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Kermit s. Nickerson, Deputy 
. commisaioner 

Phillip·M. Kilmister, Asaistant 

December 9, 1968 

Education 

Attorney Gene~al 

Washington County Vocational-'l'eahnical Institute. 

BYJ:ffBUS: 

'l'he proceeds of a bond issue approved by r•f~rendum and ea:rmarked 
for the establishment of a vocational-technical iQ■titute in Washington 
County must be used ■olely for that purpose. 

QC;TS; 

By referendwn vote in November 0f 1967, the people-of the state 
of ·Mai~• gave their approval to a proposed expenditure of $650, ooo for 
the establiabm.at of a post-secondary vocational•technical institute 
to be located in Washington county. The it• wae listed in Ch. 188, 
t. & s. 1967 in section 6 •• followas "Wuhington County Vocational 
Technical Jnatitute, Bew Building ••• $650,000.~ 

. 20 M,R.S.A. § 2356 •• amended by P. L. 1965, Ch. 440 and P.· L. 
1967, Ch. 284, provide• for the eatabliahment _of regional technical_ 

·1 ·and vocational center■ by achOol administrative districts or unit•• 

!l'here ia no ~r••• statutory authority for the coerdlnation of 
vocational-technical training between the various adminiatrative 
wiit■ and post-secondary vocational-technical institutes. 

Rlll&TIQ!; 

May the State Board of Bducation approv• ~• eatablishment of a 
r~iona1·technical vocation•l center for secondary atudanta in an 
administrative unit in Washington County and utilize the proceeds of 
the bond i■■u• of $650. 000 to con■truct a post--aecondary vocational-:
tachnical residential facility on the,_. site aa the regional center 
•• either a wing or a aeparate plant and coordinate the administration 
and operation of both? 

AQWIR; 

No. 

OPDtIOBz 

Neither the Legislature nor the voters of Maine intended to make 
the eatabliahment of a vocational-technical institute in Washington 
County an adjunct to a residential secondary school vocational
technical center in said county. 



Kermit s. Nickerson •. Deputy -2-- Decembft 9; 1968 
cc,mmiasioner 

Th• newly prop0s.a waahington County vocational-Technical 
Jnetitute ie the late•t of a syatmn of poat-eeeondary in•tttutee 
enviaion•d by the l~uage _of _20 M.a.s.A. §.57 and§ 2356 as amended 
by P. 1,. ·1967, Ch. 284. Such 1n,tJ.tutes ar• not eetal)liahed to 
ser•• the vocational or tecllnical educational need• of the variou• 
achool admini•trative tmits throughout the atate. The initiative 
for providing technical and vocational educational trai~ on the 
•ec:ondary ac:bool level 1• p.laoed. in the vuf.011• aohool a ntatra~ 

.. tiv• unit• .ant! ta apacifically aet forth purauant to th4t tenaa of 
20 11.a.s.A. § 2356. (A to B) •• aawnded.by P. L .. 1965, ·ch. 440.,•. 

. We .reitei:at• the pi:tociple that in tha flret instance, the · 
Boud of Zduc::atdon ~ no tJQPliecl power to -•rv• oir coordinate th• 
ftmetiona of the- -nawly pi:oposa4 in·at1tute to m .. ~ the need• of 

.regional aecon4al:y technical .end vocational center•• 

.i, 

PBlS.r,tP M. la:UO:STIR 
A••ietant Attoi'ney G.-ral 


