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M~urice F. Wi'lli2'!1ls, ~-~11sioner 

·Leon V. Walker,· Jr., ,.saistant 

August 13, 

l'inance and Adminia•tration . . . . .. 

Attorney General 

Xnerea~• in Mileage Aliowance to State ~loyeea, Bffective Date of 

SYLIMUSi 

P.L., 1969., Ch. 468, enacting ~ increase. in payment of travel 
allowances of State employees which becomel!' effective October 1, 1969., 
doe• not contain any expr•••ed o:r: implied intention ·that the lncr•um 
payment be appliecl retrospectively to mileage perfotmed on and after 
July, 1969. · 

•• & S.L., 1969, Chap-ter 1·54, Section A, appropriates fund.• un4er 
the caption "S'tATI BNPLODIIS" u followas 

1969-70 J:970-71 
InoreuecS Jlil-.ge AlloW'ance 

All other $110,~00 $110,000 

Providu famda to inc~•••• 
mil•a.g• allowance to ten 
cents per mile for ata~e 
emplore-• an4 officiiala 

'l'hi• l• waa enAIC~ .a.a an ••rg-.nay measure wi~ the e:tfac:tive date of 
July l, 1969. 

I.L. 1969, c. 468 amending 5 11.a.s.A. § 8 increaainc;, mileage pay
ment• to ten ~ta a mil• w•• anac.ted wi tho11t emergency clauae and 
becomes effective Oet:o1-.i- 1, 1969. 

QUB8'l'IODi 

1. ·Does •• & s.L. 1969, ch. 154., at1thorize the ten-aent payment 
effective July 1, 1969?· 

2. If the anawer to question 1 ia in th• negative, can payment• 
at the lncrea■ed rate be·made retroactive after October 1, 1969, for 
mileage from July 1, 1969? 

ARSSBR 1. 

No,. see Opinion 1. 

USWIIR 2. 

Bo, see Opinion 2. 



O.DIXOi' 1. 

P .. & s.L., 1969., 'ch .• 154• appropriated for'thtl :fi~cal year 
1969-70 ~h• ,awn of fllQ,OOO to provide an,1ncr•~•• to ten cent• 
of the milea(Je allowance for·tra.vel by State employee•. \'he actual 
anuit.llll'llant -t:o payment. for: mileage., however, is provided 1n 5 M.R.S .• JL 
§ e. Thia saotion-waa am..Sed by P.L. 19691 Ch. 468, which increased 
t:11, ,a.l,~anc• per 1'111• from nine aenta to ten •. AlthQugh the appwp:r:ia• 
tion act wu paaeed a• an 91D9Z'CJ&nCY 'bill,. chapter 468 ·waa not, and iee 
prov1stoM, •~ not- in •~~-~, un~l ~to~ 1, , 1969. . Th• an...,_ to. ·your 
f41.'.~t .q~e,.tiop, then, .i•. th.a~. the. approprt•-tionll!I •t dou not a11thoi:ize 
payq1ent.. fJ:Oat. July . J.a.t. 

GPXIIIOit 2. · . 
. . . ·- -

· -A atatlia, muat be constrQed a• prc,apectivti.Qnl.y, unlea• the in-
tent to gtve it r:et:J:Oapec.tive ~feat 1• -s,reu.ly aeolared therein 
or ~~••ui,ly _Japli.ed . frOlt\ . the . 1anguage ••.a• 

Atty. Gen. Rep. 1959-60, P• 6811 

WoZicla of a statute ebould not have a ret:to~peattve ope.ration ·unleas 
they ~- .ao. alear, . a,t=ng and .~rat!ve that no otbu. meaning can be 
ann•ed to than or the Wgialat11zre•a inten~on caimot be oth•s:wi .. 
aa~af1e4. 

IP r• qgilfgrd water go,., 118 Ke. 367. 

P. a ,$ .• .L:. 1969• Cl'l, .. 154., ~priatea money for: va-.:toua State u•es,, 
one of 'Which i• ;l.ncreu~ mi.leage allowance fow State employe•. Set 
!oJ:tb i• the ao~t wblah may be expended in the fiscal yeu 1969 .. 70. rh•~• 1• nqthing f11~tb• -in, th• a.ct ~ indJ.qate any. leglal.ative intent .. 
that tlW .-onay be apent d11r:.lng any partic\11.ar perl.o4 of. that yau. 

, ... L., 196~, en. 468., .w~ enaatea aa a routiza" 1e;1aiat1.ve aeaaure. 
The'• t•·no expar•••ad dealuat:i,,I) contained. th•f•in to give it a.~etm
apectt:v. e:efeat no:r: are- the,;• i&ny convincing implications in the language 
u.Md to mal(e:th• Act •yt.htng l>Ut p:r:ospec;=tive 1._ it.a meaning. 'l'h• 1n
creaae 111 mileae-• allowance, then, cannot apply to t.dvel per:fo.rmed 
between J11ly 1, 1969 and Oatober-11 1,69. 

LVWJrimfe 

. . . 

LBOR V • WAumR,. JR. 
Assistant Attorney General 


