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W.W. Litchfield,, · Secretary 
state-Board of .Registration 
for Professional Engineers 
State aouae ... '. ·. 
Augua_ta-,,_ Maine ·: . . 1, · . 

Pear Mr. Litchfi~ld1 
·: ·' . ! :, ·> 

November 2.9,, i 972 

Your letter dated Noveml)er 21, 1972, hae been referred to me 
for reply. . You ·have :asked the ·question whether a speqific Maine: 
corporation may. 'iaw,f'-llly use the word · .. engineering" in ite nam.e · 
and use that naJUe : ·on a aign outai~e ~ta bUilding When the . cc;»r
poration does n~l ·retain the service_• . of a pzofeasional · engineer 
regiat~recl .- 1.ly._ Y0{\'::··.Board. . .-. ..: . . . ;· 

: . : · -· ~ice · :i:.~o~~·fin . pr~~ioua·: ~p~niona of thia ·office it waa noted 
that "the t•~lll en9"i)le,r_ing ,i.s a: ·ge:neric term Which neceaaa;ily_ ~n-· 
dudes . within its_. ar:ea of. meani~g the _term ·'professional en,gin•.!#ing • • 
A use of the term e~gineertng can be interpreted to include the term 
•professional engineering• ·unle'as some lan9uas.e i s used to ne Jate 
this possibility .)•: l•See ~~s,rney General cp:i.niona dated Fe.bruary 
2, 1966, and ~nua.ry ·20. aopie~ at;",~c~eo. The f~cts giving rise 
to -theae·· two opini®S involved ·advertising 0 enginaering ser.vicea 0 

and "engineering. •ll4 :deaigning ·:~erv-icea 11 rather than merely the : 
use of the woi-d. ;~;e·~_gineering11 ·10:· ~he corpc;,rate .. name that is. the . 
subject of ·your . pre.sent .inquirY:•·· If. a firm has a right to use . th• 
w.ord "engineering";.-~n its ~me,_ i~ must have the right al~o to use 
that chosen. name. •~ch ·a• -on an ;identification aign, business ·carda~ 
letterheads, etc. ·: ~us, narrowly viewed the only· question here ia 
whether use of the ~o.rd ·11engine:ering" in the name of a corporation 
violates 32 M.R.S.A~ S 1351. i· 
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1.t is ow: opinion tha.t use: of the word ."engineering" in ·. 
-~ corporate name, :Without additional termi~~logy .negating 
the impression that_ the corpoir~tion offers professional en
gine·ering · services, · is .. _ in violation oi 32 ,M.~.s.A. s· l3Sl, 
where the corporation· does not retain .the services of a· reg
iatered profeaaio·na1·; engin~er. and is 0

no1;· exempt from .regis
tration. · 11 south Unj.on Engineering company 11 .oonta~ns nq wording 

·1n addition to · •e~gineering 11 
0

Which wou_ld .l),egaie the holding ou,t ., 
to t~e public of a ;spec1:-J:um of ·••rvicea·, includ~g profes•~onal; ., · 
engin·eering • . Withc;,ut some words · of limitation upon the broad .. 
meap.ilicj -of·. enginee·~~ng within . the name, ·auch as. ~fo;-est.ry . ' .. · 
engineering''., .. ·· 11medi'a :·engineeringJ•: _i•~ina.rio.ul ·engineer~g~•: · ·, ' · 
etc., which neg~t• :profes~ional ·engineering ~• define_d in 32 
M.-R.S.A. S 1251·.-sub-Sl, u.se ~f ·.••engineering" with~ a · ~orpo;a:-

• • ' I• ' • • t • 

·tion or-.'trade nam-. ·.:1a ·in vic;,l~tion of _3,~ M._R.s.~. § l35l. · 
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,~·! .. very t~l3f _yours, 
'. { I ' '. 
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John Kendrick 
.. Aasistan~ At_torney General 
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