
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Peter M •. Danworg:,; �puty State. 

Jon A. Lund, Attorney .General ' ' ' • t • • ' •  •. , 1 
At'l;:orney �eral 

I • 4 

l?.L. 197.3., �P,ter 199 

•Section l of the reference Public Law,· amending 21 M.a.s.A.
§ 1211, . pzoviaes a·s fol.lO'W's: · · . 

· 
. · · · ' . · · 

"After the _time for completion of l."GCOUllts 
:following.any election llaa elapsed, on request 
of any :r"f.J.'is'teroa wter, . the olorlt of any 

. muni�ipality or the' Sec.retary of .state, or 
both,.· sllall produce ony checklists in his· 
cus�y." 

. 
' 

�h� effective date of this Public Law is October 3, 1973 • .  Your 
question io·wbethor chepklists used in elections hpld' prior to. 
this effective date become public records ae of that I.late. We 
answer in th� negative. · 

It. is well estahlished 1.:iw ir, this ,State that in tJ1e absence 
o:e any contrary provision, all lawo are to commance in future. 
It. is presumed that all laws nre ·i:,rospective in application, 
unless the intention of the Legislature to give than a retro­
spective effect is· expreosly declared or i� ·neces·saxily implied 
from the lan(J'1.Ul9e uoea. _See Opinion of Attorney General to Paul 
A • .D-�cDonald, - datod August 14, 1959, 1959-60 ReJ:)Ort of. Attorney 
General, p. 68. �here ia no eJ1.1'resaecl intention in the reference 
statute to give i� a·retrospcctive :application, nor are there any 
convincing implications to that effect,. Nor do the Statement of 
Fact�, in either the·L.o. or tlle sonate Jmtendment.t:hore:to, expreaa 

: any such intent. The A� -appli�s to checklists uaed in connection• 
witll elections held after its effective date. 

In pyer v 
I 

Belfast, 88 ·Me. 140, the s1.,preue Judicial Cow.-t

said; 

"We never bold an aot to 'be retrospoctive 
uiiless it is plain that no other oonstruction 

� can be fairly given." 

JON A. LUND 
Attomey General 

JAL/jwp ' 

NOT A FORMAt OPINION 
I 

. ' 


