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·. Changea of. V~tin9. Piac,es o_t ~eiclent'- in Townsh:i,:ps . ' . ' . . ' .. 
'' <;, .. ; ... :,· •,. ·:. ·. ,(. •; : ·•,'• '.·,.• ~_'. :': • .. : _-·' ; , . 1:, ;_ .. ·, . •l • I' . 

\ . : ... 

_' . ··: . _:. Thi~:.'is· :o·~·::·i°ri~~~ma-1 .. : .relilpons~,- t9 yo~r '. in_t,r~e'p~rtniental 
memoi-andun(datea.'·septembe_r· ·2~, 1972 poei'ng: two· que~tions for 

. , 9u~-' .considerat~~n~,,_- 'l'b' '. ij,~c;>·,·q~,st~ons •re, 9~sid,red ~epar~.t~ly 
'. · below. . · - ·· , , . . - . . • . · · · 
• i .• : •·. • • ' . ::· .• -~ ........ ·• . ··' . ••• . . • ' .• • • ! 

.. ::·· . . :1.-- .· ';rhe.:: ;irst._s'i~~tion iAvo;i.ves _residents. in a town~llip :in· ' 
_·, A.coos.took cowit'.y1. · '1'.~.'-°17;- ~-. · 5,. :· 'l'hat . . tqw~ship is located in Sena-.- . 

. _. tori~l 'District .#3.1~ ,·,,-- P.resentiy, . r•sidents. of that tow·nship are: 
: : .. .--,:-egist~.ed t,o· vote ·:Ln.'stock.holm. : l.t is fact that· Stockholm i_s , 
.. ·.'·located:in Senatori~l-··:J>istrict· 32° and 'also 1:,bat Stockholm ts . ·- . 

. _:· . .-. iq6ated ·in ·a·--ae:presentat~ve·.',District ·other 
1

thati the one •·in Which: 
-·._ : ·. ·T·~-. l? ~. ·_a • .-S .-ia1· ·; l~catec;i •. • · The. question_ J?Qsed :1a_ Whether tl;e voters 
_··· .;_.:_~n·.~. _-i.:"i,':··a~--··s nusy tjla_~ge·:t;heir vottng ·r•sid:ences· to-~ voting place_ 
<·_··in· senatorial· I>;l.str:ict 31/- t1'e · Dis~.ti0t· in_ which '1'. 17 ;: R. 5 is -

'. •: located~· which::c;>the& -vot,ing· J>la9e ._i$ :a-~s<? ·within' .the -same .aepte-
•. ·d._ ,p~ntativ~ D~stric1;_: ,is_ irliai;: o~ .. 'l'. ·. ~ 7~, ~~- 5? .We_ answer that qµestion 
.. ,· i-in-.the·a·ff~rma:tive'.,:-~ ~:provision" o;-21 ~.a.s.A. s 246, :s'llb•§.l, . 

) ·-. : __ . _.al.lt~orize -~_.'_reside~~ .-ot :a _towns'hip'._to_ regiet,er,. eproll and vote in · 
\., ' .. , :_- '"'.&lnf town :wi~in·. h·is.·_:a.pr.~se.n~.t~v«1t·_DistJ.i0t. _. 'l'hus, I persons residin'iJ 

.. ··.:-·_·.·_.in-~~ 17,,.,R' •. ·$ ~Y. ·reg~stei:,·- en~oll·--Jncl vote· ~n ~ew c~~da 'J?lan~tic;>n, 
· · ·, · ·'.· r.:. Wa,llagras-e Plantation,. $t~_.- John .l?lG.ntat~on, st. F,rancj,s, ·Allag~sh,. · .- · ~ 

. __ . -:_.:~~antation~ ·Eagle ··~xe' a~' Winterv:Lfle flan~tionr all' of tho~\ .- . 
,_· : ._. vo~ing .pl~~':s . a.r~. ;n :,~~ :_same .Repr~,en~tive ~is.1:J:ict and ~~a.-,it&_al. 

• _._ .... :· __ Dist~ict ~•:'1'•_·.17, .. a._~.· __ :~ou ask Sl;'eq:a.f:l:cally whetller_ a~~-:~~--- r.i?ge 
. · :-. ·. ,may be made wi'tho°\~t -~• res~~ents wa,iting three months<-13~e-~ _in 

:·. ·, .:21 ·M.R.s.,.. .• , 5 246,· Sub-§ 4.:·· ·_Yes_,. 1.he: reference stat~oi'y -~visi~n 
· · · -__ ·· spec::-ifies · 1$,a't · .re•icients · of ·a· town.ship· ~Y 9ontinv.p to~ vg).e in - . 

any eleot;J,911 -in,-. the town where .regts~ittre.d. for : '1 ~'iiQd 't:/t. three · · 
: __ ·. months fo~lowing -hi~ .remc;>val ·frpm · ~e .t~ns~~~ ~~?y;J.ain<;i he continue~ 
-·· _to·,;es~ae ·i~ ;~he S~te au,ring imat_ ~riod~.~-~~~.;}.t.1cts of the pr••~nt 

. .-.. :· cas_e.· do i'lc:>t ind.icat~e·.J;hat the. vo_1;e.;.~;i,,.- iq<~·.;,-i ?-~.:~; . s ar~ moving from 
:.· the towhsbip. •~~.r_, ~e mat~.r is :6!_ne·,fim ~'-oh the voters of t~ 
_ :· .. ·:·t~n~~ip· .are -see~ing to' have t~i~voi1.~g:~1ac·e c~nged •. Moreover . .,· 
. · .. _. according ·_to ·_the- pr~vi_sions ot: ·2Af~~a.~'"')t~ . § 246, ':'~§ . ·l, the : -:· 

· ; ,reel.dent:~ ~~; ~··,~~hi~ ~Y r~~~•'.14 ~011 on electioll <lay •.. · ' 

. · . · · 2. . In· :t:11e ·Other· situatio~~tli.ned in your memorand'WJl, voteJ::s 
"in '.l'.: 16, a.· :4 in Aroostook county· ·also vote in S~ockholm. Stockholm 
and T .• 16,: R._ .·4:' are .'i:-ff -~pe sa.\D,e· .Representative· D_istrict .but whereas 

• ' I • • : • • •. : ~ • • ' ,t : ,• • • • • ' 
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·\ ·stockhQlm ia · in senotorial l)iatri0t #32, 'l'. 16, a. 4 is in 
. . ' . . '• . .. 

Senatorial Distr;ct ~Jl. · 'rbe· question po~ed ~oncerning_this 
factual situation . j,a ··whether· J:esidente in·.T. 16, .R. 4 can ·. · 

:_.cha~ge their• votin!J' place ·~o . ano~e·~ ·.$.enatoJ:".i~l .District; i.e. 
... J3l • . ( Thia. second ·ques·t~n. · 11i" th~ . ~re .··difficult of .. th~ :two . . 
questi~na posea. ·· 'l'he Township, ('l'_.16,, .R~. 4). is. not.a part. 0 .f · 
Senato.J;"_ial Distric_t ... #32 ':.a~~ough .ii-~•· f~yr,,. m\lllic:~palities joined· · . 

. ,: with the Township -~re -located in :senator~al · l>;l:strict;, #32. ·. Thu•, 
·.: while the voters -tn '1'~ 16, a. 4· may vQ~e in Stockholm for . th'1·· : 

.:, o.f ·fice '9f . Representative. ·to. the X.egialat.~e, they .0aiµ1ot .vote · · , . 
,; '. fo~ .st.ate:· senator from Pistrlct' .#32 .. ,' .. ·21 ·M,B,S ,A .. ,· S 2416, sub ... § · 3. 

The _que~t~on ·. posed .in _your memorand~ is Whethe,r .~, voters · in ,, · • 
_.' 'l'. 16, . . R. ·.4 lt:\ZIY leg~,ll:,;t .- chooae to regiate.~. enroll. ~nd vote i~ a .­

: . : : mwiicipa ii ty; .located.' in .: anot;h~,a;-~ . _aep~esen~~i 'le D',.str-.t.ct so . tha.t . .. : 
.. ·; those . voters · ~igbt:• then. be pe~mt tt.ed ·. to ··fot~ · fQ~. :a Sta·te ·Sena toi • · 
.. . ·:_. Findi,nci nothing · ~9 : the ,•' contrary in 21 . M. R. S "IA • , · 1. 246, it is our.· .. 
. ·.1 .o~i'1iO~ ,t'.ha~ ·:~he' ', inhilbitanta . ~f· T.~: :16,·,, a,: 4 ,may legally re':}iater'; 

···enroll and-·vote in -~ P1unicipality toca~e_d in ·,the ·same senat.oria'l 
»i .. trict ,_aa ··1a·· ir.· :16, .. :a. 4/.,· xn a~~-.r:Lng tpis .. •~concl ~estion, it 
should be ··not.ed'·that·.tne .- atatutee :on the· sub.j'ect are not.without·· 
ambiguity •. '. i'or -.'example~-:·2.1 : M.a..s.-.~ .- .' s · .24·6,. alil)_;S ~ and . ·3 l)otb , · · • · 
contain ,a ~reference- to:- ~co~ty-". · •'.JS..n.y o~nt,inWl~ion, .of that eta tut• · 
o.ve~lopka: ~ :fact( ~ ,._ te~l'EJ. ·•~o~~y•• ... haa. been'.repla_c::ecl 'J'Jy senato~ial 
voting· .. dis~ric.ts~ :: Nevertl\eles»~· . t"ne·-legiaJ:ative intention· •xpre·aaed 
'in· S' -~4-~' .. apons~rs ·-~uth0%'ity :tp:r '.residents 9'f ·a tow.nship 'to .r•giater, 
en:coll and , vote •in. a ·town ··.belonging,. ·to· •ither . the : same Representative 

1 ,· • • ' . • • t ' . 

·. ·g~. ~•~tori~~ .D~~"tct ~o ~~i~~ the; · ~~,~t• •. ~ow.ns~iP•. is a ·part • . 
. , ·· . l!'or examP,l•~· no_te. _the · lan~ua~e: in ·2;1 .M.a,s.A• .. · s 246; &®-§ 3, that. 

.. , . .- if .a p~u:-,e~ . votes ··irJ. ··a .~ "coun~y.11
1 .C?ther tha.n. tile one ·in which he.··. 

-:· . .resides, . 11ha ·. may' not ·vo~e for Rep;eaent;a~iv• ... ·~ the -Legislature, . 
. state Senator or ··for' any .comity o ·ffice~ 11•. The inference is that. tho 

select.ion' of ·_a : ·vo~in9 _·plac;:e: tJy a ·~esident. of a .. ·townebip is not mea,ll~ 
to .be .re,t.ri(:t.ed · to. -select.ion ·~f :!1 i;.~n belongin9. to ~• s_ame aep,r~­

.. sentative _Di.strict. ·.··1:1i- Which, ~he · :~aidenta ~ towpahip' l)elonga/to ..,1;he . _: 
·~clusion· · ·;Qf .selection· of. ··• :voting •pl~ce.:~n the senatori~l District. 
··As• can -~ ,- aee;n f~C)lq· tbe'.:fac,ta: stated in b9th .of ·t.he inatances out'."" . 
~inecl'. ·1n yow: )nemo.randum, it .ie, posa:Ll)le - fo.r: · votera. of .. a township to 
be vo~ra · in ·c~n ~ith thoae.·vote,J:a i~ ether· t~as COll\,P.t'ising a · 
Rep:i:esel'!,tative t>i~t.r:ict. but ~t- :the same time be consider~d non- ' 
vote.rs ·resp~cting the senatorial »~~t.rict to w~~c~ the vote.rs of ·. 
the · other, municip1litiea bel.opg. S\JCh ·1s the caJe · concerning .resi,.. 
dents· in· T~. 16~ a.· ·4, .· .Because .we ,find. no.thing .restrictive .in S 246t 

:. of: 7.'itle ·,21. fQrbidding .residenta, of 'l' • . 16, a .. i4 .tr~ registering,~ 
: •··ew:olling and :VOting,:in a, town located .. in-' senatQ~iai 'Pistl:ict #31, 
:. the- same senatorial · Disti:ict· in whiCih,-'l'.· 16, · a~ · 4. · ie 1;1eographia~ly· 
locateq, ·we answer .·the second queation-·in the· affirmative. 
;· · .. . · ... ·,; •, .:: -:· .. :··):,):.': .. ·:: .. _: ' ·:··:_ \ :·: · · . .. \: .: ·. · :;, , • · 
JB/mf' . . . . . :. . . -: . . . : , .. 
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