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Q:E;'f}1Walte£, Executlve Dlrector ool Maige.stete Retirement-System'

Charles R..Larouche, A551stant o . Attorney General

4

It Retroact1v1ty of Chapter 122 P. L. 1973

L S |
: This replies to your memo -of May 10, 1973, COnceLnlng subject'

. You ask whether or not Chapter 122, P.L. 1973, can be given a retro-'j
~5 actlve appllcatlon.' The answer to that questlon is negatlve.

.. . It is.a fundamental rule of statutory constructlon strlctly
followed by the Supreme Jud1c1al Court of Malne,

l ‘Q"”bat all statutes Wlll be con51dered to have

.. prospective operation only, unless the legislative .

-+ intent to the.contrary is clearly expreqsed Or necess-. . . . _
. v arily.implied from the language used . ., . ." o e

'_ Miller v. Falcon,W134 Me. 145, at l48.» SR S

Also see Bowman v. Geyer; 127 Me.‘ 51, at 354; and the 0p1nlon of the
Attorney General, l959—l9b0 Report, at .page. 68. :

o I flnd nothlng 1nthe 1anguage of Chapter 122, P L. 1972 Wthh
_ elther expressly or ‘by necessary implication indicates an Lnttnt to
& make -any part of that Chapter retroactive., 5 M.R,S5.A..§ 1124, sub—v.e
éﬁfivicectton 1, paragraph B, subparagraph (¥} prescribes certain benefits
. available to certain beneficiaries upon the death of a member.. The -
”"ellnglllty requlrements are expressly’ requlted to be measured as of
the moment of death of the member.~,,Lh,vb :
: Sectlon 4 of Chapter 122 P*L, 1973, dOoS not alter thlS appraach
and Chaptet 122 is ‘otherwise utterly devoid of any 1ndlcatlon to make
tth beneflt avallable :etroaccmvely._.- , o

S

CHARLES R. LARQOUCHE
- Assistant Attorney General
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