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'l'he·eono;able Kennet,h M. curtia 
Governor of state of Maine 
state House 
Augusta, -Maine 

Dear· Governor curtia: 

December 7, 1972 

. In your . memorandum o·f · November 22 • 1972, yo; ask Whether there 
ia a conflict of intere•t between Trial ..ruaticea, JUstice• of the 
Peace .and Notaries Public on the one hand, and Licenaed Detective• 
and watch Guard Agenciea on ·the &hher. we answer the question· in 
the' negative. 

Although detectiveaand watch guard agencies are required to 
be lice'1aed. under 32 M.R.S.A. S 3.806 by the Governor and cowicil, 
the licensees• busine•••••·, aa define·d in· 32. M.R.S.A. s 3803, are of 
a private nature, and the licenaeea, simply by reason of such licen­
aure, are not holding public office • 

.. · . 

Since t.heae licenaees are not exerciaing •any of the power•• 
of the executive branch. of the state government, as ia the case 
with duly constituted law enfq,.rcement officials holding public 
offices provided for by statute .or by the constitution, there i• 
no question of separation of powers under M.R.s.A. canst., Art. III, ·, S 2, with thoae of Justice■ of the Peace and Notaries PUblic. 

The question then resolves into Whether there is any actual 
-conflict of interest involved.· As between Notaries (and ·.1usticea 
of the ·Peace) &AOsthese licensees no such_ conflict is apparent. 

LW/mf 

Very truly yourar 

Leon v. walker, Jr. 
Aaaiatant Attorney General · 

*The .office of ·trial justice is no longer in exi■tence aince the 
advent of ·1;:11~ District court system. 


