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.J\ugus~ 18f 1972 

Kc::rmit ·s . Ui.cke.rao~-, Deputy Commissioner 

· Crai9 H.· N~ison, Assistant 

Education 

· Attorney Ganeral 

Disposal of School Property· in Ui1organized · 'J?e:r:i::i.tory 

. You l:i,ave • inquired a~ to wb.e~her ·the sale ·of unuset.\ school 
buildings loca~ed j,n the unorHail-12:ed territory of the· State should 
be ca~r:i.ed out by the· .conunis_sioner of Edu~ation~ pursuant- to 'l1 itle 
20 M. R. s .A.· § 1459,· or by the Stat~ l?urchas;ing Agerrt, pui:suan.t· .to 
'I'itle.·s_ M;tt.R.A. §§ 1812 and 1813~ 

I 

-'J.'.he. pe.t"tinent .pcovisions· of. 'J.litle 5 ·ri. a .• _:3.A. ~Hi l8l2 and i1813 
read as. follows: 

i't § l8l2. $cop~ 0~ pui;chas ing· :·autho_r.i,.ty 
' . . 

The: terms .. •ser.vices,.• 'auptilies, 1 -~materlt1ls 1 
. 

and· 'equipment• .. as· used in this chapter,"_ sha l l be 
held to mea~ ·any and all services, articl~~ or 
things which shall be used by or furnished to 
the State or any depa i:·tment ox:: agency t!).ereof, 
and any a.nd all pr i-nting, b:f.nding, publication 
of laws.,. j~1rnals <'ind . repo.rts. · _. Exct?.pt as· pro":" · . 
vided in ~hapters l.41 to 155, any and all . · · 
services, s~ppliss, mqterials ·and equipment 
needed by one or mo.re d.epa.r·tments or agen,.cies 
of• the· State Government. shall- be direc·tlv . · 
purchased or contracted for b ,; the· state 
Purchasing A□ent, as may ·be -determinet;f.: from 
time to tim$ _by rules. adopted pursuant to . · 

. · ·chapters l4;L to· 155, which rules :t.he bepa:rtm~n~ 
of Finance and Administration is autho.cized and 
·empowered·to. _make •. It ia the in.tent and purpose 
of ·this chapte.r, that the state· Purchaeing 
Agent shall 2,urcU™. collectively all· se.rvlcea, 
.supplies,.materials and equipment for.the State 
or any d_epa rtment; or agency. thereof . in a manne.u 
that will best secure -the greatest possible · 

.economy consisb:nt with the grade or quality 
of tn,:2· ·-services, supplies, mate.rials anq 
equipment · best aoapt:ed fo.r: the :purpoa·as ·for .. 
whi~h-they arf3 rioeded. 11 ('U:mphasis s·uppl:i.e<,=n .. · 

i • 

11 § 1813. · tlulas and regulations ·,• 

The State Purchasing Agent, with the approval 
-of the Commissioner of Finance and-Administration; 
may adopt, ntodi£y. or ab;rogat~ ruic~s· · and r.egulatione 
for the following pu.rpose$: · 

NDl' 
: . J 



ICermit. ~:. Nick-~rson, l)epu't.y Comm. J.l.ugust 18, J. 9 ·12 

•· . 

• · 
11 6. su.rplus p.ro1.,erty. I?.rovidi,i.g . for 

transfer· of suppli1?S1 material_s a·11d··equipment 
which are SUJ:'Plua fL"om orie·s'tate department or 
agency to _another whtch ·may need them, an_d· for 
the· disposal by priv·ate_ :nnd public sale .·of 
supnl i.iea . n1aten:.i.als. llnd eCTui ;;imont w.hich a.co , 
·oh9olete and unusabler" (Emphas'is suppli~1d'. · 

And· Ti~le ·20 M.·R.f.-$.A •. 5 ~4~)9 provi.ch~s_.tqat, .· 
. " 

'!§ l_4-s9J ... Disposal ·of .J?1~opi.::rty ·pr_·_~q:u.ipment 

·.School property o,: dl:JUipioon:t. ln unorg'anized 
terr-~to'.ry- may be'j'" s

0

olcl, ·t.ranEJferred: ot· .. othe.rwi.sei-
d1.spose.d of by the commis~ionei::~ .-· ·· 

· Whlln such property :i.l"l r;ol~i'. · t'.!1$ proce~ds-. · 
shc1·11 b":1 expc,nded ao p.r.ovida1.1 ,in .. sect:i.on· 1458 
for the beneflt of the children ·in' ·the un- . . . I 

organizea ·unit· whe.t:(I. tho prope:r:ty is located~ 11
-

( TI:nu,1:1as_ii1 suppl i..ed \ .. . · . . .. · · ·: · · 
I • • • • • • • 

:rt would appear ·f-c.om the. foregoing. st:a~utory_ p·i:ovisioiis that ·the 
State :Purchasing· Agent is authorized·. -to purchase, contcact fo:r:. ancl ~is
poae of only· 11 services, suppl,ies, materials.and· .~q:uipm~nt 11 ·which a'C'e . 
needed by or have baen usec by ~ny State departtnent. or a9ency7 however~ 
there· does not appec1.r. ·1:0 ·be any provision. in· sections 1812 and .1813. 
which would give the Pu.t'chasing Ag~nt the· authority· t9 purchasG,· contract 
foi or dispose -of school builqing1;: or a11y · oth~r t~pe of bu i.lcling.. · , 

The answe.r to· your :i.nqutry 1nust., t:h-3.refore, bra that. pu1:FJuant. to · 
the p.,:-ovisions .of 'Title ~-o 1'1 • . R .. S.A. § 1459, tile Commissionar of Education 
is authorizad to dispose of1 by .sale, unused .school buildings in the · 
unorgani.zed te.rritory and t,o. eJtpend the proceeds ther~f.rom· =, provided 
by that ~eotion. 

CHN;mfe 

C'iU\tG -H •. NELSON ______ _ 

Asaietant Attorney Gena~~l 

Note: 'Wherever the words. "Commissioner of Education"· 
appet1r, they mean "Commissioner of Education anc'J.·: · 
Cultural Service_s. 11 P.L. , 197i , c. 610 

J.W.B.Jr~ 


