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E.:c~cut i ve I<enneth M. ·curtis, Governor 

Cr.aig H. Nelson1 A1;1sistant .. Attornay _Genc.r,:ll 

Tbe gcarl'i:ing of a· p.rlvat.a c.l~tect'i.vats li.ce.nse in future •. 

Your memo of ,:ruly 28,. 1972 to Geot'gs Cr Weat, neputy Attornoy 
Ganeral,. concert~ing · ~h\3. aht;>ve~captionad ,ubject matter has been 
roferrad. to my attention. · · 

r.n yciu.r · memo you· posnd the f:ollow.f.ng · quest-i.on: 

11can a ct1r cent me.mber of the ~1a i.ne · Stat(:). 
· Police be given a detecti-ve license by .. 
Governo1:- and council that will •gi::, i.nto 
effect aftec his re~ignation-~nd retice
ment f·r:•om. Maille: State serv io~ ,' ·pre·sunwl..>li 
within a definite time period ·of· sixty or 
ninety ·_days? 11: . . . . . .· .. · 

(It. is. assume~ that, by . .re.feronce to tho· giving· Qf a "detecti.ve license: 
by Governc;,r ana· Council," you mean the procedure provi.ded in the H.a,,i.sed 
.statutes, Title 32,. ch~pti3r 55-A, for .·-the-. l~oensing · of "pr.ivato . c.let~H::ti.v~s 
or invaisd:igatore II and "watch, · guard or pat~-9i:•.l·~genc:tas r 11 which was ,, .. 
enacted by the Public -Laws of 1971', c. · 582· anc;i b~came off!.lct ;_vll on 
JUne ·g, 1972.) . . · ·' · · · 

A'lthough there does· not appoar t·o b~ any provision fa1 C'llapto.r ,55-A 
of 'l'i'l;le 32 ( §§ 3803-3809) whicb speioifically·. pcohibi t.e tha• Gove.i:-no:i:, .. : 
with the advice and consent ·of the Council,·. f~on1 g.ranting to an applicant,: 
who is pcesent~y ·a ·n1ember ·of ·the Maine ·state I·'olice, a pt'"ivatrJ detective• s . 
license having a definite effective. date· after the date on which sa i.d , ,· · _: · ·.: · 
applicant plans to resign· and retire from ·.the· Maine . State Police and_ .· .. . 
State _service, there, likewise; does not -appe,:tr. to· be any p.rovia to~ · 
which specific~lly permits such action. 

.' . •·. 
. , • , I 

. :r.t does appear; however, that Title. 25 M.R,.U.1.\ • . § E,03 providea ·· .. . 
that members of the State Police ·11 shall. hoid no 'oth~r.- off"i.ce cluring· t.nai~ · :. 
term of service. 11 Fu:rthormore, on i:Tuna S, _ 1972, th:::,, Attorney_ Ganercil · · ·. ·; .. 
issqed an opi\)i.on to colonel Robert; Mc1rx to the <aff.:ict ·that: the li~er1s ing ·:_ ·. 
of a present ·m~ml;>er of the State Police.as a private detecti.vo ·under.th.1:1 .. ,- · .. :' 
'prc,vi~~ons of 32 1:!• R. S .A. _§§ 3801 and 3802 · (pt"edecessor to. p.cesent, ~•.~;:~.va't,e 
Oetect·ive Law" which was rep13oled l>y P.L .. 1971, c~ .582, § .2~ was· pr.o- .. • ·. ·. 
h.ibitad by the ahove-q1:1oted provlsion o~ 25 M. R.·S.A. § 1503. · · •:· · · 

. :rn ·tho absence of any specific provision for th~J postdating of'. 
licenses and· in v"iew of tho prohil:iitory provision of aeotion 1503, and · 
t·he··Attor.ney. General• s. Op-!.ni.011 cefe.oad. to above, it would _appeac-· tha~. 
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prio.r to the g.rant:i.~g of ·a privat.J det~ct:ive·' s license· by tho Gove:r1"1or 
~nd Council, an appliqant must not: only_ .qualify by meetir1g all of the 
requireme:mts of sections 3805 and 3806 of Ti.tle 32,. but he mtisit fwrther 
·quali.fy, by not being a m:ambc.i~ of the Maine. ~t-a-t~- Po-lice. at tho -t~im,;;, 
the licen·se is g·ranted. The answer to your £:oregoing queijtlon m1.1s"t., 
t·het-efore, be· 1.n· the _negativr.:i. · 
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_CAA_I_G_I_t __ -_N_E_L_S_ON __ __,_; ___ ---:-----

Ass iatant.' Attorney __ Geno:t:'« l 

C:Em-:mfe· 


