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Barch 29, 1968 

BollOrable Josepb Swall 
State senatorJ Nnobscot coanty 
Jaa•a w. Sewall Campaay 
Old 'l'OWn, Jlaine 

J»arhllator_.._11: 

Yo11r letter um.t.:r: date of Nareh 1, 1968 addressed to 
Genenl Bmin relative to the tr•n•kr of urban renawal plamling 
aasiataDce under the jariediction·of the Departaeat of 
Economic J>evaloplll8Dt to the newly created State Planni119 
Office ·has been :r:efernd to - for aDawer. 

. A• you were the aucceas~l sponsor of the recently enacted 
-"Maine State Planning Act• it is unnecessary to cite the 
~"lrio11s provi.eiona of said Act in detail. To qw,t• froa 
your letter ~tim, yo11 state that, •.It was my intention 
that the urban renewal assi:atance presently readered by the 
Departmant of Bco110mJ.c Developaent and the related pere_onnel 
.involved ill thtl a.ctivity be t:aansferred to the State Planning 
Office." 

~u have aaed ~ queationa :celati~ to such transfer: 

gu.eatipa fl: ~• the language of•~ L. 1967, c. 533, 
.. ction 4 accompliah this pm:poae? 

· 1,n,nr: Yes. 

gyestion f2: Xa the effective date of planning and 
arban remrwal per80DDel transfer between· the · two departaeats 
April 26, 1968? . 

Answer: Y••• 



March 29, 1968 

Opinion: In subsection 8 of aection 451 of · 'l'itl• 10 of 
th• Revised Statute• of Maine,· it ta provided thae the Divi•ion 
of Re••rch and Jllanning of the J:>epartment of Economic 
Development ahall be eapowarecl to rend•r planning asaiatanae 
to Main• regions and m1.1nicipalitiea, iacluding urban renewal 
projects. · 

10 11.a.s .A. § 451 (8) •mpow•red the .Divi1io1l of R••-~h 
•~ •lanning within tb• D.B.D. toi 

-&saiat 1n planning and executing any 
public or p~ivatAI projeot·involving federal 
grant• or loan•J adviee., conf•'° and othexwi•• 
coc;>perat• ·with municipal planning boarcta,. · 
.agenaiea., officials, oivia and other groups 
and citizens in mattera relating to ·11rban renewal., 
.zoning, ancl planning ralati~g to schools., houaing, 
health, lane! u•• controlsJ ••••••ment and taxation, 
and ot:Jwr objeotive•J initiate., encourage .and 
aaaimt local planning boards and other municipal 
agenci•e anc! official• in-regional planning 
and urban renewal,... · 

The above,ta0t-1 •ub•ection 8 a• well a• aUbaeation.s 6 and 7 
of 10 M.a.s .A. 451 which -.powered the Division of ae1earch 
and Planning ot the D .B .D. to establish a •11aater Plan II for 
th• Stat• of Maine and to act a• the over-all coordinating 
agency of the 8tate of Maine in matters relating to the 
physical development of the state., were repealed by 
·••ct:Jon 2 of •• L. 1967, c. 533., aaid repeal to ta.Jc• 
•ff•c~ •• ·of April• 26, · 1968. · 

P. x.. 1967, c. 533 entitled •Maine State Planning Act• 
embodies the function• pr•vioualy ascribed to the Department 
of Bconomic nevelopaent relating to planning assistance aid in 
the a:z:ea of urban· r:•-.1• 'l'he repeal of aubaactiona -6., 7 ancl 8 of section 451 of ~itl• 10 of the Revised Statutes was a · 
.nec•s•ry step ~d•rtaken by t~ lagialatu~ toward .... u.m.i~~.ion 
of duplication of departmental services in the field of 
planning aaaiatance for 111."ban nnewal. The fact that 8\lCb 
aaaistance is to become a future function of the newly created 
State Planning Offic::• is beyond doubt. 



Joeeph Sewall March 29., ·1968 

Paragraph thne •t section· 4 of P. L. 1967., c. · ·533 entitled 
"Transfer of feraonnel _and Bqdget• reads as foll.owe: 

•~• appropr:iation reqge•ta 0£ the Depar:t
aaent of Economic Developaent, o.r actual 
•PPropriationa, Which cov•r the position• 
or- relate to. the .supplying and •llPPOr-ting 
of the position• fen: .plann:ltl.9 •••iatance 
to. Maine reg.ton• and nmnicipalitiee are . 
transferred with th• position■• . · 

t f s 

Th• ~n4e~lined 841ntenc:e pr.vent• any doubt tha·t the 
legialature intended to transfer the func~iona of planning 
••~i•tance for mwucipaliti•• and urban renewal from D.B.D. 
to. the State Planning Offi049. ~• noted above, the _effectlve 

J date o~ auch _transfer is April 26, ·1968 or •• soon thereafter 
a, i• p.i:acticable. 

JIIIS/al~• 

very truly yo1.1ra., 

Phillip M. Kilmister 
Ae■iatant Attorney General 


