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i«>nald E, Speers, ~asior.eJ: 

May 1-t. 1968 

Inland Fisheries and Game 

Attomey General Leon v.- Walker, Jr.·, &sa.t.atant 

Power_ot Coutal and :tnl~nd wardens to Bnforce Wetlands Control Law. 

SYJ,J,MV§t 

Both Inland Pisberies and Game wardens and coastal wardens have 
the pow• of ahei-i_tf• and the ~•r to enforce tbe Wetland.ff Control 
Law. 

Th:i.s ls in. reply to your man10 of May 8 concerning coastal and 
inland wu:4ena acting to p:coaecute violations of the wetlands control 
Law. 

QYE§tlQN;-

flle qU..:!st.ion you ask ie whether, when taking such a violatoJ: 
before a District Judge. the w~rden is acting as a Warden er aa a 
private citizen. · 

ouma MP UPMi 

In.addition to the p,wer given by 12 M.a.s.A. § 2001 to enforce 
all lawa relating to inland fisheries and game, a 1961 amendmnt to 
that· section veata inland wardens with ·the same powers and duties 
throufhout tze several counties u aheriffa have in their reapect:lve 
counties. 

Coastal.wardens have the power, by§ 3652 to enforc:e all laws 
and regulations relating to aea and abo_re fisher:l.oa, _ but ao not by 
·specific enactmeni: have the same powers as sheriffs. However. 
§ 2003·providus ". _. ~- coastal wardens are vested with tbe 
powers of inland fish and game ward.ens." 

Since inland wardens have.the same powers as sheriffs, and coaata'l 
wardens have the powers of inland wardens, :i.t is our opinion that 
coastal wardens have the same powers as sheriffs. and that both 
classes of warden• bave tbe power.to enforce the Wetland.a Control 
Law. 

LVNJr./eb 
cc : Ronalci Green 

Ri.~'hard Parka 

Leon v. w.:.lker, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 


