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Retirement 
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Retirement; Forest Ranger: intercha119eability 

SYLLABOSa 

A forest ranger is a law enforcement officer and the retirement 
benefits of ■uch officer and a law enf.orcement officer in the Depart
ment of Inland Pi•h9%'.ies.and Game are _substantially similar, per- . 
mitting such an. officer to reti.re •after 25 years of combined such 
service and age, 50· under s M •. a.s.A. 5 1121, Subsection IE,, . purauant 
to 5 M.a.s.A. s 1121, -,u,eection 11. 

FACTS: 

Subject employee ha• been and still is a forest ranger from 
April 2, 1962. Prom June,, 1949 until September 1956,, he was a law 
enforcement of·ficar in the · Department of Inlan4 Fisheries and Game. 

opBS'l'I<!J, 

can the earlier service in the I>epartment of Inland .Piaheries 
and Gall\8 be combined.with the currant .service in the Porastry 
Department·ao as to perlllit a retirement allowance after 25 years 
of combined ■uc:b · aervice and age 50 under S ll.R.S.A. SactiOR 1121, 
subaection 1B (Fordstry)? 

AHSWER: 

Yea. 

REASQllS: 

5 M.a.s.A. 5 1121, subsection 1D providesr 

"D. Any law enforcement officer in the 
Department of Inlan4 Piaberias an4 Game 
and any law enforcement officer in the 
Department of Sea and Shore Fisheries-may 
retire upon ·completion of 20 yaara of 
creditable service as a law enforcement 
officer in the Department of Inland Piaheries 
and Game or a law enforcement officer in the 
.Department of sea and Shore Fisheries, but 
must retire at attainment of age 55, except 
that any person, who was a law enforcement 
officer in the Department of Inland 
Fiaheries and Game or a law enforcement 
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officer in 'the Department of Sea a,nd Shore 
Fisheries on July l, 1956, may continue . in 
service until aga.60 is attained and forth-· 
with shall be retired.. Any per•on who · fa a 
law enforcement officeriin .the Department of 
Inland. Piaheriea and Game or the Department 
of sea and Shore riaheriea and Who will not 
_have _20 year■ of c~edit~le aerv~ce at the 
ti~ age 55 ia. attained iaay continue in said 
_•ervic• ·. until 20 yea.ra i• ·attained .and forth•. 

•with shal.l be retired. Military aervice credits 
aa allowedundei: aectiein 1094 shall not be con
•aic!eJ:"ed as pa~. of ·tne ·creditable ae"ice a• a 
law enf=cemant ~fiaer under• thie eactt.ion, ·but 
that any military aervica creditable under 
aection 1091 aha.11 'be. c~•idered to be part 
of the credi~ble ••.rvice necessary for. the 
20 year• aa a law enfor~am•nt officer, provided 
that he waa ·• law enforceiment officer in either 
of aaid departJQ8nt• at the .time of entrance 
into aaid miliauy aervice •nd upon Hparati_on 
from military aervice again became a law 

.enforcemarit off;l.ca,r .in .either of said clepart-. 
manta. The total amount of the service retire
ment allowance of a law enforcement officer 
retired in _accard~uce with .thia paragraph shall 
be equal to l/2 of hia ~rent annual ·salary." 

5 M.a.s.A. s 1121, aUbaection lB provide■, 

"E. Any foreat ranger in th• :roreatry Depart
ment may retire at. attained age 50 ar upon 
coqpletion of 25 year• of total creditable 
service a, a forest ranger in the Forestry _ 
.Department, .whichaver ia the later. Retire~ 
ment ahall ~ cainpu■o.ry at the attainment of 
age 60 • . Except thai; any forest. ranger in the 
Forestry Department who will not attain the 
25 yeara · of creditable service. at age 60 ay 
be .permitted to ·continue in his employment until 
·age 63 in ·ar4ar .to obtain the 25 year• of . 
crf!lditable aervica· nece.■liary. The totalanount 
of ·the service retirement allowance of a · 
fora■t ranger in t.h~ Foreatry Department 
retired in accordance with this paragraph 
shall equal to 1/2 of his current annual 
salary ... 
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5 M.R.S.A. § 1121, ■ubaection 11 providea1 

"11. Law enforc811\ent officers. Any 
service retirement benefits, accruing 
to a law enforcement officarunder this 
section, whi~b are aubatantially aimilar 
or equal. shall be interchangeable. 11 

12 M.a.s.A. s 524 provides, 

"Forest ran;era under the direction or 
th• c:anuniaaioner shall have auperviaion 
of the forest fire pr~•ction program; in
cluding all peraonnel and facilities oE all 
types • . They ,hall inva•tigate and gather 
evidence regarding the caU11ee of firea, 
.enforce all laws relating to foraat and 
fore■t pra•ervation,. cauae the arrest of 
all violators thereof, proiaecute -all 
offenaea againat the nma, and in tb1a 
conr.aection shall have the aame power to 
serve criminal proceaa ~gainst auch 
offenders a• a aheriff or hi:,a· daputy, 
and . shall have and enjoy t~e ■ame rights 
aa a aheriff to require aid in executing 
the duties 0£ their office, · including t.he 
right to-deput.ia·a temporary aides." 

It aeema ·c1ear from the foregoing proviaiona that a forest ranger 
ia a law enforcement o~ficer and that the retirement benefit■ of 
a law enforcement officer in the ·Department of Inland Piaheriea and 
Game ar~ substantially aiMilar to the retirement benefits of a law 
enforcement officer .in th• Forestry Department. Accordingly, the 
retirement -benefit• which acaruaa to subject employee while a law 
enforcement officer in the D~rtment of Inland Pishe~i•• and Game 
can be eombin•d with the retirement benefit acci:uing to thia 
f!IIDPloyee as a law .. anforcement officer in the Poreatry Department 
■o a• to permit him to retire under S M.R.S.A. S 1121, aubaection 
lE when he completes 25 years of canbined auch service and age 50, 
purauan~ to s M.a.s.A. s 1121, subeect~~ 11. · 

C.Rr.nnfe 

CBIUU,ES lt. IAROOCHI 
Assistant Attorney General 


