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August 30, 1972
Linwood F. Wright, Director Bureau of Aeronautics

Martin L. Wilk, Assistant Attorney General
Uniform Relocation Assistance (Public Law 91-646, 42 U.8.C.§§ 4601-465!

SYLLABUS :

1 M.R.S.A. §§ 901 et sag. authorizes and empowers all sponsors
of airport development projects in the state .pf Maine under the
Airport and Airwsy Development Act of 1970 to comply fully with
‘Titles II and III of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646,

42 U.8.C. §§ 4601~4655) v

FACTS: . |

The Uniform Relocation Asaistance and’ Real Property Acguisition
Policies Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646, 42 U.5.C. §§ 4601-4655)
(hereafter "Uniform Relocation Act") requires that as of July 1,
1972, all sponsors of -airport development projects under the Air-
port and Airway Development Act of 1970 (hereafter "ADAP'} be able
to comply fully with Titles IX and 1II of the Uniform Relocation
Act. .

The Federal Aviation Administration has inquired whether Maine
ADAP sponsors:are authorized and empowered to comply with the
Uniform Relocation Act, and the Director of the State of Maine
Department of Transportation, Bureau of Aeronautics has requested
that we reply to'the FAA inguiry.

UESTION:

 Are the instrumentalities in Maine having authority to sponsor
ADAP projects authorized and empowered to comply with Titles IT
and III of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Proparty

Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646, 42 U.8.C.
§§ 4601=4655)7

ANGWER:

Yes.
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REASONGS. -

" Under the laws of the State of Maine, the state, municipalities
and other political subdivisions are authorimed to sponsor ADAP
projects subject to the prior approval of ths Director of the
Department of Transportation, Bureau of Aeronautics. The pertinent
statutory provisions are as follows:

"The State, municipalities and other political sub-
divisions. separately, and municipalities and other. ..
political subdivisions jointly with one anothsr or with
the Stats by and -through their duly constituted xep~ .

resentatives are authorieed to ‘apply for and accept fed- ..

aral ‘ald to. further any purpose related to the. development
of asronautice and to do all things necessary or incidental
;hw-to. subject to section 162, subsection 3," 6 MJR.8.A.
- 163 v

- ' "No municipality .or other political subdivisionin
this: state, vhether -acting alone oy jointly with anothex
municipality, a political subdivision ox with the State,
shall submit to the Administration any reéquest for federal.
ald undex the Federal Airport and Alrway Development mt o:e
1970, so_called, or any amendmant thersof, unless the -
project and the project application have been first apprwud
by t:ha d:lructor." 6 M. R. .n. § 162 (3).

'.’I.‘hﬂl authority of an ADAP spumor t'.o fully ecmply wi.th thu
Uniform Relocation Act may be found in.1 M.R.8.A. §§ 901 g __t-,_ggg_,.,
entitled "Relocation Assistance." This Act became effective
March 1, 1972 purauant to & smial Beuien of the Logillature.

. Bection 901 of this Act clearly enunciates its purpose to
ba to enable asponsors of ADAP projscts to comply in all respects
with the tniform: Relocation Act. Section 201 reads as followas

.- "he purpose of tha chapter is to establish a - -
uniform policy for the treatment of pesrsons displaced:
as a result of federally mssisted State programs in
order that such persons shall not suffer as a result
of programs designed for the benwfit of the public as
a vhole, a 4 ly with ce

Wil aenac the Congress of the od states."
(Emphasis supplied.)
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gection 902 of the Act implements this purposse in pervasive
language. That section provides:

" “Whenever tha acquiaition of real. properﬁy w111
result in the displacement of any. par@on on or after the
'aﬂuctivo date of this Act and the p:ogram in eligibla
fox federal £inanc$a1 alqlltance, the stata 19 authorized
to roueivc sueh federal. flnancial al-i-tanco ahd upan and

Enﬁhnsin suppliod'l

" gg 191 (p.:.. 9—546; 94 Btat. 1394) .

E"thhing 1n the Chaptcr shall b. canltrutd EYY limlt
the authority or eligibility of . th- State’ to ricaive .
fadernl finaneial asaiatanna'" L

”whs Act applias to all potantial nponlaz- of ADAP prajqcta in
Maina (the State, munieipalittiu and other politi¢a1 subdivisions)
since the term "Stite" as uqad tn thn Act ih dtfindﬂ an fellown-

, '“Tha texin 'Stata' ‘shall iriclude avcry ag-ncy,
department and political’ subdivision of the State but
shall not include the Stats HMighway Commissfon.™

It nhnuld he notod paranﬁhetieally that thc stato Highwqy
cammissian has no 1ndupendnnt ‘awthority to, -ponno: an ADAP projoct.

For the faragoing reasonl, 1t is oux’ op&nion that all -ponlorn

of ADAP puojacts in Maine have’ eh- authority to' comply tully with
the Uniform Ralouation Act,:

Martin L., wWilk

MIW H Assistant Attorney General



