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”'ﬁfDear Senator Sewall-r

In your 1etter of March By 1972, you have requested

~"“my opinion :as'to whether or mot 17 M.R.S.A. § 3104 1ncludes :

-, a legislator in its: proscription of. State contracts. My -

.+ ‘examination of. the. language: of -that" statute,. judicial --"

' ".opinions$.on the subject, and the opinions' of my” predecessors
in office leaves me with a- flrm conviction that.it is not

" the lntent of - that statute to embrace : Leglslators w1th1n
- its ban. 17 M. R S A & 3104 states.‘ e P

_ "No trustee, superlntendent treasurer.
. ‘‘or ‘other pexrson holdlng a. place of trust “in
. any staté office or public’ institution of . Bt g
. ., the State, or any officer of a quasm-mun1c1pal .
vwfucorporatlon shall be pecunlarlly interested = -
--dlrectly or.indirectly in. any. contracts: made w0
' .in behalf of the State or of the. 1nst1tut10nit"“
... or of the. qua51-mun1c1pal corporatlon in. Whlch .
. ..v :he. holds such place:'of trust,. and any: contract k
' -ﬂLmade 1n v1olat10n hereof 1s v01d B m o o e

Whlle the words "state offlcegﬂ when used 1n thelr broad

.. ".sense -do. ehcompass -a Leglslator, it s clear that thlS statute
;.. does not use this phrase in its: ~broadest meaning. ’ Such'.a
.;:broad ccnstructlon would render several: words.of thls statute
;7 meaningless, redundant or superfluous. . The complete statutory
. ..phrase relative to "state office" reads-: .4 . pETrSON. holding
... a place of trust: ‘inany state cfflce.h;;;_ Such dlrectly '
'assoc;ated words so quallty the above—quoted termlnal phrase

ﬂ S i DEFU‘I‘\‘ ATTORNEVS GENERAL |

g ‘



 Page 2 .

as to suggest clearly that the proscrlptlve compass 18 %ok
far narrowexr than the. compendious phrase "state official," .
and that the focus is upon a special type of trust rather‘”'
than upon the. general: publlc trust of the Legislator. -See -

Sutherland Statutor~ Constructlon, 3d Ed., Sectlon 4908.

Con51derat10n of the three enumerated offlces in the :

‘commencement of thlS statute seems to° compel this. construc—_“
"tion.  The statute 1n1t1ally proscribes such contracts which .
~involve pecunlarlly a. "trustee, superintendent,. treasurer,"
-Such specific enumeratlon 1nd1cates an 1ntent to embrace a <
zrestrlcted class. s D g @ T b g, ol

"Where general words follow speclflc .....
words in an’ enumeration’ descrlblng the legal
subject, the general words are construed to
embrace only objects similar in nature. to
those objects enumerated by the’ precedlng
specific words." ' ‘Sutherland, Statutor:

-.Constructlon, 3d Ed., Sectlon 4909.

_fIt 1s clear, therefore, that the state off1c1als encompassed
~in the proscriptive sweep of this statute are those of. the:

executlve and admlnlstratlve class

My predecessors 1n offlce seem to have adopted generally

‘thls constructlon.. No opinion of the" Supreme’ Jud1c1a1 Court
. of Maine sitting as the Law Court has. come to my, knowledge
~wh1ch intimates a different constructlon., Compare 0'Neil™

{ B A i Flannavan, 98 Me. 426 '(1904);. Cpinion:of the" Justlces,_,.

. 108 -Me.. 545, (1911); and Le51eur V. Inhabltants of Rumford,-
'"113 Me 317 (1915) S TR X
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ThlS oplnlon also conforms to that of former ChlEf

J:Justlce Pattangall in his letter of Mairch 23;. 1931 to
”then Attorney General Clement F. Roblnson. d

:;='§Q‘ Very truly YOPr37“

A ; JAMES. S.' ERWIN.

: Attorney General
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