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U b ; October 2, ‘1972

Peter M. Damborg, Deputy 1:';‘i" SR Secretary of State
John We. BenOit. Jr.. Deputy 3 .g h' Attorriey Generali

Changes of Vbting Places oE Residents in Townships

B g IS . . e .
R TR N ._..‘-._-,_-__--....... B R

, This is our informal relponse to your inter-departmentsl
memorandum dated’ September 29, 1972 posing: two questione for
. our oonsideration.; The two questions are. considered separately

below..-

R The first situation involves rssidents ina township in
Aroostodk County:. - 17;.R. 5, That township is located in Sena—-.

4 torial District #dl. _Presently, residents of that township are:

.'registered to vote in Stockholm. ' It is fact that Stockholm is .

" located in Senatorial Disatrict 32 and also that stockholm is '
located in'a" Representative Distriot other than the one 'in which:

- P 17, -9 .18 located. ' The question posed is Whether the voters
Sin T. L?. R.' 5 may change their voting residences to a voting place
in Senatorial District 31," the District in which T. 17; R. 5 i8- '
looated. whioh other voting place is. also ‘within the same Repre-
eentative District as that of 7. 17. Re 57 We answer that question

-~in the’ affirmative. The provis;ons of 21 M.R.S5.A. § 246, sub-§ 1, .

‘‘authorize a’'resident of .a township' to register. enroll and vote in
-any town. within his’ Representative Distriot., Thus,'persons reaiding
“in T 17, Re.5 may. register,: enroll and vote in New Canada Plantstion,
Wallagrass Plantation, St John .Plantation, st. Franois. Allsgqsh
‘Plantation, Eagle Lake and Winterville pPlantation; all of thoag

'“f; voting places are in. the same Representative District and s l
& District as: Te' 17,  Re So¢ .You ask specifioally whether &

msy be made without the- residents ‘waiting three months.s ei

21 M.R.8.A.. § 246, Sub-§ 4. - Yes. 'he. reference statqfory Rﬁbvzsion
specifies that residents of a’ township may contin ke in

any election in the town where registered for’ 'be iqd f three

" months follawing ‘his removal from the townshipv proviﬁing he continues

to reside in .the State during that pericd 'ms & qets of the present

.“'L.

‘case do not indicdEte.that the. voters.; iqfi'.l'. l"b.., .5 are moving from
the towhship, BRather, the matter is,gneﬂdntﬁh ch the voters of the
township are seeking to have. their vd% g 1ace changed. Moreover, .
according to’ the provisions of R. .§ 246, subms 1, the .
residents of ar township may ¥ ernd enroll on election day.,
2. In t:he other situation 'ﬁtlined in your memorandug, voters
in T. 16, R4 in Aroostook County also vote in Stockholm. Stockholm
and T. 16,: R.. 4 are'in the same Representative District but whereas
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& tstockholm is in SQnatorial Diatriot #32, T. 16. R. 4 is :Ln
Senatorial District #31. - The question ‘posed concerning this
factual situation is whether residents in T. 16, R. 4 can .
s {ohange their voting place to another senatorial District, i.e.
1§#31s {-This second question is’ the more diffioult @f the two _ .
questigns posed. ' The Township. (T 16, R. 4) is not a part of
Senatorial District #32° although the fivo municipalities joined
<with the Township are located in Senatorial bDistrict:#32.° Thus,
"while the voters in T, 16, R. 4 may vote in Stockholm for the:
i office 'Of Representative ‘to the Logislatu:e. they cannot vote -
.' for State Senator from District #32, 21 8 246, sub- 3.
The queot;on posed in your momorondum is whether the voters in:
.T. 16,.. R. ‘4 nmay legally choose to register, earoll and voto in a-
T;municipallty located in anothex.. Ropresentatiwe District so that-
. :those voters might. then be permitted to yote for a State Senatot.
\fFinding nothing to the. ‘contrary in 21. M.R.SA. § 246, it is our
opinion that the inhabitants of T.‘16,~R, 4 may legally reyister,
'enroll and vote in a municipality located in the same Senatorial
District as''is T.:16, R. 4, In answering this second question, it
should be noted that . the - atatutes on the’ subject are not. without
] ambiguity.. For . examplo. 21 M.R.S.A,. § 246, sub-§ 2 and.3 both"
) contain a reference to- "county" 'Lﬁmyoontinuatlon of that statute
"k overlooks: the fact the’ term “county" has. been. rqplaced by Senatorial
voting: distrloto. Novettheless. the legislative intention expressed
in' § 246 sponsors . authority for- residents of a township to register,
enrcll and vote 'in a town" bolonging to either. the.same Representative
© L ek senatorial Dzstxict to uhloh tho repideots township is a ‘part..
' For example, note the language in 21 M.R.5.A." § 246, sub-§ 3, that .
~'if a person votes 'in a. "county" other than the one in which he’ o
-resides,  "he may not ‘'vote for Ropresentativo to the .Legislature,

. 8tate Senator or for any .county office," . The inference is that, the
selection’ of a: 'voting place’ by a resident. of a township is not meant
to be reotrloted to ‘selection of a town belonging. t¢ the same Repre=-

.sentative District in’ which tho rosidonts' township belongs,to .the .
‘exclusion ' Of. selection of. ‘a.voting place in the Senatorial District.

“As cam be seen from the facts stated in both of the instances out~.

~ lined in your memorandum, it is, possible for- ‘voters of a township to |
be voters in common with those voters in sther towns comprising &
Representative District but at the same time be considered non- '
voters respecting the Senatorial District to which the voters of
the other municipalities belong. such is the cage  concerning resi-

~ dents in T. 16, R. 4. Because we find nothing restrictive in § 246

“‘of Title 21. forbidding residents of T. .16, R.. 4. from registerxing,

' enrolling and -voting in a‘town located in sgnatorlal ‘District #31,

the same Senatorial District in which T. 16, R. 4 is geographially
locatod, wo answor “the second qnestion in the affitmntiVo.
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