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alan D. Per—mson, Director
mew Eng;-na Zmard of Higher B
A0 Srove Street . o
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Dear ﬂr}_Fergusang_

The press ‘of office work has prevented ma from respond-
ing to your latter until today., Plaass accept my apologles
for delay. You posed “wc important qLes:iwns_for our attention:x
e Whethé*“*ha's:a te of Maine may legally partizipate
B i 2 of

o
o8 ;
. x -
‘in the cooperative development and mainfenane:
a regional bCPOOl of Vetevﬂﬁan medic ine? o

gally contribute

3.0 W%?C;
nmol”

to tne c

v 1le
B

ox raéSOﬁSustated below, both questions are answered in the

firmative, subjecz ta'conditigns aced o B

The ;ew nqlari Baara oF. ngh - Bducation is an agency of
the State of Ma&ne-by virtus of the factuthe Maine Iegislatures
authorized the Governor to enter ints a compact substantially -
as zet forth in P. L. 1955; e, 441, § 1 (now 20 M.R.B.3,.. § Z731 ~
2760). and by virtue of the additional fact that the sffective
n govarncr BEdmund

date of the 2o ompact was realized when the =
ed the Cowpart Aungust 20, 1935 pursnant &o the pro-
0 3 ’Vi.R.S.A. § 2805, o

_ Neither Maine nor any of thes stheé ch “nqvaad States have
a3 college or university program in veierinazy medlclne

The purposs of the Compact, set forth in 20 ﬁbm,sga, § 2751,
authozizes the ebuzﬂiisﬁ?ent and maintenances of coordinated educa-
tional 3rcg*¢ﬂs for veterinary medicine, among otheyx f£i=lds of

N
s;“cy,

3 The,rmestiong, involvs Mainels marticinabion in the Comsant
L HEE B s aa EAG1and" Bo5FE B Hightr Eaubdiian -
under P.L. 1955, c. 441, § 1, as amended (20 M.R.S.A. & 2751-
2805} .
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T2 surposes of the ¥ew BEngland Higher
~fueation Compact shall e ko pzeviée
crenTeEy ﬁducau ional ovportunities. and
=vwizes through the eStaD?ishﬁﬁﬂu an

z d
epance of a coordingted sducationa

sgram for the persons residing in the
-al states of Mew England partizs to
compact, with the aim of furthering

~2r edncation ia the £ield of nedicine,

~zistry, veterinaryv medicime, public
- h=sith and professional, technieal,
"aoisntific, 1it rary and other zlmlda

~ The Maine regislature, when énacting prévisisns relating to
=3 Camnacu, specified that the several New ZEngland states deemed

th

it feasible to coomeratively provide nesded educational facilities
in ﬁew Zngland in tne field of veuerlnary medicine, ameng other
fields. :

¥ g 2802, Iuxposes

“The several New England States co@écra*iVPly’
deem it feasibls to provide needed, aceeptable
efficient, educatlonal Facilitias to me=t the

needs of Hew ngla%d in the fields of medigine,
dwntlat?yg veterinary medicine, and other fi=lds
ain iﬁ‘—g o

of technical, DIO?ESSIOEal and g*adua& & .ty
20 M. R.5.8. § 2802. : ’

The provision of higher sducation is a DLDl ic purposa and
regponsibility of the State of Maine. 20 M.R.5.A, § 2251.  Maine
main*a’ns a state university system including both undergraduate

nd graduate. programs; and it is inevitable that from time Lo time.-
taa nurber and specific content of these programs should var

depending on the needs of and resources available to the SLaE

Haine does not maintaln a scheool of veterinary medicine; but

the subject matier is well recognized as one belonging to the
university curriculum. Seventeen states presently support
scheools of veterinaxy medicine as part of their state ualversity:
system.* Accordinglv, it seems clesay that Maine conld establish
and maintain a school of veterinary medicine either at the

University of Mains or some other state-supperied imstitution,

B ldbamap Ccalifor nla, Colorado, Georgia, I1l inals,

;ndiunag Yowa, Iouisiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnezota
Missouxrli, Hew York, Chio, Cklahoma, Pennsylvania,
Texas aqd Washirs 1gtsu. in Dennsylvania, the school of

veterinary wedicine iz at a private institution (the
“iV??Sl»V of Penasylvania) which zecaives substantial
tate supgort"
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Board of ZFigher Bducation, 23 an agsncy of
as ths powers and dutlies enumerated in the
rrent legislation rela g to the ”sm ack
The Board possesses legislative autho *?
cepitable, afficient educational fac1l1t1:~
te Hew BEngland in the £ield of veterinary
S fields of study. Ths rm “facilities®
is ugh to include both program and school
feal iz that which promotes the ease of any
ae anzackion, or course of conduct. BSlack's
T lities“, A lesser inkterpretation of the ,
Compact supporktive legis latlbﬂ‘JDn7“ greatly i
wegtrict thu-appiiaa ion of the law to only those program
sn sxistence ia the New England States. Such a narrow o
tion is not reguired. Art. IV of the Compact specifie

%% % % The bozrd shall not pledgs the
credit of any compacting state without the
conzent of the legislatuze thersof given
pursuant to the constitutional procszses of .
zaid state, * % % ¥ : SRR
$Q the extant that compacting states desi:
actual ag eements oOr arrangements resps
inwa?VFd in ths cengt~uc*5an of a schoel r ve
provisions of Articie ¥V of the ﬂﬁnnacc specifies g
aunthority to enter into contract is conditione
tion of funds by the compacting stq&ua. - E

?1‘ i

2. Contractual agrezements or arrangements. Entep
into such contracinzl agree,ents,ar arrangsments
with any of the compacting tates or agsngisgs
thavsef and with ecuca-i@ 1 institutions and
ag5?¢L,9 as may be reqm*zOd in the judgment of
the board to praviée,ad ﬁuahw sayvices and
fagilities in educational flelds covered by
this~ccmpac” % & the bgard’s autncriiy

to enter into such contracts shall be only
upon appropriation of funds by the compack

=
»

stakes, ¥ ¥ & ®
In ecnclusion, it is our opinion that the State of HMailne may
ly participats in the cooperative devslopment and maintenancs
regicnal school of vetsyinary medicise, including contributions
nds for construchion of such a school, provided first that
priation of funds is made by the Maine Iesgislature.

v o e e .
JOHN W, BENDIT, JR.
Deputy Attorney General
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