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George c. West, Deputy 

itrinted .Hatter •• Politicai Advertisement. 

April 7, 1972 

State 

Attorney_ General 

21 N.R.S.A. s 1395, aubaection 3, •• enacted by -P.L. 1971, 
Cbapter 207, liadt• -the 111110UDt ·of apendtng for advertising, as 
described in 5 ·1575, by• candidate for political office in a 
senerl¼ election. Subsection 4 11.aita such spending by • 
candi t:e for political office in a priman elect.ion to an 
allO'UDt not t:o exceed 5°" of that whichlaiiybe spent under S 3. 
Subaection 5,. provides that amounta apent on behalf of any ·· 
candidate llhall be deamed to have been spent by such cmdidate~ 

You ask whether printed matter addrell .. d and mailed to 
. proapec:tive voter• by a candidau, or by soma peraon or orgaJ1-
ization on hi• behalf, conatltut:e• "advertiaing• within the 
•aning of i 1575. 

section 1575, ·w1i1ch i• concerned with the identification 
of political aclvei1:i■elllltllu, provide• that 11the aource of a 
written or oral advar~iaemant wbich ia designed to promote or 
defeat a candidate, party or principle ••t 'be identified by 
diacloaing a• part of the adwrtieement the nama of the person 
or chairman of tha organization wblcb aponaored it.• 

Other proviaiona of I 1575 refez to publication of llpaid 
matter• in newapapen · or other per-ioclicala, and again of •paid
poli tlcal' matter" publiahad, · broadc .. ted or ·1:e1ecaated. 

21 N.a.~.A. I 1395. ~ion 10. provides1 

•Bvery written political advertiaemnt 
publiabed and distributed as a :flyer. hand
bill or other nonperiodical publication ahall 
atate thereon the name 0£ the • • • peraon. 
erinting, at.meograpbing or ot.harwiae publim-
1.ng the advertisement.u 

It ia a matter of COIIDOft knowledge that printed matter aent 
J>y iaail ia one of the widely uaed •t.boda of both coaanercial and 
political advertising. Such printed matt.er ia "c1eacribed* in 
s 1575, and is alao included ins 1395, aubaec:tion 10. The coat 
of such printed matter la to be included in ccmputiDg the aaouat 
which may be diapenaed on behalf of a candidate for political 
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office within the limi'tation■ •et :lb:rt:h in aubsac'tian• 3 · and 4. 
Also the c::c>'•t of mailing is an expenaa within the purvt:ew of 
S 1395. . 

~o conclu4a ct:hezwiN would be contrary to the intent of 
t:be Legialatur• .t:o limit expenditures for political advertising, 
ainca it would leave open the_opportunit:y to expend unlimited 
amount■ of mney for the mailing of printed matte,: deaigned to 
promote a poli i;ical candidacy. · . · 

Jlotwith•tancling any of the for*~• there la no proviaion 
in the atatutea limiting cone■pondenae by a ci:a.c!lldate, .aiped by 
him or bearing hia facallllila aignatur•, addreaaad to an 1ndivid\la1, 
in which tbe candiclate· aolicit:a-. tha addreaaee • • vote.· campaign 
contrlb\ltion or thank■ hill for proffered help provida4 that there 
ia not encloed cay flyer, brochure or other pa-inte4 matter, on 
:behalf of hi• oan4ida4'y, and further provided that -llUCb cor~■poncJence 
ia aent by firat cla•• mail and not addl:ea•4 to occupant, box 
holder, apartment or bouaeowner or other nonspea1flc addn••• 
Thia excepttion 1• prompt.ad by oui- concern for tbe_poa•lble 
reatrict;ion.on freadcm of apeech gv.au:ant.eed. J3y the Pir•t 
Amffl4118nt. . 

You further uk whethftr tha co•"~ printing. atat.ionery, 
envelope• end •tamps 1• a ~t of the aavertiaing· total co•t o:r 
au.ah printed matter, u limited to the DOUnt whlab may be 
expended by I ·1395., We an-r thi• queation alao in ,:he 
dfinaative, except•• indicated in the preceding paragraph. 
Bven though ~-or all of theae it- may be received by the 
candidate without coat, tbe amount apent on bia behalf, a• 
px-ovidad in eul:>eaction s,· 1• deemed to hav-. men ilpent by him. 

We should point out that: I 1395 _ia a part of Chapter 35 . 
relating t:o Caa;,aign Report and. Plnancea. 7he Legi■1ature must 
have 1nten~d that the lillltationa placed on political a4vertl■ing 
be related to the nporting o:! campaign expen41ture•. Thia 
opinion •eek• to harmonize all of Chapter 35. withs 1575 
relating m the ■ource of political a4vert1semen~a. Clearly, 
the ~lalature illteac!ed to control the apencUng of funda 
for polit:lcal aavertiaing by the candidate• and. their 
C!O'fflllitteea, friencla and other■• 

GBOJtGB . C. WBST 
Deputy. Attorney General 


