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STATE OF MAINE 
lnter--Departmental Memorandum Date· November 2 # 197 2 

J:o __ -=aL'""t '"".~ R=i::..::c,;.:h~a=-=r::..:d=---C~ . _J=o=n=e=s'-----
Administrative Assistant 

in _ __:..W:....:i::.;l;;;.;l;:::.:1.::..:· am=-'S:::..-=.. _B=r -=o-dr= i=c=k-----------=
As sis tan t Attorney General 

Dept. _ _ ----'PC....ub ____ -=l =i '-=c'----"'S--"a"-f __ e ___ t;c..v _ _____ _ 

Dept __ --'A'-'-t-=----cct """"o.;;;r .... n __ e ____ v _ Ge..c....::;.;:n...cc.e.a..;;;;_ra= l _ __ _ 

Su'bjecc _ -=L=-=a::..:w.:..__:E;;;.;n=f=-o.::.:r=-=c=em=e=n=-=t:........::O....::;;f=f::..::i=c=..ae""'r=s"---'R=e---::t -=a"""'k-=i=n'-g'----'t'"""h __ e---'O'""'a==-t-'-h'-'--o ___ f _ O_f....:..fc..;;i=c---e _____ ___ _ 

0:- l. Do law enforcement personnel transferred -to the new Department 
• of Public Safety have to be reswc;>rn,? 

. . . . 
2.. If so, who should administer the oath and in the future,, who 

.should administer the -oath to all personnel? 

, ··.i~·- ·:.-1~ ·_. . .'No·. -· ~J~ri~i~: -r~search r~v~als ._ilo reason why· transf~r~ed '::· 
.. . ·•. -_ law · enforcem9:llt personn~l should_ have tc;>_ be resworn .. . . ~l?-e purpose · of 

_.-. .-~:=.< the oath is simply: to place the officer under.an obligation to their 
· oath,, thus making :the officers. more aware of their responsibilities • 

. •Indirectly,, the oath provides an additional protection to . the. public :·. 
·-:· .. against __ offi~ia1 apu·se .. ~f __ pow~r • . Opiniori ·of the Justices :3· Maine 481. ·~ 

: .(1822) !" ' · .. ~e :officers ·tr·ansferred to· .~ublic . Safety ·have already_ ·taken · 
the oath,, .' their duties remalri. substantiall.y the same and .it, is .. difficul.1 

·\ to see· how a · reswearing would make the:i:n any more aware of . their :... . -·: . 
:· .. ·responsibilities or any-more obligated to· uphold the law.· Substance 

; · ... · controls here; not .form,,·· and a · technical :ce·shuffling can in no way ·,: 
... : .. ·· . . v~tiat:e :!~)ereey off~_cer~s sworn obligation -to the law~ . .. " ·_·:·::_- ·_-_::, . .-. ·.·.:·: .-.· 

• •• • ·· .. '-:: ·· -~ ."•· :, •- " .. --.~ .. : .. .. :;., :_: ...._·,,_'.:-.,', • .'.: :• -'-:·· , • ... · .• , ,:,1_ .. j ••• • ••• -· , •• • ••• •~ : • • • - • • • ·-.~· .' ·.· •• -- .·.·· .·· •._i; ,:~,- ·,.·; 

_.J_:·::::~~i_>·:. 2.:·: .. ·_.ih~·;:~at!i, bf~·-·ot:e.t~~ iakri· by; i~~/· ~~for~eme~t-- p~~s~nn~i"-~ :_-.::._···./·· .(, 
) . .' ·the Department of· Public. Safety· cari apparently be administered .by the ~- 
·. • ·.· head_ of the· Depar~~t of Public Safety.· ... : The. oath of office· contained 
-:.· _·· .. · ·in Article IXr Section 1 of the Maine .Constitution· must be .administered 
/ · \ . in -~ertaiI1 prescr,ibed ways.._·· ·-See, . e.g~, · 5 .M.R.S.A. ·§4 :and_ 5 M.R.S~A. :_--;._ 
·<··,\. §5~--\··Howeverr -~nforcement personnel in Public ·Safety are not· the :t:Ype : .. :•. 

· ·,:· - _.•;_ ·of "officers•~ covered by ' the constitutional. oath s~ce tjley -ar~ nei-t;her . 
• 0::'.·:.':'elee'ted~ .' commissioned or ··appointed .by. the _governor. See Art~ . IX Sectio:i: 
··_, . .. ·· 1 ·of the •Maine Cons:titution1 Attorney-. General's Report,.- 1951-1954 at • _: __ : 
:<· ... · .. P.-.~. 5~; Op~ion of ~the Justices,·· 72· Me. · 542 . (1;887L:· The' statutes , do · .. · ·I'.·-· 
, . . · .. : no-t:.-·speci_fy .h°"""·- the :oath. :of office.' pertinent· to enforce:rrent pers~nnel -~: 

. . ... :--: .-; ·.s~ould·be ·admipistered.:-. ·see ·e.g • .'. 25 M.R .. S.A. §1504~-- · Therefore, .-.it .· . ·. ·:·_. 
··· ·_._ '. ·. ·seems -logical.:and . .aafe that · this particular oath should be ad.ministered 

· ·· .: by; the head . of: · tl;ie·: department~ ·. ..:-_,• . - · . · ··-.-: :--·· :-= :--. . ·.-: . . ·_. .. _ _.: . · ·. '. _. . . ·;·. · .: .<-· .·.:· .:. · · .. : :,-· ,: . ·, 

,_ : --r :;,:>-:t;::;;t\;::tt?: ----- :,, < :::. :. ; •---'. -_:it:> :··• ---__ :<: -__ ::::: :t\ ·,:: sc: c· -
c:b · · · ·. ·-:',· ... .- __ ,.- . " -.. Signature: · ... William s. Brodrick · .. 



State· of Maine 

STATE POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

Augusta, Maine 

.11I do ?J,ereby acknowledge· to have voluntarily- ·enlisted this----~ 
• .·: : . 'l. • ,· ' • 

... : .: day" of .. · .. : ; . . ·: .·::, . · 19 __ as a State Police Officer of the State . . ... ·:.· ... 
·:··.·;·.-· .. . •·:··· ::•·,: ·~ •::- ··: ·'-•.:.> .. . ·.. : __ ·.: .. . ,• ._· .·.: . . ··.· .. ·. _ ... :·. · .· .. . _ .. .. .. -. ::,.,;~~:·-.-:•,:,:!·.·:_., 

<:·of Ma:!nej ·,mdar_the- ~tions prescribed bi la.w, and'I scilemzili ~ ·.' ·;.\·.>·:. ·_.·:./:_~:~ .· 
. ,-_ that I ~~b~· ~- faith and anegian~e.· to 

0

the United' 'stat~s ~ -. .. · · ...... ·:-_ ... :. <•.' ::_.'.' 
:. •-;·.~~-,;·1 .. ;· .. ~.--•;:~:~_-::.'·:· ~.:-

1 
0 

·~:;•-· -. , 1' • . ... .... · : .- ··.:-•· ,: 0 : • •• ' ··<· _,: • --~ .·.:· --~ .. ~-- ·._ .. ::,·:·\•~- ; .. _ ... ~::.; ... ··: .. · 
_:.:··:':.Ameri~ am1··the State·a.t Maine. I.do al.so sol~J7 SWJJ8r

0

that I will·_·.·.-;. .... ·:·>··:::_:·.., ___ . 
. :· -.~ -~;.":_: .... : ... :: •. i-.:·• ... .:.. .. : .··: . . . . .. · -.: . .. .. '•· . . : . . :· -· . ·.- ... :. '<: .. :. ~ \ ~-·: .. =: ' ::_ .. :•~---
... ····carrr·out' the· duties o.t 'II1I' o.tti.ce to ·the. best of ?q' "ab1UtJ-~ and that . -:.;.- y .. ·'. _, -:·:··. ... 
. . ~ i ~-ob~ .. ~~--~~~~ - of ~e Gov~~~ ·ot ~~ -~te .ot Ma:J~~ cd ·or ~i· .. :_.::.-:'.'~.:~.•.: :_'.·/~-:-· .:~ 

':,~~~~;.a,~ ~ lU ac~ W ~ and the 'rules ~ r~~• I ' ·)\> 
. ot the state ~olic~ and thai; I will uphold the Constitution or the United ; -:_ ·· . · 

·.. . . :.'(: ·:. :· ·t·:. . . . · .. ·•:: .. ,', . : . . ., '. . .. .' . _::.; t' · .. : .:··. :_, 
.. /' <· Statee· Bild the State or Maine so help me ~~u . . . . , '.: : . ...... ··:·:> f., -~.:-. : 

•, ◄ . , . ' •• . .... -~ • • •, = .. . · •. . : 

• •,:• • • • • • .' : • •• • ,• • • • : : • • • • ~ : • •' I 
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. :• .. : ,. · . ... ·..: . .. .. 

. ,•. . ~,~ ,: .· :_.: : :·· .'' . ~:'-· ... · :. -·: .: 
. ,: .. '\, . 

., ' .... ' ~- ~. ',: .. ; ·' . . . . ' . . 
. ~ .. : .. ~- .... ·:.. ' : .. · . 

. . 

. .. · ., .. 

. .. :, . · ... 
• ~_' I•. 

Signature of officer adrn1n1 ~ter.ing oath 

Date - - -----------------
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