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Donald Roge~s, Inspector 

Charles R. Larouche, Assistant 

August 2, 1972 

Div. of Stat11 I'"t1::-t1 Pcevention 

Attorney General 

Fire Prevention -·carnival Licenses 

~-
'l'hi s replies to you~ July 17, 1972, memorandum-req:ue~t ori this 

subject. 

Your first qu-ast°ion reads: 

1·. can ... ,ne cz:11:-niv.11 licensed by the State have a differen·t 
car11:tval. pl;;iy. ;Lt$. da-t:.ori in Maine under ~heir license, 

T_hLl qnaati.011· iD cl\~bigu~us and your· memorandum presanta no 
statem~nt. of facts whi~~ migh."t:. _clarify· the. question. · 

· A· copy of 6 M.·tl~S.A. § ?02/which ~s thi;. currant statute gover11il'TJ . 
licensing of tl.""avelling shows is attached. for your ~nfo.:c~ation. 'l'he 
partinant por·l;ion reads: : . 

11 No tra.v~lling · circus· or t.rnvoli_ng ;amuoemont show. 
nhz,ll ox:hihit .!1ny Pi.lrado, 1':how or ontoctainm,mt . 
in .this st~te without first paying a. st,3t3 licemN 
of: ~500 in the c·ase of a c-1.rcus and $250 in the 
c~se of ~mus~ment ohow~ for each calendar year. 
l\ppli.c1;1tion for· such l~ .. cense sh~ll b3 m:;ida to tho , 
rnourance Commissiona~ and-shall contain the nume of the 
person or. corporation owning·or~oporating ~aid 
t.rovoling circus or said.traveling ai:nuo.eme~t ohow 
a·nd. a·$tatemcnt of the propos~d tGrritory. within thil 
limits- of sa~d state and the ·nameo of'thc, cit-ios and 
towns iil which said tr;:iv~ling circus or said travel
ing amusement show is to· exhib~t.. No travCJl3:-ng· 
ciicUis· or traveling amus::lr.nant. show· shall exhibit ~ny 
parade,· show or entertainmont in this ~tate without 
first furnishing the Insurance Commissioner in an 
amount to bo·determinBd by him a certificate of 
public liability .insuranca,. Upon receipt of, such · 
application and accompanied by such ~ertificate of 
public liability 'insurance and upon the payment· of, 
$500 or 0250. as the c~sa may be, a license oh.,ll 
issue, condil:.ioned·that no traveling· amusement show shall 
ope·rater · within 30 miles of the fairgrounds of- ~ny 
agricultural society which has received a 1::tate of 

.Mai'ne stipend _under Title 7. section 62 for at least 
·2 consecutive years next·prior to. the.date of the 
l~cense·autnorized in this -section. during the 2 
weeks immediate·ly preceding or duri.ng the time of 
any annua·1 .exhibition th.e.reof. 11 
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.... 
If your first que~tion.· ·is. intended to ask whether. Ol.". not a 

tt'aveling amusement show ca·n assign its license · to another such 
show, the answer to that question is negative. :Such traveling amus~

-.ment. show· must obt_ain i-ts -~. license. . . . . 
' . 

. · Youx- first questio·n mentions "qates11 relative to such licenses. 
I-find nothing in the applicable statute that authorizeo you to 
specify 11dates" for performances_by such shows., The only r~ference 
in the ·statu-te c·oncerning 11 dates 11 is that your agency shall impose a 
condition upon that· license, i.e., . · . · 

·''·• · •• :conditioned_ tpat no· trav:eling amuse~ent 
· show shall operate, with.in 30 miles. of the 
fairgrounds, of any agricultural society which 
has received a state of Ma.in~ stip~nd unaer 
Title 7#. section 62.- for at least 2 consecutive 
years. next p~ior._to th-:t ·aa:te of the• ticense . 
authorized in· th_is ~ect:-ion#• ~uring the 2 week~ .. -.~" 

Your second' question reads: .. · 

2.. If the lic-~nsecl carnival provi.dee some equipment 
to the second· carnival, would th i.s make any_ 

-differe~c~ i~ the licensing? 

. '.l'l'~is question . is as: amb:i.guouo as the fi~st qu~stion posGd by you • 
. If you mean thereby to ask whether:or not carnival A can ~awfull~ loan 
carnival B some eguipment_for ·use by carnival B pursuant to B's· 
license_ from the state _under 8:M.a.3 .. A. S-.~02; the ;lnawe.:r ·ia afft~ative. 

aowave.r:, if you maan · thereby to ask. whether a · 1oan of some equipmant 
by licensed carnival A ·to unllcensed carnival B.would obviate the need 
for a St;;ito licanse.by·carnival B und~r 8 M.R.8.A. § 502~ the answer 
ie negat:i.ve. Ragardless·of who owns the equipment, the show opex:ato:: 
must obtain his own license fr.om the State. · 

If this memorandum does not answer·tha questions you may·h~ve had 
in mind, pleas3 resubmit with grea.ter spe·cif.ic:ity .. 

C.tU,;mfe 

', f • 

Ciil\RLES R. IAROOCHE . 
A~sistant Attorney General 
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