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Kenneth M. Curtis, Governor 

John w. Benoit, Jr., Deputy 

September 21, 1972 

Executive 

Atto~ney General 

This is a response to your int~r-departmental memorandum 
dated September a, 1972,· requesting an opinion "whether. the 
State Building · code for- factory manufactured homes'· applies to 
mobile homes as well"·• ·:: · · ·. : ·· ·· 

we an_swer the question in the negative. . our .answer is 
predicate~ on th~ fact ·-.:that the statute referred ·to in your 
memorandum is the "Indus·trialized Housing Law" appearing in 
30 ~.ij.S .A.:· s 4771-§4783, inclusive. The provisions of the 
reference Law do not apply to mobile homes if the term 11mobile 
homes II refers · to conventional houae-trailers. · : ~· 

,, : i· 

The purpose of the· -·:~•Industrialized Hou■ing Law" was to 
remove obstacle_s to the. ·.construction of ho'2,sing from pre
f~bricated materials cx•eat.ed by the fact that' bui'lding codes 
of communities in the state were not uniform and iimpeded the 
utilization ·_of new and improved technology, techniques, methods 
and materi:als in the pr_od~ct~cm, of houain9. ~30 x·.R.S.A. § 4772. 
Presently,. _municipalities do · not regulate the building or 
construction of mobile · hanes, municipalities artit only authori~ed 
by law to pass ordinanc::,es regulating aani~ation an.a parking 
facilities for conveptional house-trailers. 30 M~·R.S.A. § 2151 , 
sub-§ 4 1 ,r A. . .: ; .. 

. It is noted that the statutory definition of .·.11 industrializ.-.d 
housing" does not make·use · of the term "mobile home". 

I .. i I~' • . . • 

;
11 ,·_industriali~•e'd ·housing I meana any · . . 
stz;ucture desig·ned primarily for · 
residential oc·c:,up~nc:y which .is wholly 
or _in substantial part made, fabricated,. :.; 
fo.;-med o:,; aasem,bl~d in manufacturing ' : ~, 
.tac::1.11,ties for ... inatalla.tion, or assembly i 
and· installation on the building site." . 1 
30. ,M.R.S.A. § 4773. sub-§ 3. . 

) ·, 
' . 

If the ·Legislature. had._"intended tbe "Industrialized Housing Law" 
to -apply to conventional.house~trailers, it could have so pro
vided. 

"W:e are ascert·aining here not ·what the· 
Legislature may have meant by what it 
said, but rather are deciding what that 
which the Legislature said means." 
State v. Millett, 160 Me. 357, 360. 
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FOX". example, note that the provisions of 30 M.R~S-.A. S 255_1 and . 
§ 2554-A·. apecifically provid~ that the electt"ical"- code applies to 
mobile homes. :~ .' : · . · = ·- ;. ·: 

. Trusting that this memorandum su:f:f~ciently answe~s the 
inquiry, I remain, •· 

:{·/-:; ·• 

,.,:·- . 
. . 

Respect~lly yours;, 
' .. 

Joml W. BENOIT, JR. 
Deputy A~torney c,;en·eral 

• ~ I • 


