
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



,, 
I I<eith L. Crockett, Asst. Comm. of Bd. 

Division of Field Services 

December 16; 1968 

Education 

John N .. Kelly, Aa■t. Atty, General Attorney General 

School Bue Seating ~quiraments 

Buses certified by the PUblic Utilities Ccmnd.aaion ~ 
used for·the tran■portetion of sohaol.cbildran to and from achool 
are not "aahool· buses" under:2911.a.s.a..· 52011. Bawevar, all 
busea uaed: to transport school children to and from sahool, whether 
or net they are certified by tha·Public Utilitiea Ccainiaaion, muat 
provide a minimum of one linear foot of seating space ~or. each 
ahild',uncSer· 29 M.a.s.A. 12011. . 

:ae■ponaibility for ccaplian.ae'. with 29 M.a.s.A. 52011 requirirMJ 
one linear foot· of seating-apace for ea.ab aohool child rests with 
the ltlUnicipality and.with .the ,_..on or cqrporation p~icling 
auah tranaportatJ.on. · · 

There 1• -no .statutory proviaion prohibiting :buau certified 
by the PUblic Utilities Ccmmiesion and used for.tranaporting school 
~ildren to and :erom school from diaplaying'achool bu• marld.nga 
~r 29M.a.s.A. 12011. 

Certain bu••• employed for the tranaportatian of school Qhildren 
to anci frcm ■chool and ·11aensed by the PUblig Util,iti• Cornmi1aion 
have allacJ•dly not ccmplied with the requirement■ unclu 29 M.a.s.A. 
52011 th~_t ~ linear foot of aaating ■pac• for aaeth child be 
provided.· ... · - · · ·_. · 

'l'hia Office racei:nd a raqu•t from Keith L .. Crockett, Aaei■tant 
Commi■■ioner of B4Uc:at1on, for an opinion u to whetluu: th• 
raqui~nte· of 29 x.a.s.A. 52011 apply to the ■aid·=•••• 

AP.IITX91S• 

1. DOH the reqdr'-nt in 29 M~a.s.A. · 52011, tJ:iat a convaya~• 
used to transport children to and frcm ■chOol must provide at l•••t 
one linear foot of ■eating apace for each child tranaported, apply 
to IN••• c,pe~atad by a ll\Otor carrier having a certificate of public 
convenience and nece•sity iaaued by the Public Vtilitie■ Ccnmiaaion 
under Title 35 when 1uc:h buau are used to transport achool children? 

..... 
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lteith L. Crockett 
Paga 2 
J;)ecember 16, _· ·1968 

2 •. · »o the requirement• of Title 20 M.a.s.A. 13561 place the 
re•pouibi1ity on the·echool cCllllld.ttee to provida a~t• •••tin; 
epace f<tr achool children transported to ·and from Hllool1 

. ' 

3 •. Are· bu ... certified by tbe PUJ,lie Utilities e-..1-.i1on ,1111.••r 
1'itle ·'3S· that ·er. uee4 to ,trane~ •chool chil4ren· tQ and fl'Cllll 
•ehool ·prohil:>1 tad. -tram carrying- · tb• , Yiaibl~ ina~kl-. , Of:~ , ·~1 bu• 
an4 wd,DI' flaahi*.r liWbta -de-.0~~- ~~ '111:le 29 H •• ,S..A~ . 120.117 

MMN• 
• 1 

1'. 

• ' I I ,r 

I • . • 

MMSWI• 

Qya.tioa-11. -T!tle 29 ~.~:.s_~A .. -,2oi1 ou~li~~ ~-_. requi~a 
for · markint'• · on· aahooi bu.eee.· end. ~the --.J.r-.pt.11 : tor'· echool .. buau. 
·z• tb• ·. fin,t . .PAnlfnph .ef that Met.ion the term ••chool · J::ni•11 ' i• 
defined.. BCiJWIWer" _the lat IMl\t.enoe .(>f the fint. s-ua,raph •t•te• 
.'u•'fo11-., . . . . . .. 

·: ~au .... opm:ated' by • JIO~r, e~ter -~Yiw., a .... 
c.iet'tificata: of .~bliQ ·c:oniten.lance, aincl.: neceas~ty 
iNUd• by- the· ~lie -Ut:11£ u,_. Canmi••~on. un4u· 

'• •'l'itle· JS, ·sectieftS -1501 . . to .1518;. ,wbieh .-.-.1y . · 
·; ·· with the nqu,irt11MD~• of tile canmiedon: iihall · 

swt lte NIJarded u ••ehOol bu11e•••n 
· , . ' ', : , · ., . :'. 

· PK'&graph three·• ef . 12011 •tatM .. _ •· . toliowl!S • 
.·. . : . . . "·,' .. · I • i .· : • . • 

''Ko municipality 11114 110 ·person o.r · c..,,_·at:4on 
employect by • municipality tO convey children 
to anct· tram aa'hool · may uae a convey..,. -"icdl 
p-fticlea .i••~, than: -. : li1a.tar feot of •••~119 
apac• · fa eacrh •~-- •~iJc,. •~.. · · · · · · · ...... · 
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ka•it:h L. Crockett 
Pap.3 
Dacabar 11., 1988 

·The --.. ••t:enae. hRIUlrlll\f · ._ linear foot of •••tintJ 
apaee for •ach ehild'trauport:e4 doN not ludt the raquiNDeilt 
tO, if 9c:9loo1 =••· • N · ,T.bffl_fore, ~ recpli.Nileat: applie■ to &ny . , 
eon,,_,ance uae4 to t:rauport •cdloo1 chilcU'en t:o .aJlCS from •ahool 
Whe'1ter ~ convey1111ee quali,11• •• a "eohool bua II unclar ... fiut 
par-,raph· o• liOll -~ whether it ta a conver••.· .rtif1ed Under· 
the P\IJ:»11c UtiUU.■:· Caaid.■.■ion 1U144tt ftU• 35 ·r•.ferred to· in the 

. lu.t eent.enoe of the • lint ~rawC'afh -of .12011~: ·. · .,,.._,_.., a11 · . 
vehl.olee w.ed to tnauport IIC'llool alu:14nn to .. -~ .-.ham. •obool 
mut cea.ply_with ·the- requirement ••t OM linear foot of •eau-, · · •P• • pmri4-d. ~ ·. •Mh •OhN-l 61.14 uanaportaa-~ · · : · . . . ' ' . . 

. . . oui1t1M II•.· . Inauff~•'-•~t-: f~u U'e 11~•te4 ·.s.n:·._ re,peatlDf 
memoi'andum to ct.te•lne · whO woulcl h.,,. the·. •1aa1 re•.-.ib!lity. · 
fer poll•.f.ftv• the on. liaeai' foot ••t111f nliuix.ent:.. 

. . ' . ; . 

ABMttuin IJ•. 1fo pnvi■ton ~- made la· the_·appUauJ.a aeati.,.. 
of_. 'litle· 29 ......... ~ Chapter 1·1 prob..lW.t1119 .&I.IN• aertified by the 
PUblic Utiliti• Comad.•e!on ud U•ed fo~.the -~lllblpOrtatJ.ora ol . 
achool dltldreia to •·114 1~- •eho.tl .... -41iip1-,.y1q ■dlool l:NII · 
maxkinp dNlgnate4 Udirr zt •~•••·A:• .12011. · · 

aam s •. m.r,y 
Aaeiatant AttemeJ' aeenl 
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