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'1 I'. A. Milliken, As■istant Director 
Planning, Research & Programs Aaai■tance 

Robert G. Fuller, 3r., ·Asaistant 

March 13, 1968 

Economic Development 

, Attorney General 

Authori·ty o:f DBD to acc,t l'edaral funds under Ped,ral Houaing 
Act of 1954, Titla ·vxx, 701. 

DSi:U• 
In 1956 the Stat• of Maine first applied to pa.r:ticipate 

in_ th• so-called 701 p:rogram o~ urban plamung undttr th• 
.Pederal H011aing Act c,f 1954. Deputy Atto.r:ney General Jam•• 
Glyrin .J'roat on Narch 19, 1956 a111:hor•d an opinion atating 
that the laws of the Stat• · of Main• permitted the Daparrtraent. 
of DevelopMnt of Xndustry and Commerce (th• statutory predec:•••or 
o:f· the J>epartaent c,t Baonomic l'>a,,.lopment) to make such 
·application. · 'rhi• opinion has been updated from tim• to time 
at the requeat of Federal officials (sN., .LS.a., opinions of 
thi■ office date4 3gne 22, 1956J sovemb•r 1, l963J July 27, 
1965, and March 10, 1966) and another "updat•"· baa been 
requested. · 

9VIIZ:Z:QI: 

Xe th• Department of Bconomic J>evalopmant qualified to 
act aa an applicant for Federal Aaaiatance to local planning 
u.nder the Pederal Housing Act of 1954., Title VII, § 701? 

NtiDl\J 
Y••• u~til April 26, 1968. 'l'hereafter., ti. proper depart

mant to make such application on btlbalf of the Stat• will b• 
the Sta~ P.lamung Offic:e, 

RUIA• 
For the aourc• of· DBI>'• authority to apply for and accept 

Pederal fu.nd.a under th• cited statute., a•• the opinion of this 
of£ice dat•d July 27, 1965 and the atatu.t•s and previous 
Attorney General opinions to whiQh reference is therein •4•. 
That opinion will remain in affect until April. 26., 1968. On 
that data., Me • . •ublic :taws 1967, ch, 533, will becom• law. 
'l'hia chapter aboliahea the planning functions of the Diviaion 
of aes•roh and Planning in the DBD and transfer a the State•• 
planning function• to -a newly-c:r•~•d Stat• •Janning Office. 



p. A. Milliken March 13, 1968 

'the P""'•rs of the State Planning Offiae include the. po:w•r 
to u. • • ass.tat in planning and executing any public: or 
private project involving _grants or loans; advise, confer · 
and otherwise c:oope~t• with municipal planning boards, 
eg•ociea, officials, civio and other groqp• and eitizane in 
matters. re_lating to llrban resiewal, zoning and planning relating 
to school■., housing, hea;lth, land uae controls and other . 
objeotives.,ff Me. Plibliq Lawe 1967, ch. 533, § 1. Thia 
power is aimilar to the power form•rly inherent in the 
Divtaion of Reaeawoh and l'l.nning~ comare. Ne.· Rev., $tat._ 
AM., Tit • . 10;, § 45;:a. (8) (1964).. . · 

· Ma·. Pl.lblic x.awa 1967, ch. 533, § 1 also ·atateas · -"F1.mcia 
from the Fadera:1, Govamnutnt; or from any individ.11a;·~,. folandation, 
or-corporation •Y be accepted by the· Stat~·Planning Office and 
expend-4 for pttrpo•s consistent with thia chapter. 11 

Robert' ·G., Puller, Jr., 
Aaaiatant. Attomey Gen•ral 


