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'Elden·H. Shute, Jr., Deputy 

· .·~orge . c ~ West, Deputy 

July 10, 1970 

State 

Attorney General 

. ·I have your m~mo of July 9 in which you ask four questions 
relativ~ to third party peti~ions which are in the process of · 
being. 'prepared and filed. I ;am not making this in the· form of 
a fotmal.opinion.as ·1 believe the matter can best be answered 
in a .. ·memo,., ',' ' ' 

l~ . Your· f;rst question asks whether names which include 
only ·th~··.first two initial~ may l:le accepted as properly ~µthenti.:.. 
cated by·· the municipal clerk or registrar. 'l'he answer is yes. 
2l,.·M.R.S.A~.·§ 492, sul:)section 3 states: 

.. · . . ' 

-.. ' . 
· .. ' •:,~: ,' 

', ..... 

11_It must be signed personally by the ·voter 
in. such manner to satisfy the. registrar of 
each municipality concerned that the person 
signing ~he petition is, in facit, listed on 
_the' .vo:t_~ng li's-t; of that municipality. II 

.. ,•• 

. ·'l'h~refore, .i~ th~ registrar bas certified the ~ame as being 
a . voter··. in that rnuni·c ipi;lli ty, you should accept. 
:·, •, . .. '. ':. ·. ' ·. ' 

. 2 ·and ·3. You -a~k- abou~ a municipality and a street address. 
'rhis ·· is answered _by section 492, subsection 4 which states: 

"Afte~ his name the voter must _personally 
.a~d his plac.e of residence and his street 
address,·. i; any. Ditto marks are per-
mitted." · 

This means that if ~ere· is a street address in the part­
icular municipality, it must appear. 'l'he name of the munici­
pality of residence must appear -·both in the handwriting of 
the individual. signing. 'The next signator may use d~tto marks 
und~r so much of the address as is applicable to him. 

4. You ask if the name of the municipality may be abbre­
viate;:!.. .As we have indicated in ·2 and 3, the name of the place 
of r~si~ence must appea~. The statute does not say whether 
abbreviat~9ns may or may not be used. Normally abbreviations 
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.are acceptable if they clearly indicate the place of residence. 
Inasmuch as the name of the voter must be certifi~d by the 
regist~ar, 1 t would _appear· _that from this certification of 
the number of signatures, yo~ :can ascertain the municipality 
in which ·the individual resides. Therefore,· if the registrar 

.·has cert1~1ed that ·a given number of people live in and are 
voters ~n his ~unicipality~_you can accept this even though 
·the .name_~~ a·municipality is _abbreviat:ed. 
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