!X):rt, wllich shall · ·

· Jx> filed not later ·t:.fo:in 45 days a;f'tor 
� election." (anphariis 'supplied). 

Yo� ·a:Dk.wh�th�r tho' in�t ;·�f 'tl\ie Law is.·to reguiro 
candidates•. for Gove:1.-nol:' to confonn· with ··the requir(!Llents 
which must be met by federal candidates ·, as to both· �he form 
and amtent· of. the campaign reports and the dat�e when such 
foi:nm must be filed. 'I'he language of tl1e stat.ute, au under­
linod above, clearly strrces thin to be oo. l:"u.rthex.-n.01.�e" tho
Statonient of Fact ncca.npanyii'ig r...n. 1391, which int:a.-odu�cid 
the bill in the Legislature,· stateo: 11 • • • thiPJ hill ·woulcl 
·requiro ·gubern,it:oriel cundidiltoe to uua11it thl3 finan,�inu- and 
overation _of· �eir crunpaigru:J t6 public �c:l-utiny juat as federal 
candidates are ra,quircd to do ...... 11 In view of the uoove, it is 
it'lct.mll)()llt pn t:he Sec1:etu1·y of Stato to propare report forms 
poaaesoing the salue fca.T,l �c.1 content as those fotnis rCilquire'-1 to 
bo filed by canc.lidatea for federal of.fice; mc<lifioa nu necessa._ry
to indicate that t:he forms are for uso·by candidates for nomina�

tion or election ·as Governor of Maine. 
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Pet�r M. Omnborg, .l?oput:y Secrote.ry 
J?i:i.<JEl '1\-i'O 
October 4, 19'i3 

°Z<Ju further aQk �,h�·::.hiiti:'• by,reaaon of. the refei:-e.100 
statute,· cainr>uion reports of Ccitndidot.es for Govern.cu: �1ill be ; ·. · 
govomed ey federal law ra thor than :by election lawn of .-1ne •·. · : 
'l'he onawer is no. All tlmt the statute ·t.wes ics rGQUix,"G 'that 
o. repo1:t of. tho .s_cmie fo�n r:n(l c:oi'lt,�nt a� the ono desj.<3nod 'by
fodorZll authori"t.y f,n: \:Wl(: by c�n,Udute,1 for f!�de�:-�1J. ·of fic:io
be also fi°l eel w.i. th ·th� l•; �)CfO l:.cu:y c:d: Stu to i')y Ci"�.ndi�la t.l'..1l:., '· · 
for c":i0ve1."•nor .. 

. ,
t�hile· thia fol'm ·cai1s fot· t.h� roporting of oome :Lt0lll8 

not. requi1.�(;H.'l ·tc..> ·1.:,e_ repol·t.od ·by cn.ndi<ia.:i.te� !01.- Dtu:t:.e offic:e 
Wlder the :..la:ino election lr"ws, the 13 catute doeo not. unoonEJtitut.ion­
ally dolegat:e legislptt.i..·v� o:c 1,�1e-mt1ki119 auth�•J:ity to th(!) 
fo'C;)daral government a.a long- us it appJ.ioa _only to preeou law·e, 
am.ii ruleo of that.. govc�'T@1en t., ;;md does not 11im::orpo1:cltG by 

· r(;)fe.r:once' ;i.nw the etutut.e futui�11:1 ena.ctlnen'l:s of Congreaa."

il,_tate v. V:i.1'!$?,.J:isuli.q_QJ�., .i.21 Me. tJ,38 
Goe; 1949-!:iO �tty. Gen. R�.rh P• 2:�o. 
In .Vino11 the Coux:I:. soid: 

11We rire nr,.1t aw,u:e of any ob_j,.::otiqn (m 
cons ti tutionul. <Jl'ot.md� to tho adoptJ.on, hy 
legislative �m.-ictmont ., of any Olt.ist: .. i.n\'J dofi••. 
11itio11 or atim&lt'd oruictod by congt·t1tts, by 
which the intoxicating chbracter of liquol'.: 
shall heccnio fixed by· l�w in this Strite� 11 

. ;;. 

l-f a statute is auooeptible of two intcrp1.---euitionw, ond . 
o�e will render the. �,totuto Wl<.."On1-Jl:...itutional, nnd the othor

· wil.1. not, the l�tter ri>h.ould -be adopted� jiarnj.J�n .. : Ys. ,J.:1i;,.rt�1.:r.B.:1
Pier �i,t2, District, 120 ?-le .. 15, 20,

With tbia principle of lnw l.n m:l.nd, the view should Jje:, 
adopted- that the Le<Jislatur(it did not intend to incorporate 
by refaronae into Chapt .. ,n:· 402 f\��ure enactments of congrosis
or .egulat:ions made 1;,t,1 ;eue:;."al 4authority. It -merely �dopte\.1 
o fom of report bnoecl on f.�derul. ltii.-,s in eldf.;rt�nce on the
effeotivo. date of ·t:he state •<nnaotment:. ..
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