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| T . Septemwber 5, 1973
Péter'Mm'Dambdrg”'Depqty i B “S;ate, | .
Jom A. Lund, Attomey General -  attomey General
P.L. 1973, Chapter 199 . o ‘

Section 1 of the refaerence Publzc Law. amend;ng 21 M«ReS.A.
§ 1211, prov;des as fbllows:

"After the time fbr completion of recounts
'fbllowing any election has elapsed, on request
of any registered voter, -the clerk of any
.mnicipality or the Secretary of .State, or
both, shall produce any checklists in his:
custody, "

The effective date of this Public Law is October 3, 1973. .Your
. question is whether checkllets used in elections held prior to.
this cffective date hecome public records as of that date.‘ We

answer 1n the nagative. -

It is well established law in this.State that in the abscnce
of any contrary provision, all laws are to commcance in futuro.
It is presumed that all laws are prospective in application,
unless the intentian of the Legislature to give them a retro-
spective effect is'expressly declared or ig'necessarily implied
from the language ugsed. See Opinion of Attorney Gemeral to Paul
A. Machonald, dated August 14, 1959, 1959-G0 Report of Attorney
General, p. 68. There is no expressed intention in the reference
statute to give it a retrospective application, nor are there any
convincing implications to that effect. Nor do the Statement of
Facts, in either the L.D. or the Scnate Amendment thereto, express
' -any such intent. The Act applies to checklists used in connection
with elections held after its effectlve date.

In Dyer v, Belfast, 88 Me, 140. the Sup;eme Jud;c;al Couxt

said;
"We never hold an act to he retrospective
unless it is plain that no other construction
~-can be fairly given.“
JON A, LUND
Attorney General
JWJWP
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