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ST A TE op· MAINE 
In ter-.Departmental Memorandum Date _ _ A_u_g- u_s_t_ 3_,,'--l_9_7_2_ 

~o 
I , 

John Stevens: commissioner Dep Indian Affairs t. _ _ _ _ _ ______ _ _ _ _ _ 

t' ·. 
t :~.: From Georq e C. West . Deoutv ".f Dept. Attorne~f General 

Subjecc _ _ ______________________ ______ _ ___ _ _ _ 

.. 
It is my under_»9ading that the Penobscot Tribe at .a 

caucu.s on August 3"~ to allow absentee ballo_ts to be used 
at the tribal elect~]ti"f sept~mber. This is a new procedure 
which h~s never been ~e qffore and you have asked whether · 
it is legal. ~• . 

...,,, I ... -_ 
I do not· find a:nythin,~ ,-~~~ st~trites relati~g to tribal 

elections which forbids the -- :,·ff- absentee ballots. I can 
see no reason why . the tribes ·· · . :g.a,not use absentee ballots 
in their tribal elections. I .. ·~ ..... a~._sume., of course., that 
the tribe would utilize the proc~;~s set forth in the state 
election· 1aws contained in Title 21(" I .. ~so assume that the 
tribal cler~ would handle the absente~a,;L~ts the same as tJ,.e 
town or city clerks. . ; --::> "'· ,,,_. . 

If any questions arise in the near f~.~~-~~ncerning the 
use of absentees, I will be glad to have. th~_g'ffice assist 
ydu in setting up proper procedures. :~~:,"'..f'..,, 
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/4,::✓• . /? ~ I f 
.~,,,L- L__ Ud&r 

f. . Gec/Jge · c. ·west 
Deputy Attorney General 


