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Allen G. Pease, Administrative 
Aa•i■tant 

Phillip M. Kilmister, Assistant· 

January 29, 1968 

Executive 

Attorney-General 

Possible conflict of salary provisions relative to Chairman of the 
Liquor camniaaion a:• set forth in P. t. 1967, c. 542 and P.&S. 1967, 

c. 228 

PAC'1'S1 

'l'he 103rd Legislature, meeting in apeoial seaaion, enacted 
P. & S. 1967, c. 228 into law which~ inter alia, contained an amendment 
to 28 M.R.s.A. § 53 that provides that tbe salary of the Chairman of 
the State Liquor Commiaaion 1hall be $11,000 per year. 'l"hia Act 
will become affective July 1, 1968. The Legislature via the terms 
of P.L. 1967, c. 542 amended Title 2 of the Me. aev. Stat. by adding two 
new aections thereto numbered 6 and 7. Th;l.s bill provides that the 
Governor and Council are authorized to adjust the salaries of various 
unclassified state off .i.cials and employees. It is expressly provided 
.by the terms of P. L. 1967, c. 542 that the Governor and council may 
authorize payment of a maximum salary of $13,500 for the Chairmanship 
of the Liquor Commission. The terms of P. L. 1967, c. 542 will become 
effective 90 daya a£ter adjournment of the Legislature·, approximately 
two months prior to the effective date of~. & s. 1967, c. 228. 

QYES'l'ION I 

Does P. & s. 1967, c. 228 Which becomes effective on JUly 1, 1968 
and provides for a ba~e salary of $11,000 per year for the Chairman of 
the state Liquor Camnission repeal by implication the provisions of 
P. L. 1967, c. 542, which becomes effective prior in time and which 
provides that the salary of the Chairmanship may be adjusted to a 
mB:Ximu:m amount of $1~,soo by the Governor az:id cow,,cil? 

ANSWER.a 

No. 

QPI.NION1 

The recently enacted section 6 of Title 2 of the Revised Statutes 
(P. L. 1967, c •. 542) ~ovides a comprehensive listing of certain un­
claaaified state officials and employees and the maximum aalaries Which 
they may be eligible to receiye. The statutory language of section 6 
states with clarity What the .maximum.salary figures of the various un-

y· clas■ified officials ~ay be. 



·•· 

·.r 

Said language reada as follows, 

11Notwiths tanding any other provision 
of law. the Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the· council ; is authorized 
to adjusta" (Emphasis supplied.)-

Ineofar as the maximum aalary figures set forth in P. ·L. 1967, 
c. 542 (2 M.R.S.A. § 6) ~onflict with existing maximum sala.ies which 
certain state official• are entitled to by et:atute, exi&ting atatutpry 
maximum salaries would be repealed. we· do not believe that any 
irreco~11able conflict exists a.a a result of the_passage of P. ts.-
1967, c. 228 and P, L. 1967, c. 542 in regard to the salary.of the 
Chairman o~ the state Liquor·commiseion however. · · 

As of .ruly 1/ 1968 the Chairman-of the--state Liquor Commission 
will be entitled to a minimum ba•e sal-.ry. of $11,000 per year. He 
is al.$0 entitled to an inc_rease in salary in ·any amount in exceae 
ol this baee salary up to an amO'lmt not exceeding $13,500 ahould 
the Governor and counc:il see fit to authorize said additional can• 
pensat.ion. 

We believe. that the above-designated acts may be read together 
harmoniously to mean that the Chairman of the Liquor Commission is 
enti-tled_ to a minimum annual salary ·of $11, 000 per year, and a 
possible max~ salary of $13,500 per year._ 

PMK/mf 

u'11he enactment by a legislative assembly 
of two or more acts upon the sanae subject 
matter creates a presumption that. the.acts 
Which were born of the same legislative 
mind were actuated with the same policy, and 
were intended to-coexist to attain by their 
mutual operation the object of the legie­
lature •••• 

"ffie enactment of two statutes upon the 
same subject at the same session was h~ld in 
itself.to be an indication oft.he intent of 
the legislature that both acts should have a 
coterminous opera~ion. 

11 In the absence of an irreconcilable conflict 
between two acts of the same session, each will 
be construed to operate wJ,.thin the limits of its 
own terms in a manner not to conflict with the 
other acts." _Statutory Construc~ion by Sutherland, 
3rd Ed. Vol. 1, Section· 2020, PP• 483-484. 

Phillip M. Kilmister 
Aaaistant Attornev General 


