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" @chool anthorized under New Hampshire law to confer Associate
degrea but not so authorized under Maine law, cannokt.legally offer
courses in Maine for credit towarxd degree, wherever conferred
and cannot use 1n Ma;ne'word "college“ in 1ts namem:fe,;au
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,q,z.; can COncord col1ege legally advert se ln Malne thaériﬁfie“ i,
“lamcolléege® o through use of the word ”collegef in. 1ts name;bthe:—[L
”fwxbe hold 1tself out in Malne as a’ “college"?gﬁjf-,a SRS TR

' 2. Yes, prov;ded use of term is not deceptlve or, otherw1se ?hw”
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‘REASONS s

: The factual 51tuatlon here presented is exPllcltly covered by
statutory law, but for the factor of .a foreign state's authorization
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of degree-granting power to the school. 20 M.R.S.A. § 2202
states, in pertinent parxt;

"l. Application. No person, partnership,
institution or corporation shall confer
academic, educational, literary ox pro- -
fessional degrees unless authorized by an
Act of the Legislature....

“2. Use of name, = No person, school board,
association or corporation shall use in

any way, the term ‘'junior college'’, ‘collage’
or 'university' in connection with an insti-
tution, or use any other name, title or des-
scriptive matter tending to designate that it
is an institution of higher learning with
the power to grant academic, educational,
literary or professiocnal degrees, unless the
institution is operating under a license or
a certificate of temporary approval from

the State Board of Education or has been
given the right ¢o grant degrees in accor-
dance with this section,...

"-oto{p-

"4, Exception. Thie section shall not apply to

institutions authorized by the Legislature to
grant degrees.....”

The sweep of statutory control here cited applies to all
instances where degree credit courses are offexed within this
gtate. Obvicusly the State of Maine is not attempting to regu-
late the operation of courses outside the State. Perhaps less
obvious, Maine is not attempting to prohibit the advertising in
Maine of courses offered outside Maine:; lees obvious because not
explicit in § 2202, but generally proscribed as an unconstitutional
interference with interstate commerce. 20 M.R.B.A. § 2202 would
not apply to instances where degree credit courses are beinj of«

fered outside Maine,




Wayne H. Roes October 19, 1972

The only way any institution offering courses in Maine
may confer degrees legally is to be expresaly authorized to
do so by an acb of the Maine Legiulature.‘

The two wayn any inutitution offa:ing courses in Maine may
use the word “nollege" in ihs name legally ares

1) to b@ expressly authorized by Act of the Maine Legis-
lature to grant degreesy or

2) to be temporarily permitted to use the word "college"

by the State Board of Education,. pending express authorization
by Act of tho:Legiulntuxe of degree~granting powexr.
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Assistant Attorney General



