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Insurance 

Attorney •neral 

Rewording of Ma1na Standard -J':l.re Policy 

FAC'l'S1 

· ·Th, question has !)een raised as to the extent that the wording 
of the JIB.1na atanm.rd fire policy, as set forth in 24 M.R.S.A. § 1402, 
may be-phy■1cally altered or reworded when printed 1n a partJ.cular 
contract fozm. : The circumatancze• · that have been· ·responsible for 
raising thia ·question involve the•• of 'the stan4ara·.policy within 
the framework of so-called ".multi-peril• or "optional-per.t.1• 1n­
.suranc:e covera~• .S.n Wh_1dh fire lnsuranc:e, as well aa other typ•· 
of·insurance, are .t.neluded. 

QUBSf!OB1 

May the wording·of the •Maine stand-.,rd·pol:Lc::y" t,e physically 
altered or reworde4 when printed in a contract fora, Whether aa a 
stra11Jb,t fire insurance· policy oc included ~·a •multi-pe~il •• 
paclcage? 

Al·l fl.re insurance policies on prope,:ty 1n the State of Maine 
must l)e of the atatutory torm· -an4 whether· or not such· :fire insurance 
is written as ~ part o:f a "iaul ti-peril.• policy- or not 111 immaterial. 
(i4 11.a.a.A. § 1401, 1955•56 Atty. aan. aap. at). 

1'.ttle 24 a.a.a.A .• · § 1401 states that 111b f1re insurance 
00lllPa!W' ahall 1aaue fire 1nsuran~e policies on property in thla 
State,· other than those of the •-~ndard fom set forth ·in 
section -1402f except as follow.••••.• 'lhis ls interpreted 
to mean that the aec:tion wording lat forth 1n 24 M. a.s .A. § 140.2 
muat be·. adhered to exactly except as might be otherwise specifically 
provi&!t4 for 1n Section 1401, Subsect1<m• 1 - 7 .• 

'.l'be firet exception set forth :In section 1401 reads a.a follawsa 

11 l. What may be printed. A company •Y 
print on or in its Policies its name, · 
location and date of incc;,:rporation, the 
amount of its paid-up capital stock, 
the names of its officers and agent•, 
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the number and date •of the policy 
~. it! it 1a laeued thzough an agent, 
the word•, ·• Thia pollq, Shall not. M 
valtcl unl•• countersigned .tty the duly 
authar1se4 agent of the COlll'•DY at•.• 0 

i'b1a exception ctoea hOt· atttJDPt, to authad.&e "t;ha altei:atton or varia­
tion o! any 01 the wor4ing that 111 r8'\lil:'84 to Ille. in _the ■tanclarc.t· 
policy by Sec.ti. 1402. ft 11erely allow• the lnaert1on of certain 
information· in. spac,es t.bat. were .pz:ovided 1n. the . standatd _pol,j.cy_ 
fo.- fcnr_ aum P~•••· · 

", 

"2 • .- »e•crlptlon of property inaured. 
~ cc,iapa.ny may print or uae. in its . : . . .. 
polleiea, printed. fcma• of cleac:ript1on 
and speclf1cat1on o~ the property tnsurea.• 

'l'h1• pr:ovia,l.on l• ee1f-explanatory and, without :further dl•cusa.t.on, 
lt.. may be concluded· that.1t dee• not authorise ·the alteration of 
any of the warding 1n the •tand•rcS. poliq-, IJ1at. merely-authorl~aa 
the ff,11.t.ng in. of J:111l11U. · ·. 

Bxception_ Jfu.mJMrr l read•• 
"3. Authcu:.1.sed b'lf J.aw, charter, 4e4ucti))le 
pgl£cie1. A.OOll)&ny lnco~porated or foi,ne4 
·ln th,1.a, St•t• 11&:v: pi-i~t ,n ite. polic:i••· •'11. · 
provi■.\OUWhlch it t• authOriaed or reql,lired 
by l•, t:o 1n•ert therein •. ·Any GC'lltif•llY not 
.t.neoxporate4 or !one~ in ~• Stat• 1111yf 

. w1 th the appi:oval o~ the ocmntissio~,. . eo _ 
prl.nt any. proria.t,ons requ.ue4 by. lta ·. 
charter or deed of settlement or.by the 
lava of 1ta awn state or country, not 
·contrary t:o the laws of thia State. The 
commis■toner.shall require.any provis.t.o~ 
Which, Ion. hta opinion" modif1•• the 
contract of 1naurance 1n Buch way aa 
to -affect the quea,tion of lo••, to be• 
appended to the policy by a •lip or 
rider. 'l'he:0011111ie•1onar llliaY authorize 
the issuance of deductible Policies, 
i.e., pol.t.c,ea under which the insured 
agrees to bear the lo•• up to an amount 
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specif1a4 1n the .1>0liq,, and under which 
he contract• for indemnity againat a lo•• 
1n excess of that amount.~ · 

This section authoi-bea a 001QP&ny to prlont certaf.n add.U:1onal provi­
••ione 1n its polic:lea, . l,1,1t 1t doe• no~ 11uthorl11e anyr pbyalcal alter­
a t1on of the wordl.n9 of the etan$lrd pOliq,. 

Bxceptton·•-1>•r 4· readaf• 

•4. alaDlc.a filled in p.-int o.r wr1Un,. 
'l'ha l>lank.• · in sa.1,d standard fom may be 
filled in print ox wr1t109. 11 

' -BxceptiOn l1'urloer 4 Cl$81:'ly allows a aompany to fill ln'bl•nk• u 
PJ:'OVided in tlie etanda&"d_poliQy but 01Nioualy doe• not authorize 
thfl. phyalca1 v•z-iation· or alterat.t.01i of any· of the wordin9 of the 
standard pol-Sey... . 

Bxc:apt,t,,on ~ 5 ·eta tea ~• follawa 1 

"»·• :Provialou adding to or J8041fylng 
standard. form,. A mmpa.ny ••Y vrJ.te uponl 
the ·marg-.-&,n or aarosa the face of a 
policy, o~ write, or pa:A.n.t: in type not: 
•mailer than.8-polnt, upon aeparate 
at.a.pa or rl4ers to lte •~~dhed. thereto, 
provt•~- aadtng to 0~ snod1~1nv ~-· 
conu,.ine4 in the • tandard ·. form. · All 
such •ltpli, ridere and prov.1..aiona must 
be·aignecl·by the officers o.r •~~t of 
the eo111»•n¥ so uain9 them." . 

'l'he manner of lllk.Lng mdiftaatt,ons· authorised by thia exception mar 
1Dlf1118Stlonab1y be u•ed by •n inam!ance OOlll.PllnY. · zt .t.e •1Vn1f1cant, 
hclwevu, .that the exec>tion . dQaa not extend to· all.awing phye.t.cal 
altarat.f.on :of the pr.inte4 wording of the standard fire policy but 
merely a1law• margin printing, over-printing aero~• the face of 
the fonl, or the ue·of separate al,pe or riders. 'lhe pol1cy­
ho1der, coneequently, would have an O.PP,Ortunity to compare the 
printed mater.t.al contained 1n the ■tandard policy witb the 
-terlal talat night be vr.itf:• ift.1:Jie 11m:9in, aero•• the face of 
the policy ar: aet forth upon aeparate slip• or r.ldera. 
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Bxcept1on llumber 6 provides as follows, 

•6. Words • Haine standa~ policy' • A 
company may print uprm pol1cie• isauac:I 
111 c:om,pl.t.anc:e w.t.tb the prec:edJ.ng provi­
sion• of thia .aection. the "WOrds ·•11a1ne 
atanda,;4 poltoi,•. 

It ta felt that the .PJC'OV1Sions of th~e eX'Ception are elear and tllat. 
cU,•OIIBsion ther~f 18 not. . nec:=ee,sary ~ . . · . 

bcepti.on ·ti.Umber 7 states as foUowaa 

••7. •.lr•t page rea:n=•nCJed for other 
·data. The flrat s>a9e of the atandard 
fire J.nearance PQlicy may, · 1n forri. 
aPPh)Ve4 by•the OOl!llli••ionei:, be 
r...-rangecl to provt4e.space ._, the 
1.Uting of amounts. of· inlluraaoe, rate• 
and premiums for tb e baetc. coverages 
or peril• .t.nsurad. under endot•eaente 
attadled~ and •uch other data .a• mai, 
be. c:oraveniently tiiclud.ac!~ ~lice• 
tlon on daily report• !a;' off1ae.reoordlt. 
Caa,pan1•• orgamisecl uru!er' the.. ~· Of. a 
COW\:try other than the VnJ.ted State• m&J' 
execute tbeii' pollcie■ in.the· nauaea of 
thtia Unltecl States rea14ent Officer• whose 
poa1tiona correspond to tho~U!I · of aec:retary 
and preaident. • 

It l• atgnt.f.taant that th.t.s axoeptlon authoriaea ~ rearrangipept 
~f data on the flr•t page of the stlU)dard fire ina=ue• policy · 
rather than authorizing.the.alteration or variation of any" ·o1 
the wording. of the atandard· ··pol.lay.. ~aequently • thia exc~ptioia 
1111■t be interpreted to allow only the rearrangement of •terial 
on the !ront page of the standard polS,cy .when aucb 1s 8.pl)rovea . 
by the Jnaw:ance Ccnmlaa.1oner. Jt cannot he used u authority 
to physically alter or reword the wording .of the standard policy .. 
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ln auanary, then, it ts our ·opinion that the word.l.ng-~of the 
Maine atandar~ policy m~y not be phyalcallf altered or_r.rdad 
by an tnauranae COIIIPilnY_Whether the atan~d policf 1a uaed alone 
or as a. part of a ••multl•per11° pa(S(age. 

!t ts felt that it ahould be obaeived at tbl.• point that th.t.a 
op1n1Qn.A,a not &ntenae4 to be a <101qpl,te analysis of either of the 
two seatJ.ons of· the ,t.ni11aange code .U..C\Ul"d herein,. but that it 
1• intended to 41•cua•: only the •pacific .-,atieia to Wh1dl the 
opinibn z:eiat.e•• · · · 

Harry B. Star:brandh 
Aaalatant. At~rney -~eral· 


