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✓ ;~ 
STATE OF·MAINE /-""/'· 

Inter-Departmental Memora_ndum Date· _____ J __ u=l..,_y_a ..... ,'---""1~96_ 9 _ _ 

" To col, Parker F, · Hennessey, Chief f 
From Richard ·S. Cohen, chief, Crim. Div. 

Dept. Maine state· Police· 

Dept. Attotn e y General 

Sul,ject Windshield requirements under Motor Vehic le Insp e ction L aw 

SYLLABUS: 

29-M.R.S.A.;, -§ ·21~2," provlding for inspectipn·of every 

motor vehicle regiater_ed . in · th_is. s~~te, req~ires . only··· those 
' . ' 

vehi~l-es: originally· equippeq ~ith a windshield.· £,ro~: tll~-- place . . . . . ' 

. :):.:_: /.: ··:·. . . ... 
of ma.nufactuie·. to haye a· windshield tn ord~r . t_o . qu~:l'lify for 

. . . ... . ., . '. 
• R • ' • ; 

.inspectiQn" ·under t;he ,Motor. veh.~cle Inspection.· Law_ • 
. . •. 

-: ' . 

FACTS: 

respon._ible _.for: _carry.in~ :~u~. i_~spe~tions· a~:-.-~~ ~~1. ni~to;r:· 
. ·, .·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . , . 

. . I , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

vehicles registered in this ·.-state·~· as :·to w~~tn,er· or ·not. a·11 :· : ·.: . . ,· . . : .·.. '· ·,·: ·-· . ,• . . ·. . ·.. ··: . . ' . 

motQr .-vehiqles· are required· .-~o' be. equ,ipp~d .. ~ith -~ ·.wf.ndsllield 
. : .· · . . · ·.·· . ' '.. ·.· · ... · ·.'. '. . : .. ·•, .. : .. · ' : . '' . . . ,. : . . 

and. in ·the· aitern~tive_·· if a).i. ~otor. vehiclee, a.re· not ·requir~d 

·1:0.·be_ .'~quippe~-wi~~.-: a'-~i~ds:h~eld·, ·:~h~t:'~~~o~--:··~~hi~ies·:.·_:~s.t --~·n' 
•. • • • • •. • •: • • I • ,' 

fact have·a windshi~ld. 
' . 

QUESTION !l: 

.. 
Whether Maine law requires .all motor vehicles to be equippad 

with a windshield. 

ANSWER: 

No. 

. .. 



........ 

Col. Parker F. Hennessey, Chief 
Maine State ·Police -2- July 8, 1969 

QUESTION #2: 

What motor vehicles· mu~t be eq~ipped with a windshield 

in order to qualify for inspection un~er. the-Motor Vehicle 

Inspectio~ Law? 

ANSWER: 

All- motor vehicles origin·ally equippped with a winds_hield 

at t_he place of· m~nuf~cture must have: a. -windshield for inspection 

purpos.es. 

OPINION: 

29 M.R.S •. A., § 2122 ·reads in part as ·follows·: 

"The Chief of the State Poiice shall require 
tw~ce each y'eat' that eve~y _vehicle' ~eglstered 
in thi~ state be • ins·pected ct.t an official 
inspection. station, duly .. app.ointed and certified 
as such by·the Chief ·of the·State Police.· to 
determine -t_he propex:· ad:ju~tment ·and sufficiency 
of the·· follow.ing- required equipment_:.·. Brakes, 
l;i.ghts, safety seat belts ·on '"1966' an.a·· sub·sequent 
models, running gear, wheels~ 'tir.es,- ·horns, 
g_lazing, ·mechanical winds~ield wipers, rear 
view mirrors, reflectors, .. exhaust system and 
body components. If,· at the time of ·such 
.i.nspection, the cc;,ndition of said vehicle 
co~forms in .each and every respect as_ required 
by law and the rules and·regulat1ons governing· 

. inspection promulgated by 1;:he -Chie~ of the
State Police, an official inspection sticker 
as a certificate of inspection furnished by the Chief 
of the State Police shall be pla~ed.in the lower 
left-hand corner of the windshield or in the 
center of the windshield back of the r~ar mirror. 
If said !_E:_hiclE:__.!,~_not norma!_!x..._~g_~~~~-~~~~~ 



Col. Parker F. Hennessey, Chief 
Maine State Police -3-- July 8, 1969 

windshieldL_the_certificate of_inspection .shall 
be ·kept wi-th the_registration_certificate_~f _the 
.Y~h!c l~ ••• 11

• 

It is clear from the above emphasized portion of§ 2122 that. 

the inspection law provides- for certain motor vehicles not to 

be equipped with a windsh~eld. -~hf!!refore, in order to qualLfy 

for inspection purposes under· the_- Motor .Vehicle In~pection Law 

only ··those mot~r_.veh.i,·cles originally equipped with. a. windshield . . -

from the place· of m~nu:facture must have !',-·windshield. 

RSC/p 

, • . '. 

•' .. •. , 

~s~~~ta~t:Attorney 6eneial 
. Chief, ·.crln\irial Divlsl(1)• 


