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Trooper Breen R. Savage 

J)aniel G. ·Lilley, Assistant 

July 8, 1968 

Troop "A" - State Police 

Attomey General 

Violation■ in Dealer Re9istration Plab!a. 

FA.CD• 

·'l'he following opinion· _is based on a faatual ei tuation involving 
an apparent borrower of a truck with dealer plate• for the purpoe_e 
o~ moving houaehold :!urni■hinp. 'nae operator of the truak at 
the -time it was ■topped by Trooper •~•n·savage wa■ neither the 
holder of a.dealer regiatration·plate., no,: an anployee of the 
deal•~ who m~intained _the dealer regiatration plate• on the truck. 

QUllaioU PMSQTll>t 

(1) Xe. a.·violation of tbia section enf~•able under tbe 
crim.aal law?· 

(2) Who- ia criminally reaponaibla fo.i: a violation of 'l'itle 
29 M.R.s.~ •• 336? 

uzsgas, 
(1) Yes. 

(2) 'lhe dealer or holder of a transpo~er registration 
certificate i• charged with criminal re■ponaibility under any 
violation of 29M.R.S.A. 5 336. 

OPillIOlf: 

Title ~9 M.R.S.A. S 336 lays out the various violations 
regarding motor.· vehicle dealer ragiatration.pi.atea. ·While th~t 
particular section does net provide any penalty, a violation 
of·that·section of Title 29-appeara to ccna under the general. 
penalty section found under Title 29 I 2303. The general penalty 
section provides for a fine of not less than $10 nor more than 
$100, or by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or by both. 
A violation of Title 29 Section 336 can therefore be enforced 
in the criminal courts and . there is no requirement found in the 
statute ot handling the matter before the State Dealer Board 
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prior· to ~ny c.rJ.mi.naf·~nf.o~em-t.' Renae, a violation of 
Section 336 can be handled eithei.- in the ariminal a01-1rta or 
before the State Deaier Boa~d. or be~n·ooth tribunala. Xt 
is noteworthy that under Title 29 5 334 there i• a apecifia 
pi-ovi•ion that in the event of a conviction of a dealer.or 

·hOlder of a traftapc,rter regietratlon certificate,· thia matter 
·may be br0'1ght be:tbre the btiu-ing- cC111ai1eionu· for the purpose 
of determinine) ·wtaethe~· 0-¥'' nou . a euapen■iOb' ' O_. revocation "Of 
:~alex: ·platd; ehould ·be _ef,ect.a·. · · · · 

; , 
1
' _] l , ~ ! • \ • , ; ; , , • , '. • , ; , ' I • I ~ • • I ,• I • ; : • 

·' · A 41AlriC · or b9141&: o! · a : vaneporter 011· r99istratJ.'on 
certificate ie ·th• ·responsible~ party ,in·.the ·arim1na1 ·c::ourta 
for v!Olatioa. ·of :any of the 1.tmitatione: set out 'isnder··S 336. 
ln moat c:aeea, a peraon·s.t.gm.119 the .appl:t.cation ·for dealership 
would~ the:. •ame··pe.rsoa Who would be ,:,eaponaible for violations 
of thi• aect:ion.. · 

DMIIBL G, LILLBY 
Aaaiatant Att~ General 
Criminal Diviaion 
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