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June 10, 1969

Charles E. Wyman, Director Motor Vehicle
Jerome B¢ Matus, K-liltant - . Attorney General
Occuﬁauncy of Camp Trailers on Public Highways

SYLLABUS

No person or persons ihu:l.':l.' occupy a camp trailex while it is
baing moved upohn 2 public highway;

29 M.R.S.A. § 9358 prohibits a person or persons frem eccupying
a house trailer while the house trailei is being moved upon a
public. highway. You desire a clarification as to whether a persen
or persons may occupy a camp traller while being moved upon a

publie highway.

.. May -a person 4r persons occupy a camp traller while it.is being
moved npon a ?ublie highway?
y

ANBWER;:
¥o.

29 B.R.8.A. § 958, as enacted by the Public Laws of 1967 Chapter
245, section 16, reads as follews: "No person or pexrsons shall
occupy a house trailer while it is being moved upon & public highway.®
In analyzing whether a camp trailer is a type of a house tzailer,
we nust determine first the distinguishing characteristics of a -
house traliler. There are three criteria £or one of two types of
house trailers. 29 M.R.8.A. § 1, suhmtion 3-A, paragraphs A and B,
as enacted by ths Public Laws of 1967, Chapter 245, section:2, sets
forth the definitions of two types of house trailers.  We are inter~
ested in the typs of house tra:l.lar as defined in paragraph A. This
definition is as follows:

*A trailer or semitraller which is designed, con-
structed and sguipped as a dwelling place, living abode
or sleeping place, either permanently or temporarily,
and is equipped for use as a conveyance on streets and

highways;"
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Thus, the criteria for a house trailer is as follows;

Criterion 1: A house trailer must be designed,  constructed
and equipped ag -

A. A duelling place, ox
B. A iivin§ abode, or
3 alhopim plm po

(ciimm s mmo tn:l,h:mwbc uud m any of the
above purposes, BRither [a) permanently; or (b) temporsrily,

. Criterion 3: The house trailer must ba equipped for use as a
conveyahce on streets and highways.

The definition of camp trailsrs is set forth fm 29 M.R.8.A.
§ 1, subpection 1l-F, paragraphs A and B, vhich reads as follows:

“A. A trailer of single axle dasign but not over .
22 feat overall, including the hitch and rear bumpar,
used primarily or exclusively for vacation and recrsational
purposss. but not for mmua m; ar

"B. A tent trailer; being that type manufactured or
homemade, which consists of a platform, shell or bex, with-
means of attaching a tent pexmanently or temporarily to
provide slesping or temporary shelter, or both,  for vacation
oy rescreational purposes but not for buainess use.”

: Thus, camp trailers are of twa types, A trallex of asingle
axle design and a tent trailer. Both types are properly. included
within the definition of house tratler set forth in 29 M.R.S.A,

§ L, subsection 3=A, mmaphu. nthnymtnlmcﬂmuot
this m. of house trailer. :

Both types of camp trailexs are not alwvays dwelling places,
living abodes and sleeping places. Howsver, they will fall within
at lsast ons of these three categorien, thus meetiny criterion 1.

Both types of camp trailers are by definition to be used for
vacation oxr recreational purposes, and use in most instances will
be of a temporary nature. However, a temporary use msets the
second criterion.
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. Both types of camp trallers are -qu!.pped for use as & conveyance
on streets and highways; mnm-. they meet the third criterion
of & house trailer. Hence, camp trallers as defined fail within
the purview of 29 M.R.8.A. § 1, subsection 3-A, paragraph A.. Theres
fors, no person or perpcns shall cccupy a esmp trailer while it is
being moved. upon a publia highway.
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