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• 

Alan D. J.,""'e~,s,:on., :Director· 
New England E\oard of :Sigher Educ:ation 
4:0 Grove street· · · 
Wellesley, Massachus0tts 02181 .. 

ing 
£or 

The pres.s ·oi office work has prevented ma from respond--· 
to your letter until today. Please accept; W.7 apologies 
d~lay·.. _ You pos~d two important quest:ions for our attention::* 

. l ... Wheth:~r th~ State of MaL11e l.1'21:f legally· participate· 
. in tne. cooperative dev~ lop:roent and maintenance- o-£ 
- a -r-egional school of vete:rL""lary medicine? 

2. Whether. the state of Maine may legally contribute 
tot.he- capital costs of such a school? 

I• • .,,, '' •,-~. ,._, • - • ' ,.:.::~,.:;;•o'.'-'.7• •,•,-:;,: •-•-1 

For reasons·-stat:.ea belowf both qu-e-stions are answered 1.n -the 
-~-•· . ._, ., ; . :,,... . A'"-i , d ax::c1.rma ... 1.ve~ su.oJec-c c.,_, coni...:n. · ons no·ce .. 

The 1:1'ew England Board of_. Jig.her Education is an agency· of 
the state of M..aine by· virtue-·oi the fapt.. the Maine !,.egislature · 
authorized the Governor to-enter into a cOinpact substantially 
as set: forth in P ... L~ 1955~ o .. 441;, § l (:now 20 M. .. R~S •. A~-- § 2751 
2760),, and 'bv v.irtue of th$ addition.al fact that the :2ffective 
date of: the ~ompact was realized when then Gm,~ernor- Edmund 
Muskie signed the corr,pa::::t Auqt1st 20~ 1955 pursuant to ths pro
visions of 20 lYl~R.S.A. § 2805. 

Neither Maine: nor anv o:f .the other New England. stabs.s have 
a college or university program in veterinary medicL~e. 

The purpose oi ~ne Compact~ set forth in· 20 M~R~S~A- § 2751, 
authorizes the esta'l::ili.shroent and maintenance of coo:rdinated educa-

.. ,- • , ~ :_, 1 1. I "' .J 

t:i..onal programs r:or ve1::e;r1.nary meoJ.c1nel' arnon.g o·r.:ner £12ld:s of 
s·cu·ay,,, 

Tly::: .- c:nie~ tj.2na, :J,nypj.v~ r,1ai,ne! s r,a ~i::icioa·I-ion in t,-ie CQm'Q0ct 
c10.,,--n.1.n1.s '-'::or,::.d. .Dy 1,..J.1;,:: 1.,-ew .t..rig .Lan/1 Bo.arc- of .tJ.J.gner E'ciuca·c.1,_,11 
under P.L. 1955, c. 441, § 1, as amended (20 M.R.S.A. § 2751-
2805) • 



I 

~· ~.-e c:u::oos.es of the. I::Jew England Bigher 
-.:::~;c;:1 t.i::::ii1 Compact shall be to pr,::ivide 

-::--·?2::2:;:- educational opportm.1ities. a.nd 
·.•"''"st ~--.::,- -:---n' -ou""'·n· 4-'n.c. ,::,"·'-,,,1,-,1 •1 ~~=,::,~.r.- -::,.,...d :. _....,.., ..,__._,;::; - ~ ~ L...J. .....- .,_..;::,t,..i"...J-,J.,.J--~0.5.-.\h'•-,;..al".,.. ~ .. i.~ 

·:.=1L'"'.:::.::ma.nce of a coordL"lat-erl educational 
-·-·=~---':"<'\ ..;;;o.,,... t...~~e ~'!,J.·~onr"'f ... ,4,..:::is-ld~ng in .t- 1""e .··--.>;;J·.:..Ol._. .,_.>.\pl•. p-..;...::,.;;;, .!..•-•~ -• - 1-•# 

,-::,,~.:-al states of _Hew England parties to 
::..= . .i.5 compact, °\tJith the aim 0£ fa1rtl1ering 
i:-.:~::;:ber education in the field of medici.n2.,. 
. - • • • , ·1 • • • 1 · c2:r:.:.:.:..1..s-c:rv 11 ve1:er1.na:rv mea1.c1ee.., PUD :i.c 

h22-l--h a;a orofessional, technic~l~ 
sci.2nt.i£ic ~ lit.erar.1 and other fields~ 01 

The l~aine Legislature, when enacting provisions relating to 
. . - ' d ~h ' .... . . 1 · 1 ~ ' . ~ d ·cne compact:, speci:t.::.e ... a.:. ... ne sev-era N~w Eng anct sta-i:.,es aeeroe 

it feasible to cooperatively provide needed edttcatio.nal facilities 
in :tf2,,~ England in the field of veterinary·medicLi.e, among other. 
fields. · · 

ijf § 2802. Purposes 

••The several New England States cooperatively 
deem it feasible t:o provide needed., acc,2pt:able u 

efficient., educational facilities to meet the 
needs of New England -in the fields of :medicine., 
dentistry., veterir1ary medic:L."'leu and other _fi-2lds 
o:f technical, professional and graduate,training~ 0 

20 M.R.S~A. ~ 2802. 
0 

The provision of higher education is a public purpose and 
responsibilitv of the State of Ma.ineo 20 MaR.S.A~ % 2251. Maine 
maintains a state univeJ:sity system including both underg.raduab3 
and graduate. programs; and it is inevitable that from. time to ti.'11e · 
the nurrib:e:r and specific content 0£ these programs should vary, . · 
dependL."'1.g on the needs of and resources c;lVailable to the State. 
Maine does not maintain a·school of veterin.arv medicine~ 'but 
the subject matter i.s well recognized as one belonging to the 
univie:;;:-sity curriculum •. · Seventeen. states presently support 
schools of veterinary :medicine as part· of their state u.niv·ersity · 
system.* Accordingly, .it seems. cl,2a:r that Maine co.u ld establish 

d . .l.. ' • 1 .. t ' d. ' '+-' ' • h an . rr,.a:L..'"'l1..a:i...r1 .. a s.cnoo or ve er1.nary me ici....'1.e e:i.'7nsr a-c c ... e 
University cf Mai."1.e o.r some other state-supported institution. 

Alabama 0 California, Colorado, Georgia, IllinoisQ 
IndiruJ.a,.. Iowat r..-ouisiana., Kansas., M.ichigan, !-rJ.inne.sota, 
Missouri, :New York .. Ohio., Oklahoma., Permsylvania v 

Texas and lvashington.. In. Pen.;-isylvaniap the school of 
t . ~. . . ' . t- • I.... ... ..;... • ( t' ve eri:nary mecn.cine is ai: a priva....:e in;;n .. 1 .... u ... 1.on -ne 

university of Pennsylvania) "r;hich rec 0.,dves substantial 
si:ate support:., 



..,,,_. .. - •.• -~ ,,.,..,r4 ,:,.,-~-c,,=,.:i ,~-;:: ,:;r-'i,~,'n,=.-:-- '!;',-,~~,..,af-~ I"''"' :::-i·.•""< .,,,.., s,;g·· c:.•nr" 7 o· 1, ".L~ . .:.::: '77..._:!:e'"- ...• .,.,~•-.-·-.i-\.-,1, ..!J;,!,_.!10,_',,.J.. c,_:t.::... _ ... .:J..."::) J..._._ J,,;,.JU-"""' ~.J..•...J.1,1,,, ._;:) c:.:.1 .. • t.-..... __ -J: ..... 

the s·:~;.~•;..._,-~ -- .;: .. :~_3 __ .; -:.>2g, l·icLs the p~Y~ve.rs ana duti-er3 e11uTiter~.1te{3. in tl1.e 
c, .. ···~~0~:::3c~ -~::.'"".,.::. .:~:I.-:=- :::·:-.::-,..2cu=rt:=r1~t 1egisla·t:Lon 1-:elati,_ng t.\:J t.:l1e c;ompacta 

{~ ~:~ .. ~,~~~-=:=c-~):~~~ ac~!:t!~!!~ ~~;~~r::~ i;:~!:!f~;:~ ~~!~~I !~~s 
-~,.,. .... ,.,.,,Clo"-:-~. ~--..::..-..:.:..~·;:..,q_ .....,,= !-J'cw Ti'T'\t""ff'la"J',f':.1·~,-n { ... !.~e f=,•:1~lrl ,o-f '"'t~e·c:~pvi-in·a:nr t. ... Q !11.t_.,_,_ .-~,~ ... -, .... __ ,.. .. _._..~._-., ·sJ- ... -;i..._. ..,_i_.o;:J-· ~,,,.4Q ,i.1....;.. -l.;o. .:....;,,..-- -.. - V --.L..-J. "t>,,.l 

ryi~d1;-•-·~y1·°',r =-~c:::g· -:;~~er fields 0£ stuaye. lfhe ter:n· 0 :Cacilitiese' 
is cert~.:...::::_~?' '.:::::,:;:;cd enough to -il"lclude both p:co9.ram and school 
"1---,~,'11..:i,;,..,,..,, _.-.•-·, ... :c.c::. .• ,~-..:;.;t-.,,., i'.-. +-'na-t- ··,,h~,.,;... 0"''~•---·=o•J-,-,,.~- t-1-,o •Ja,:;-0 ,...,.-;;. ,;:.n"~ J..)<,,-J.-...a1,,U ... --'s;,::;2 .~. ..-•••----¥ .:0. -~ ,.,,_. VI-~,.t ... 1,.,;.;...~ :JA.V.lJ..!. ._._.;::;_j;:,. _...,,._ -r -.,_,.._ ~_,,~ r.,...J. Y 

~:,,·-,·1-·1r,r,1 .-.,•-e'--·~·-•.-,n. t;an.3-.:,,-,t,-·-ion· •""o/" , ... ~QUo/"SA·n{; roncru' cf- ~1ar1,.lc.:; t:,....~--,.._,. e· --..,..ti:::•--=--·-·----; - · a·......,._- v v .... - -. - -~ - -~ ~-'..la ...... ,"'Jr. i. .... 

7 -;:,:N 7~~~+-ic,'C=c··-7 l'-Paci'liti·'.:>s'1 :ti,_ 'l;:::,•,s~r ·in+-c.• .... n-,..a"'-a-l-{c,n ,:'.:l'"' f·bo ..:::.-l.Q,, .1...1..!..-~•..--· ~-. -- - if .... :- -.;.,;. "" ,i._,. ,l.,. ........ ,~ ~ -.:-·;--.!:. .;.,. ....... ~ ~-... . i,,; • ..J... • ._. ,..._ 

compact: ani::. .::::;:i:n.cur::en:c support:J."';-e leg1.slacion }voula greatly _'_',t,_i_ 

L ... 4- I '( ... , • ~ .- ji h 1 '- "<l • \',- 1,.... • ::es:1_:;:.1.c._ .;.ne .3pp.L!.c.ac.:Lon o:r c .. ~2 -aw LO 01u.y ·c ... '10.se programs ... av:u-:.g 
an. ·sxi.stence. in the New Enqlai."1.d states~ Such a narroi."1 construe- ! 
• ' ' • . • ,;J " t- ;- ~ t' .... ' .c. (... . / t:.1.on :us no-c requireu. .c.;.r .. .,_v o:t ne compac:.. speci:c:i..es Lna-c:: 

· ~, * ·~ ~~ The board shall not pledge the 
credit of any compacting state without the 
consent of the legislature thereof given 
pu:rsuant to the constitutional processes of 
said state~ * "'T c..;r: n 

\ \ '. 
To the extent th.at com:oactinq states desire to e.nter into con.:.. [ 
tractual ag.re2ments or - a.rra.:.gements respecting capital expenses 1

1 · 

involved L'1 the con.st::uction of a school fo:r veterinary medicinef \ the 
• •· - "' ... J ~ '11' ,_ • • ,.., • • c: • · • • t' .,.., a·1 ' provisions o:t: i~r,-.i..c1.e v or ·cne ;....ompac·c spec:1.:...1.es tnat: ne .ooar s. 

authority to· enter .:L.-ito contracts is conditioned up•:4'1 an· appropria't"" 
tion of :Eunds by the compactL--:tg sta i:es. · 1 

ei2.. Contractual agreements ,:)r arrangements.. E.nte;r 
into such contractual agr-serne.nt.s orarrangaments 
with i;1ny of the compactL'1g· st.ate·s or agencies 
thereof a:nd ,;,•1ith educational institutions and • ~ • a , .JI • ,.!1 I' -. 2.:1genc2es as may .oe req1u .. re. in ~:ne Jllugment: or 
th:e boa.rd to provide _adequate services and 

· facilities in educational fields covered by 
this compact ... ·rr * * the 'boar.a 's .authority 
to e:ntex into-such contracts shall be only 

_, , • ;: - .:, 'I.- • • ' ' u_pon a.ppropriai:::i.on o~ rtu°"'lus :,.Jy -cne c,:::rrnpac·c:ing 
s·ta ·tes fl,. 'ft * * 1a 

B.2spectfull7 yoursc 

JOB:t-1 ~1 ~ BJ~NOIT 8 

Deput:y Attorn 1ey Genera 1 


