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“as to the dsfinition 0f a’"humane society ‘or shelter" as"

""other words,  persons. who operate sanctuaries ‘or: refugés: "'fiﬂﬂﬁ-%ﬁfi

: lfbe considered ‘to. be. operating a shelter.- ‘The ! same: definition
" would apply ‘to a . "hHumane ‘society" except’ ‘that the word'. "society

\-\- s sﬁ‘ . mef‘h"r 1 h { "h""l'-.l’i 'ﬁf’? f,ﬁ L "i.:.;_".'.L'
Eﬁﬁ A ¥ u‘ﬂfﬁ;ﬂ“ﬁj‘ Uﬁb Eﬂ‘wﬁk“érch 14, 1972

John M. Smiley, Asst. Director Agrioultureu.l_.u

Lee M. Schepps, Assistant _.ﬂf;fji Attorney General .

Licensing Pet ghops and Boarding Kennels

You asked four questions in. your memorandum of February
23, 1972 and 1 answer them in- the order in.whioh they were
asked. - 3 e : . T COHR .

l. Pet shops which breed dogs for resale are required L B b
to license: individual’ dpgs which are six- months or- over,‘or;;y'LF;ﬁﬁf}i:;
- else are. required to 'secure a proper kennel 1ioense. Title

-7 M.R.8.A. § 3451..-1-;...,‘...-.‘ Vot 3 P o ; :

it B, 2.- You inquired as to the definition of a “humane ¢f“
. sacieties. shelter®. I assame. that -you meant to; inquire

.fthoee words are' used in Title 7 M/R.8.A..§. ‘3406, .. Neither
.- 'of those expressions are defined in'the: 'statute and there
..'is no well established legal: definition of’ thém, - For: tnat
. reason, I would resort to the’ dictionary definitions and
* the’ meenings attributed to ‘them : in -common: parlanoe._ In

- for doga. for - charitable or benevolent purposes would generally

;Lfimﬂies an organization or association:of’ indiViduals for the’ F 5
i\, common Purpose of humane treatment to animals- ’v”ft}'f”“-qﬂ;:“fifﬁlfg"“

: 3._ You inquired whether ox- not the Department of Agri--"j
-culture has :jurisdiction over. individual persons who do not” ;f TN
seek reimbursement-under Title 7 M.R.S:A. § 3406, who own ‘and Y g Ay
keep: numerous: dogs: but who are not part of any. organized group HREEE
.. and who do not. sell but only give away. pets.ﬁ These persons - , Ty
'fﬁappear to-be: operating “shelters" and,as ‘such,: are not’ required tog;y}j{

Zf,be licensed’ as such.‘ However, such persons: are required to licensel'}gﬁw

-""each dog’ which ‘they keep and which attain: the age 'of six’ ‘months ox i 1
. more, unless the dogs. are- kept under a kennel ‘license as prOVided o &
by Title 7§ 3451. - Even 1f:such- persons occasionally accept’ dona-fg 25
‘tions in order-to. feed or: support their: dogs. 'I:would regard them f;_u,
‘as essentially "dog lovers“ and -not subject: to the. licensing re-:‘A?*“
'ﬁiquirements imposed upon pet shOps. boarding kennels and others il S
'Tsimiiarly Bltu&t&d..J SR et ot Batd




-

4. Title 7 § 3406 provides that a humane society orf'ﬂ.- s

‘ sheltar may take in simk, stray or abandoned dog and,.. oo e
wnder certain conditions,'can receive a’ daily: compeneation " R

for a certain amount of time for. keeping such .dogs, |, Pro-.-
'ceeds from the sale: of any such 'dog’ are to be deducted frqm
claims made to the State for boarding the . dogs under. that
statute. “You stated 'in your. memorandim that some  humane
societies and. shelters are not giving the state credit for
sums of ‘money received when dogs are diaposed of.. ‘You stated
that the dogs are not" sold..as such, ‘but ‘Anstead are;.given ;H}

away and -the donee’is asked for a- contribution o the shelter.u__

To.the' extent | thatiyou. are ‘able-to. prove that: (i) ‘the' dog
has a value and (i1). the "gift" of .the dog: would not be'.

- 'made:unless & 'donation were.received, then I believe: you ‘
"' ‘can' establish that the -dog has been sold. in which event the o A
State is entitled to.a crediton-its bill: regardless -of ' the’ -;ﬁjgﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁf
. pame: given to the transaction by the; -humane . society or.the - . .. 0
:‘shelter,: On the other hand, ' where ‘there is no, 'contractual |

- @bligation by a person to pay a conaideration -for dogs and
‘where sums of money:which are paid.by: the - recipient of the _ .
.dog are paid voluntarily to-the sheltex: or humane. society,;gf"
. such suns must be- considered contributions and the State . - ;
-is entitlad £0 -no credit. -under the: existing ‘statute, against

‘sums paid’ by the state to the shelter for maintaining the ;Jffﬁﬂﬁx

dogs.ﬁﬂa;-

Please let me knaw if you need fu:ther assistance in
connection with this matter. _533 2 B B P g
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