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David E.·smith, Director 

George c • West, Deputy 

June 29, 1973 

Central computer Services 

Attorney General 

r·have your memo of June 28 in which you state that the 
Data Processing Center has had several requests for the use of 
computer time by agencies that are not in state Government but · 
are associated with s:tate Government •. You ask if you could 
provide services to these agencies and ask if there are any 
statutory regulations that prohibit the agency from providing 
this service.,_, The a·ata processing service is set up. under 
Title 5 § 1541 sub'...§ 12.. Th.is was enacted by Private and 
special Laws 1969 1 Chapter 251, section c. It reads as follows: 

11central data'processing service. To establish 
and conduct central data processing and information 
services at ~he seat o~ government. such services 
shall be available to all departments and agencies 
of government. The Si:.atecontroller is empowered 
to make app~opriate charges to those depi;l.rtments and 
agencies of. government making use of the.equipment, 
services.,. personnel and supplies of the central facility. 

' 
11All departments and agencies shall consult with 

the State controller regarding any data processing 
services. The state controller may ask that a formal 
proposal be prepared. If funds are available, the State 
Controller may employ or engage such outside technical· 
or professional personnel as may be necessary or.appro

. priate .. 11 

You will note that the services are available to all depart
ments and agencies of government. The only question that we have 
to determine is whether or not a particular organization is an 
agency of government. Of the two which you mention, the state 
Housing Authority., by Title 30, § 4601-A, is a "public body 
corporate and politic and an instrumentality of. the state." 
The .Maine credit union is not an instrumentality or agency of 
the state,. 



Davie! E~ Smith June 29, 1973 

It seems obvious from the above-noted etatute that your 
activitie$ can only be confined to State departments and agencies 
of government. I find no authority by which you can sell the 
eervices of cen"Ctral.data .processing to any organizatir;:m not an 
agency of the state Government. 

GCW:H. 

Geor.ge c • West 
Deputy Attorney General 
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