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I. 

4, 

. .. .. 
' 

. ' 
Aug1:1st 14·, .1972 

. . . 
Peter M. t,ani:b~rg~ . Deputy • Secretary of State 

c~aig ~- .R~l~on, ~ss~stant· 
,. 

Atto~ney General 
t • • : I 

Interpretation. of ·21 M.R.S.A. ·S 702,. s,ib-§ 2, ,c A. 

• • I • • •••, ~ • • J 

. :i:n your memo· of August. · 10, 1972, -you inquired a.s to 
whether the. requirEtment·set .forth.in the aecond sentence of 
pa~ag~apl'I A, .··subaection 2, ._section _70~ of 'I'itle 21-. of the 
Revised Statutes ~s mcandatory _ or- pe:r:miss~ve •· 

. 'I'he provision : ~n·.;~estion ~eads ~s follows:. 

"When- the. names ··.to''be 'printea. on' • the 
ballot are 9ver ·25, another ·oolumn or 
·columns mar l)e . ad~ed : in which· the names 
of the add tional. :nominees shall be· ·. ··. 
printed. 11 · : (Emphaf!lis supplied) · 
.. ' . . .. . .· .. · .. • •. . . ' • 

. · FU.rthermore,, · 'l'it1e ·2i M·.a_.s.A.,·. S 2,. sub-§ 2. P.ro:vides, in 
p~rti~ent. part_, . .' that~ .:·: , ·: .- . . ·· 

.· . . ·. . ·~ .. ~ . . . . . :. . . . . : . 

. 
11 § . 2 ~- :: Coq"~tuction :, .. ::: .· 
'.; •• ·::'· I, . ,· •• f: ,·.,· . ··: .· : • • _1 · •• ·, '. 

, ,. 11 '.J!ta,e : following . rules' of conatru~ti,on 
_.: apply ·to this · 'l'i1:lec · : ·· · · · :. · · · , 
; \ '·. :; ·> ' : .... _':.'_ ' .· .· ' •,•' ' . . . ' ' . . 
~- ·. . .- .:. "2. =: . use· ·of· words. 'Iba 11 • and •must~ 

... , : . . ·.are . used in· a mandatory se.nse .• ·. 'Ma{• . 
.. · ·.. .. ·in~ica~es .authori ty ~d permission. · 
•· .. . u · · , ·.(empllas~s supplied) . ·. · . · · .: · .. •. . . 

I • 

• : • • < • • • \ • ' :• • • ~ ' .... ~ •' ''• • • I • I ' :: • • , • j O • • : I 

, · In. view of the· language of the .foregoing statutory provi­
·; .·· sions, it would appea; that, when the names to be printed o~ a 
· b~llot, ar.~ . ov~r 25, . then it is peJ.'11!,iesive tb:at another ·column 

or columns· l;ie· aadech howeve·r, ·if another column OJ:' Qolumna 
are added to the ballot, -the~ _it ie mandatory that the Dall\ClS 

•Of t1'e . additional ; (over 25) _. nominees be printed · in the · 
•""additional·· colwnn or columns~ 

' . . ~ . .,. . ' ' 

' .. . 

- - , ·. CRAIG H. HELSON 

CHN/ec 
·· Assistant Attorney· General 

. '.' 'I 

'· 

. ::·. I 
. • . l 

1 •, • •• 
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