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Richt:trd ll'. ~wazey 

I.:;. Stephen Murray, .Aasista nt 

Sawdust P:i.lo at South 'Iwin. La,!.t.<,, I-iillinock1:1t:., j;.ia:.l.na. 

As I' understand the ai·tua'i:.ion, ·i::.here ~1.:d.ats l1 f)i:\Wdu.ikt 
pile on the bank of south T·.,.rin r.a'k:e in Millinocket, Maino. 
'.r.he sawdust pile was ·placed ther~ by 11Ladd 1 s Haw Mill" som~­
time prior to 1952. WhetheJ: the 1 and was owned by Grea i: 
Nortl~ern· Paper Company. at the time tbe sawd\.lat pile waa plaC(!d 
tnere_was unstated in your memorandum. Presently, ~ortions of 
the sawdust pile are breaking off and falling into th.B .l,1ke. 

I would ·suggest that -the simplest solution to 'l:hl'.:l problem 
is •to simply have the.Board of· Environn~nt&l Protection authorize 
o.i:- vote ·t:o Sfllnd a letto-r to Great Northern Paper Company out- · 
lining the -problem and requesting ·that they r(;1mov(.1 ·t.he l"Jawduat 
pili. . 

Absent cooperation by <.:}reet Northern l?aper company, there 
may be some legal action which. tho State can take~ In 1.947, 
the Legislature enacted P.L. 1.94·7, c. 266, § 3, which. rata·tcd 

. "lio person. • . shall place or deposit in tbe inlanc1 waters of 
this state or ·on the banka thereof in such a manner that ·1:he · 
same shall fall or be washed into such waters any . aawdus·i:. 
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It would appear to me tha·t the party placing the F3awduat oti 
the ba.n,ks. of South 'l'Win Lake after 1947 is r~·sponsiblu for the 
removal. I.£ the land was owned by Great Northern 1;,aper ccnnpany 
during that time, Great Northern Paper company, as well as th~ 
operator of ~he·saw mill, are probably responsible for the saw­
dust pile, and responsible for its removal. 

If you should request acrtion .by this department in the 
form of· a. complaint for a mandatory injunc:t:i.on, I woulcl appre-­
ciate it if you would provide 1ne wi·th the name of the owner of 
the l~;nd in 1947 and th1;1reaftcr {I would assume Gr1;:at 1,forthorn 
would be willing to give yot1 this information) and n\so the 
name of ths saw mill operation·, and whether or not any 
principals involved . in the operation still exist. If t.he 
saw mill operation was conduc·ted by a corpora·tion, you can 
check with the corporation D~partment of the secretary of 
state for information as to the corporation. gven if ·the 
corporation is no defunct, you should be ablo to CJ'E)t ·the nan,oa 
of the directors and officers du~ing the period 1947 to 1952 
from the Secretary of state, and I bolieve that we CO\.lld direc-t 
the action against the directors and officera inasmuch as th1;~y 
would be personally rosponsi1:,V:.: for thie "criminal" rict. 
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Present section 417 of title 38, and its prec.v~ceoaors, . 
probably cannot be appl:i.ed to Great Northern, unlrM:10 Great 
Northern owned the land at '!:ho time the sawdu&t pil~ was made, 
because the prohibition runs against persons pl.acing or depoait­
'ing sawdust rather · them against the owners of la11cl who merely 
suffer a .sawdust pile placed on the land prior to thoir own~r­
ship to leach into the inland wat~rs. 

If all_else fails, upon sufficient evidenco being t~ndered 
by you to us, we would bo willing to bring ~n action for public_ 
nuisance. While I am unwilling to speculate aa to. th,:l prol:>abili'l:y 
of success of such an action, perhaps the threat and.1Jven tho filiny 
of such an action could result in Great Northern removing the pila 
to be·tter its public image. 
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