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July 9, 1970

Austin H., Wilkins, Commissioner Forastry
John M. R. Paterson
Ownership of Public Iots

BXLLABYS :

_ The right to cut grass shd timber on public lots 15 and 28,
T1R13, W.E.L.B., Placataguis County, has been conveyed by the
State of Maine and has not sevestsd in the State of Maine.

EACIE:

T 1R 13, W.EL.8,, Piscatagquis County, is a township presently
part of the uhorganired territories of the State. ALl 36 sections
of the township wers sold by thes Btate bstween 1842 and 1844, with
the exception of the public lots. The fes titls to these public
lots remains permanently vested in the State. In 1851 the State
Land Agent. sold the right 4o cut timber and grass on lots 15 and
28 to one Abner Coburn, at al. This sale was pursuant to statutory
suthozrity found in Chapter 196 of the Public Laws of 1830,

The right to cut said timber and grass was conveyed through
a series of unknown tramsactions to Harry P. Ross in 1923, Beas
Piscataguis County Registry of Deeds, Volume 200, Page 349, and
Volume 217, Page 206. The records in the registry also indicate
that Barry Ress did not convey away thess rights to cut the said
tivber and grass ungil 1944 and 1945,

In 1933 and 1934 property taxes on certain sections within
the township became delinquent. Pursuant to this tax delinquency,
the Treasurgr of tha State sold the lands at tiax gale. These
lands were purchased by the Forestry Department. The tax deeds
contained the following description of the land;

T. No. 1, R. 13, W.B.L.S., part of, being sections 1, 2, 7, 8,
13,14,19,20,21,22,23, 24,25, 26, 27,29, 30, 31, 32,33, 34,35 and 36,
according to a survey and plan of said township made and
returned to the Land Office of the State of Maine by Isaac

8. Small in 1842. §8aid described land with the exception

of a farm lot of 160 acres, more or less, in the southwest
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corner of section 31, is reputed to be owned by the
astate of Minnie Ross Holman and contains, exclusive
of Public Lot, thirtean thousand four hundred thirty-
seven aCTes, MOra or lm ;toot-o-unlo-ootqnogﬁ3'437,
All advertised and sold

In 1944 the Legiclature resolved to convey "all interests
of the State in T 1 R 13 W.R.L.8., Piscatagquis County, formerly
owned by Minnie Ross Holman,® to Harry F. Ross upon paymint of
back tages. - Mmﬁoﬂ!mmﬂmmm;«ﬁm
Ansued to mn using duu:l.puvg hngum d.dmuctl. ee thni:
m Mt .

Dosc the sta !Mntp:umuymthuuqhtmmt grm
and timber in T 1 R 13 W.B.L.8.7
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Thexe i mquutimhutthathns'hm sold the cutting
rights to timber snd griss on these lots: Thess Lights, once
conveyed, cmh-umiurdbyntrmfmfmehmsm |
The courts of Maine have long tacitly ‘accepted Yhis' fuct.

w 97 tim. 331, 333, 54 A. B4l t1903). :

This Question can be disposed of eanily by a simple anal.ynu
of t-.he ianguage in the tax deads of 1933 and 1934. Those desds
makammueno!thumuc lm;m!.smaza, urq!th.
grass and. timber on those lots. In view of thia, it ia !.muibh
to say that tht Btat. ever mamtrid such l.'i.ghtb.. o

‘Subssquent resolves of the Legislaturs are irvelevant to this
decision. %The essence of this opinion is the lu:quago of tho 1933
and 1934 dua-



Austin H. wilkins 3w July 9, 1970

Noxr doss this decision decide who presently owns the rights
in questions. That is a matter to be deturmined ameng the heirs
or transferess of Ross. This opinion only finds that tha State
of Maine has sold the right to cut grass and timber.on T 1 R 13,
W.E.L.8., Risgataguis County, and has not reacquired those rights
through. any of the transactions of which we are aware or set
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