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.) Charles E'. :togan,. i..:xec. Secretary 

John Kendrick, Assistant 

York-Electric - corporate licensing 

Hovember 16, 1972 

El.ect~icians ·m.::c~mining Board 

~ttorney General 

we have your .request to be _advtsed upon ·the question whether a 
corporation in the elec'trical c::ontracting ·business is required to 
.have a Master · electrician's license U: the corporat:l.on e1nploys 
Journeyman ,electricians. 

You state .that York Electric Company, a corporation, does not 
hold any U.cense. It's clear_ that the corporation must hold. sane type 
of-electricians license that will cover the work it .is doing, or ba 
held. in violation of. tha law. 32 M. a.s.A.- § · 12.05 clearly contelnplateu 
a license -being· issue~ to the corporation, although . ~he l _ic:ense JnU&t 
of course be applied for and qualified for .by an individual. The 
individual must ei-ther be a corporate officer or co~~ate employee, 
but in either case mus_t be . in charge of the work · ~~)(ton_e in a · 
supe:r:v isory capacity. ·.:· .. · ~-t~!•;;i{~;-~ . . 

There is no clear-cut . prohibition of jou«~~. electricians 
working for other journeymen ·e1ectr:tcians. ...i:~/Jl!-)~-~ R .A. § 1105 makaa 
it a misdemeanor for anyone "who '1ncra tj es in~~l.\a~ .. busi.naa! .11 of specified 
electrical work .to do so without "having.!'!- l:t:~e,tlse in effect hereunder." 
:rt is not cie·ar l!h2 must have what typ~:\<;?ense from a reading of the 
11 hereunder II refer·r_ed to, l. e. , other .-~~~~~~~·s _o·f your !3oar d • s law.· · 

A pe~aon or firm engagod in ~t~~~~~l oontra~ting must hold that 
type license which will cover al.~'<t°'t\,:·'.~rk he .or his men ar~ doing 
under the co~tracts he gets. If•;·~:ii~}: exam,r;,l.e, : the work being done 
requires a journeyman electri9;anf~~~e firm~must· hold at le~st a 
journeyman's license. Lic~»sili9~\,f>f corporat·ions- is provided in 32 
M.R.S.A. § 1205 which say~~~&at··~he corporation may be issued a license 
(any license., again dep,~~-1 ... .,upon the type worlc it aoes, if at least 
ol)e of its -officers 11 0 £" ... ern.i:,loyees directlv · in· charqe of tha lmsineas 
affairs" of the corporati~~:'satisf:Les the Board of his qialifieations 
as an. electrician. · . -~ 

:x:t· · cannot be construed a.s law that because the definition .of 
journeyman electrician is "a person- do.5,,ng work •••• in the employment 
of a master electrician" (32 M. a.s.A. § 1101, sub-§ 3) · your Board may 
require all employers Of Journeymen electricians to be . licensed as 
Master electricians. Accordingly, T. advise you that such a requirement 
would not stand up in .court. The l~w licensing and regulating el~ctriciano 
simply does not go that far. · 

T.f it is the intention of your Boa.rd that journeymen electricians 
should be employed only by persons or firms ·holding ·ma$ter elec:tric:i.an 
licenses, new legislation to that effect will have to be gotten. r 

·, suggest you look at 32 M.R.S.A. § 3507, which requires corporations 
) and partnerships engaged in the · plumbing business to hold licemH:ts as 

master plumbers. · 

JI<::mfe 


