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July 10, 1968
Col. Parker Hennessey Maine State Police
Richard B, Cohen, Assistant Attorney General

All Staxr Bingo

: "M.l Btax Bingo B qm ‘utilized by va:im mtan food
stms and advertised by various medims is not a violation

of . the cr:lninal statutas. o: the State of Naine because such
ganes. are ppocl.ﬂcanr exenpted !m eriminal cnaduet by virtuo
ﬂt 17 a¢ROSQAq s 1814- .

_&Eﬁl .- ¥

'ﬂm raquut. !or this opinion 1& bascd upon “311 star _
B!.nqo" which is essentially utilized by retail. foud sl:om
as promotional advertiging to induce customers to coue in to.
purchass products.  “All Star Bingo* cards, mid be available
at various retail stores, and participants would be gim
the card on request, without the necessity of making any
purehm or giving any other consideration for the card.
"Bingo numbers®, so-called, will be amnounced over television
or radio, and a participant who thereby marks five numbers
en his or her card, in a straight line, may win cash or
other prizes. One of the dietipetions, from the usual bingo
game, is that no payment or consideration of eny kind is .
roquirad from the participents.

1. Whether or not the. above adnrt,ts!.ng pramotion would
be a violatiom of 17 M.R.8.A. § 2301.

2. Vvhether ox not ths above “game” would be subject to
the licensure requirements of 17 M.R.S.A. § 301.

AHEWERS :
1. BNo,
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ETAIVIES s

. "Bvery lottery . . . scheme or davice of c¢chance of
whatever name or description . . . is prohibited . . .
shall ke punished by a fine of not less than §10,00 nor
rmoxe than $1,000.00 . . .™ 17 M.R.8.A. § 2301.

- "Hothing contained in this Chapter and Chaptexs 13, 27,
and 81 shall apply to or prchibit the conducting or operating
over talevision or radio or by newspaper publication with
audience or reader participation as directed by the spoensor
of any amusement, game or program, whether or not the same
involves the awarding of prizes or the element of chance,
provided the participents pay no consideration in cash ox
othex properxrty directly or indirectly for the privilege of
participatim therein”, 17 H.R.8.). § 1814,

"No person, firm, association or corporation shsll hold,
conduct or opsrate the mmisement commonly known as "Beano”
or “Bingo" for the entertaimmant of the public within the
State unless 2 license therefor is obtained frem the Chief
of the State Police. This Chapter shall not be comstrued
to apply to any other amusement or game nor to "Beana" or
"Bingo' eonducted during a resort season in dona fide resort
hotels for the entertaimment of guests rxegistered therein®,
17 M.R.8.A. § 301,

"All Star Bingo" would not be a violation of the above
refexred to 17 M.R.8.A. § 2301. A violation of this statute
requires three elements to be pressnt ~ a price, a chance,
and a consideration of a pecuniary walue. It is clesar that
from the above facts one of these elements is lacking, i.e.,
the consideration by the person or persons participating in
-the game. State v, Bussiere, 155 Me. 331 (1959).

Also, it is clear that no license would be reguired
urkler the abova quoted 17 M.R.S.A. § 301 sincs this is
not the amusement commonly known as "Beano” or “Bingo” which
are, in fact, games licensed throughout the State by the
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Chief of the State Police, wherein perxsons participating pay
a definits pecuniary conaideration in order to participate
in the expected rewards.

RICEARD 8; COHEN
Aggistant Attorney Genaral
Chief, Criminal Division
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