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.. . :• ,:, · .. · 
Lee M. Schepps,, Assistant _ ---__ -. -_·-.-: -.-.·_.. Atte>rney · General, 

. . ,·, .. . .. . 
•,•\ ·,. 

You 
23, 1972 
asked. 

Licensing _Pet $bops and Boarding __ Kennel~, 
' , I I ,, 

asked,-: f~l:1~ que~tions.• in--you~•:.~~~~~~ :'~f·_ ~ebruary , 
and· l · answeJ: -them in· the Qrder _. in·, Which· they were ·· · · -.. · ' 

•· • ', . . : . ·.' ~-.-~ .• • ' • • ', ..• ·• •· • • :.· ~ ::··\·. ··.'·::, ...• : • ,.:, .· ~ · -: :_;. ! .. , • . : ·· .:.:_ • ... . i' 
, • , •. ~ ; ,. ' ' • • •• , • I ,', , 1 ' I r '. • , '. • •, :, : • \, ; •. , :!• • ; ', ~ :•• • •.: ' . : : •, . '• ,' 

;•, ••o. •·•.:_. .. :• =",_-: •·:-:.: • . ··.,. ,,:,I·,.::,:·. •,.· .. • •,,, • •, _.; •: • ' •,'' ' • • ,' •• • •~ ••, ' ,, ' • • 

l. Pet shops--which breed d.ogs for· .resale are required· __ _. .-_ -... . :·:': . · .... ·. 1 

to lic-ense' indivii;iual: d,og'~ which are: six-'monthii: ·or,: over~ or,;.· __ -. •,' ::'. ·._:._ · .': :-. -.· . . · 
• • • • • • ; I ,, • , ~ , ' , • r 

_.. else are .. required-: to.··secure- a. proper ;kennel license·~ . ,·Title.· .. . : .. · =.· _ •. · • .· 
·:7:M RS A.,:§ .. ·3451-,;,•'c.-= -. . -·::_- .-·-·· · __ ._._ .. _ - -: -__ .. ___ -:--_'::-::-·. ·_ · ,_,.-_· - . · .. ·:.· . . • .. · : - : · 

• • • • • • •• • • • , ,• 1 , • • • ~ '•• I •,• ••• , ,·,, • • ., , , •'• ,; , ,' •• , ,• , ••• • ' • • •• • ' ' • 

.. ·. 2.- . ;ouj~1)<>c!iia~·/t~~ d~;1n1:4,.·'.~~ a ~i.~~ .:·\·/·;: ·c_.··•· \\ 
·: societies.shelter.n._;_.I. assame that.you·,meant:to_:i~ire · .· •.:_ .. _._. _._._. ._.' .. .. : , 
·.-as: to: the· de.finitic;,Ji'''.of -a_: "humane 'soc~ety'·:or-: sh~iter_n 'a's' ·-.. ' -... ·:_:'::.- ' _\:; : : :'·. ·._; .( .. / ·/ 

·. 'thos·· WOJ;'QS are; 'used 'in'. .Tit-le' 7 · M.:R~S~A~-. -§ .'.3406 .--, . Neither.'. · .. :·. _·- . : -,-::,--·.---.. :_, -. 
·:-.'of. tho.e.'expressions- .'are -defined: in• 'thei. ''stat.ute'·_ana..·there ;~-:: : -. _ _._ ;- - _-_ :....:: ,_::·-.-::-.. ' , . 

. _ . - ·- - . ' - ' . - ' ,-_: ·- .. -.- : ' ' ·. - ' - " . - - , ._ . - · .. - ·,. 1·- -

·. -. -1a no well established: le<,1a'l-'-defin.ition"."o; 'them~_.:··_ For.-tbat:·_ - ·:'_··. -:,_- . . ·. ·.-.. _· · '. 
__ ·:·,reason, 1-,·wouic:Fi:,aort to: the' di-ctionary. ,' .. de.:l;initions .. ·.and;_ : . -.,.-:_ -\ ·:· .-._-· ' __ .-· : <-· .<> 

-_ : -the ,-Zueaninga-.. a-tt.ril>u.te~"to '.'them-: in common•:pa.rlanqe-~-- ··:_In -:: : · ·:,--- .-: '-. :.':":: -_ ·_· ::_ :.:- ·_ ', i 
-.. ·o~er.'wora.s·, : __ persons: ~~o_ 'operate sanct·~;ies :0£ -refuges:-. -_::- ·· . .:,:_ ' -:,,._. ;--. ·_ : .. _::,- _\ 

f'~- -fo:ii" d,oge:·:for---charital:>le· or benevol_ent _purposes would. -genera~ly-.·-< .. ::.: .. -___ -.: .- _:·.:·;--..': 
.,:_ ·be -·considered::to_'.-be_ ·operating· a shelter~: -·.-.-The i same'.: d$£.inition. _.- _., , ·: i :_._-._. -. -: . . : 
:· __ w(?uid: apply- -to a:'- 1•1iumane- :socie_ty"_ _except,::.that: th~_:wo.rcf. 1.1sc;,~i-ety1~·:,:( · ",: .: i•\ . :_,_; ·. 

_._--· .. irnpie~· a.n.:organization o~ _associ,~tion_:: of_.--individ~ls·:: for· .the'·.· -- _ ·-.-·:,,-'.-','/ -:·. -·_ ----:;; 
-.:::,: 9ommorl purpose ·of· bwnane- treat:ment··to·_:an~ls .• · .-·· :,_· :_ - · . .-.. .. : < :-. -·-: .·· . .'· .-:'., _, · ... 

·;,:. . ", 3-·~ _··. -·-;o~- \~ir~d -~~eth~r:· or•' ~~t ~~~:;.:b~;rtm~~-.-Of O -~~r~·_j,-_-' •': .--;._,-;-_ _, _'..-· .. · . :,;" . 
-culture has, jurisdiction over . individual -persons .. who .do· not:-:".: : //'"' :_. :_ ·. -: · -, 
seek reimbursement>.under Title : 7 -M~R.~S-~A'.~ ;s·."'J-406/:who :·own: and·,_:- .. :;:-:·.·:··: ·:\:°'··
keep-_nwnerous· dogs :_·b-u~: who.-_-are: not part. ~f .. any.- orga11:i·zed• ·grc,,~p.'- . i -· . '} 
and ~ho-·-do·:not- -·seil but only ·giv_e. · away:\P~i;s·~.'.:': ._'l'hese,- persons_ :. :: . -. :· ··:. ,' ' __ .. _: 

- -··appear, to ·_be :·operating ._;"shelters" an~~--~,i- ·such~-,: arej1ot 'required:·:--to-;·:. -: . __ ·:; 
; -_be'. licensec:1',as_ such.··.' ;sow~ver,· such.'pel;'.SO.ElS_.:-a·re· required- -to licens~:-: ": ·-;:·i 
· ·'-.-each· dog which .. _t.hey·.-keep ·and which attajn/the· a:ge iof six-'mo.nths- .o.r :,-.-,.·. ·_/ ---_; .. 

: 1t1Qre, unless· -the" dogs.- are ·kept -under a· )c.ennel· -license -a-s· provided:_ ·, .-5 :.:_) ·~'. .. 
by_ 'l'i°tle--:·7 :,§.- 3451-i · .. ~ve~- _.-:(f:;~nlCh-:pe'rs~ns ::_.occa~iona-•3:1y·- accept ,-d~na'.".'/;--_:· -: \ ._ ·_ ... ; 

· tiona in orderi.to_·'. feed.- or: support their :dogs·, .' I: would-·regard _ thell\ . ,_., -. '•-· . ·,;:,, 
-~- essen~i~l~y· ,i_dog-.:lov~s": and_ ·not S~Ject: to th~_~_licensing_ re-:_.·. :"': . .-:-: >- '(~ 
--quirements'.:_ imposed-- upo~.-pet. shops·,--_ boarding: keruiels -and· others·::_:•,:·:•: _ _-,:,. ·_ ··;\' :, 'i 

• • • • • • , • • , { • I • , • • ; • I • • 1 • I • • • . ' ; ' , •• ,', • , • . ~• •. I -, ~-

.- simiiarly si~~t~d.· ·· : ·_ , .'. __ , - .·>. .·.· ,. '-·· .. <: _ -
... _· .:· ,., .... · •,•.= \'·:· . 

,•.., . . ,,, 
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.. 4. 'l'itie .. t S ·.~406: provides .~·{.:a·.·h~~~·:soc:Lety·:or ··. ..· ·. •. ·. · · 
'shelter·may 'take in'.•ixk; etrayor·.:~~ndone¢l ciog and,<_ .>: ... · ,· ... . _=._·· :_ :; 

: I under certain· conditions,.can·receive-:a··daily:.oompensation' :·;.--... : .: ·:-,..,·:_' 
:for .. a_.:certain'"amount 0~ .t~e.:,for:ke$P,"ing._.auch ,doga.·.;_.'.:1.,Pro.-/·· . .. · :· .··,_;: .. · ... :· · .... :_, 

· ceew:;· -'from the -sale.- of any .·su·ch ·c:1og:·.~.re:.:)to· be .. d•ducted .. from•:• '· :· ·· ,- .· ,:.:: :··· __ -,..:.:,\ 
claims .Jllade .t;o·.tbe State ·for ,J;ioardin9;',•,the.!.dogs· under''.that·:- ,:·. ·.: ,. ::._ ·' .. :_ '.··.::: 
ata~ute~, ·;y~·.: stated 'in .:yoQZ. auemorancl~i tllat·. aome)1umane ·•: ·.;::::-.· :-.: ·<···.;:· ·:··;.:· ·:::-.,·'.I 
societ.iea ·and, shelters are not giving:.the.'State. c.redit ·.:for·:·:,. ·._-:· . .-:. : .. ·-.:: : ·:,_;; 
awns. of.":-.nloney· :received when dogs are"',.di'spoeed .'of.: ·fou ·.sta_t~d ·::: ;.·.-:·:-:- ">:. ·,: 
that: the· dogs· are·. not·-soid~ .... as. eu~h~. :-b.u~ 'in_st~c(a.i-e:.g:Lve~ .:/·.,: :.: . .-_; ·:_ .. ··.: _-_::.:._. 
away· ~nd··.th~· donee:. i• ·aslt~d·.'.fo~·.·a.· co~tribution··.to· the· :shel.ter·~ .\·.··· ... ·:·: ~::·> .. '::·, 
'l'o· .. the1 extent :that~:-yo\{.are· :able ·."to. prove ·:that= (i)" 

1

the' ·"dog.·>,::·: :.··. '. :'· .. ': .. ·:<"•: 
has a value· and·· (i'f) :, ·the ·' 11gi.ft 1i ··of' the·· dog :.would ··not' be·.'·>>".-:·,:.·:• ... :::,· . . i.·· .:;·--·:-.· ; 

. ! made:-i.UDl&lilS·: :a•donation were .. tect!iVed/:· then··:I.'be,l"iev•·•:you:' .::· _:,'._. ·:·:i· >- · .. ><_·: .. · 
.··.·: :can·• eatablish··'tl\at .·the ··dog h·aia been:·sold. in which· ·evei,it· the· .. . ··,' _.. · . •· ·.· .· 

._. -.·.·:State .1s···ent.itlecLt0.a'crll!dit·· ·on,its',bill·.rega.rdless ."of'•the.- .. ,. ·· . ·.":_ :> 
.... ·.·.·., Mine:· gi"ven ·to the t.ra.nsaction ·by.'·thei~umane ·soc:iety.··o.r.:;the :· ·. ·_. · . .-· ><: •::·.· °:' ·,,: .. 

... :,· .:•·:•helter,::' OD the· 0th•'" hand, \wheie ··~he.1:e.·_:ie :n.0i·.co~trac_tua1·. :_ · .·· .. ···_:: _. · :,-;,·.:.,_.I. 
\obligation by.a person··to'pay a· 0onaidez-ation··.·for dogs.and· · .· . . :. :.·i: 

where.·sume of·money:Wbich:a·re·paid ... by,_·th·e ·rec;:ipient• of.:_the· ... , ·; · .. . ·.>::,:; 
.. dog a.re paid.-'volunta&ily.-_.t·o·_-·the···shelte.t\ . .'or-.h~ne.-.societyi ;.· .. ··.:·.:·r::: .. ·::•:•_\_;; 
. such ·SWD■ 'must·. be·· corisider·e,i contribut"ions and· the, State . : :·: · · . ::-.-:=:· i·: · . . · .. . ,· 
::.1s··. en1;itlea· .to··.no' ·credit,-· ,under:· the . .'exiating ··statute,· ·against··:.'.:._-:;::··.·.,.,-_.,. ... ·::,·' 
'·•uma.-poid. by.- the state. to ·;the.··shelter>·for· maintaining, ··thtii. , :,·· :-... ·; ·:_.: '·_':_' .. :::. 
dogs.·:·:.:.·.;.:.··: .. ·::;_ ·,··.·.· .. :._. · .·. ··,·.: '._: ·,· -' 0-:·: ,.· .. _..'_:;._ ··'···.·:·. :·· ... i: .... ' · . . ': · .. :·,.,:·: :·i<:·=.\/: ·._:· .. :·.-./<>.· 

. ' · ····.. . · . . . : :· ._: . : ·.. . . .. 
I • I ' • ' , • '• •:, I ' • j .. '•,: • • I , .... , .,: • _. ' : I , • I •• : I , • ,;I • •, I \ 

0 

•: : I•},~:• •: , • '• t 

· i'lease· let me· know. if you need :fw:.th•r .as_sistance :in ··.-·.··: .. : ... · _:: · .-.. _.: 
connection·· ~ith•-'.thi~ ~t~~r· •. _..-:·./.-:\,-·:·::·.~·,, .. >·-·· >·.:·:._-/:, /-.··_i:: :_.t: .. :>} ·'..· . .-o, ·· ·. _.· .. . :-, .. _:_·/ .·/~~ .. ) 

i,s/mf·. ·. · ·. . .... ·.-. _. : · · ·.,: .. .-. . . . .. _. · . .-. ,. • ... ,·· :. · i·;-/·, --·;.;:" (. _:· .·.- .. ~"'.-:-· :'~\,-i · .. ··i· .· : .. <·.> .. ·.· :-· :.·--·: · :·. : :.· 
, ... . · ·.·, . . . _:: .... · .... · .. ·: .-.· .. · . ·:· . ; : .' .- .... , .... . . .-·_: . ·.·' ,·· ·. : . . ··. >:;: : .. i·:·.· . . · .. ··:'..;.'·.;:.t'·,._'.;, 

.• .. : .··· ·.·: ·_-· , . .-··:.:·: -/ · ·. ::-,:·,·.-:;]:..: ·'· ;· .... . " . 

•,• • • • • • ' , , • • • \ '., .' ,: .. •,, • • J • : • • I '• • •: , • ' • • ,° • '• • • " • • • 

. ~--· . , : -<•', '·.· . '• . ' ..... ~•-·:a__·\~.~:_: ,t,~: 
: . . . ' . : . : ': . ·.. . : , .' :_ . ,: ' : ·_ . ; . : ~ ·.. . . ' ' . . . . ~ ... ' : ' ,'; :: : . . ':' ·: . , . 

• ,,. • •; • ,' • • • • , • I •{ • • • • : • • • • ;' ' •' • :, • • • " ' • : :, • ,-: I• 1 • ~ • .-: .' ,' • 14• • .... ~: 

. .-,_. .::,: . . .. . . .. . . . . ,, . . . ·: \ '. · ..... · . ' '~· ·. :- ---~ ~ 
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