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~¥v 
Austin B. Wilkin■, Commissioner 

Leon v. Walker, Jr., Aaaiatant 

April 11, 1969 

roraatry 

Attorney General 

Appoin~t. and Dlltie• of Forest Ranger• 

!'bi• 1a 1n reply t~ your amaorandml of :rebruary 27, 1969. 

SX'·'r'8US a 

The duty of fora•t range~• 1111d.er 12 M .. a.s.A. § 1302 to enforce 
all lawa.ralat.inCJ t.o for••t• ud foreat preaenation. 11 not lim­
ited 'bJ' the provisions of 12 M.a.a.A. § 1301 which pmvi4e for the 
appointment of forest. rangers "to carzy out aubcha~r• i1·ana x., 
section• 1302-and 1652.• 

12 K.R.s.A. § 1301 provides that, •ft• COlllliaaioner ahai1 
appoint forut rangers and •uch other field ahd ~fflce peraohftal 
aa in bia judgnumt iaay ba required to carry out aubahaptera II 
and x. section• 1302 and 1652.• section 1302 provide• that rangers 
"shall ••• enfoX"Ce all laws relating to foreata and fore■t 
preservation.• 

msua, 
Are the provisions o-f 12 M.R.S.A. §§ 1301 and 1302 in conflict, 

since i 1301 appear• to limit the appointment of rangers to.the 
carrying out of •eubchaptera IX and x, section• 1302 and 1652 11? 

'MOiii 

QUIJQI; 

The language 0£ 12 M.a.s.A. § 1301 cSoa■ not indicate any liDlita­
tion on the authority of the Commi■aloner to appoint forest rangers 
for the purpoae of carrying out the duties specified in§ 1302. 
Subchapter II defines the c::ompoaition of the Maine :roreatry District, 
and subchapter X concerns the tax revenues of the District. Rangers 
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have no de.fined dutl•• to ~ury out 1n connection with theae 
aub.chaptera. _Thay are directly concemed,. .. ~er, ~.th_.§ 1302 
and § · 1652, •inc• § 1302 l'ZOV'ide• that r11119er·• ■hall enforce 
all law relatiDCJ.to tor-.1:11 an4 .for••t P1'•••rv•t:1.on and i 1652 
is concemed w11:h :luriacliction of 'the District CGurta tn all 
JCO■acut:ion8 UDder chapter 215~ Section 1302 defiai:ltely 1ac1u4e• ·,he nbcb~ of chapter 215, li■teo in your Mmrandull6 within 

··tta pai:view. '!he •tbft law 11at:ed by rou are not ,artin•t t.o 
thl•. opf.nl•- . . · 

' .. ~ oonc:lu■ion l•• then, that. the provl•J.orsa of 12 N.a.1.A 
I 1301 dO not conf1lat with •oa• ot 12 K.a.a .a. S 1302. · 

Leon v. llallter,. 3r. 
Aaaiatant. ·&tQl=-Y General 


