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·The factual situation here presented is. explicitly covered by 
statutory law, but for the factor of .a · foreign state '.s authorization 
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of degree~rant.ing power to t.h• acbool. 20 M.R.S.A. 5 2202 
■tat••, in pertinent pa:rt. a . · 

"~• Applicat.ion. _1110 peraon, partnerabi~, 
inatltutioa or corporation shall. confer · 
academic, educational, liter•~ or pro-· 
f•••ional de;r-• wale•• authoriaed. by an 
Aot. ot tha Le;ial.ature. • • • · 

1'2. .U•• of name. ·. Ito peraon, acbool board, 
·••ociat.ion OJ: corporation •hall u■e in 
any way; . the t.erm .•junim: college', .•college' 
or · •wiivai:aity• in- connect.ion with an iiaati­
tution, oz- use any oimer name, t.ltle or dea• 
acript.ive •t.tu .tending to da•ignat.a.U.t it. 
1• an inatitution of higher learning witJI . 
the p;,wet" t.o grant academic, edv.c:ational, 
li~erary or p~ofeaeional deg.re••• unle•• the 
lnatitu~ion i■ ope~ating un&tr a licenee or 
a cu~iCLcate of tem~ary approval from 
the state Bo&J:d of Bduc:attion 0£" baa been 
given th·• right to grant degree• in accor­
dance wi~ thi■ eect:i.on •••• 

.. . ••••••• 

"4• Bxaeption. ~i• aec~ion ahall not. apply to 
institution• authorized by ·th• Legial.a.~u.r:• .to 
grant. degree• • •••• :• 

The aweep of atatutory control here cited appliea to all 
inatancea whe~e degree credi t cour■ea a r e offered within this 
Sta~•• · Obv.t.oualy th• state of Maina _ia not .attempting to reg\i• 
late the ope~ation of couaea oueaide the state. Perbapa ·leaa 
obvious, Maine i• not attempting to prohibit --the advertiaing in 
~ine of coureea offe.ra4 outside Mainer 1••• obvioua becauee not 
explicit in 1· 2202, but ·genually proac:ribe4 ae an unconstitutional 
interference wit:h inter•tat.e commerce. 20 H.a.s.A. s 2202 woulci 
not apply _t.o 1natancea Where degree c r edi t courses are oein9 of..;. 
fe£ed ·out.eide Maine. 
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Th• only \fay any inat.itution offering .cCNr••• in Maine 
may confer degree• legally i• t.o be expressly ~uthorizeci to 
do so by an act of · the Main~ Legiela~u.r•• . . · 

': . 

'l'he two w~·Y• .·any in■titut.1on offering . cour••• ·1n Mai-'18 may 
use the. word •aolJ•g•" in itla na.ma leg•lly arei . . .. . . 

' .. 
:. ' . ,: ' .~·: : .. 

1) to be expl'f!&a,ly authoriz-4 by .Act;, Of the Maine Le9ie­
la.~ur• ·teo grant .deigreea, or 

2) to l;Je t.empo.r:a,:ily s-rmitte4 to ua• .th• WOl'd "coll•g•" 
by .tb• StaH Boa.rd .of .E4ucation, · .. . pendi'1g expre•• .aut}lori.zation. 
by .Act of tbe. Legialature o~ degz••~gr,anting s,ower. · 

John ·Kendriclc 
Aa■iaun- Attorney General 


