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Harold B. Tral'l!IY, Acting Insurance 
Commissioner 

Harry B. $tarbranch, Assistant 

November 13, 1967 

·insurance 

Attorney·oeneral 

FACTS : 

This is in reply to the aemorcU1dum frcm the Division of .Fire 
Prevention, dated Roveinbe~ 3, 1967, in which essentially the follow
ing tuestion I.a posed r:egard1n9 8 M~R.S,.A. § 161, Which is entitled 
•Ltcenses -and feesu, 

QYPTI(l!1 

D~a the laat paragraph of 8 M.R..S.A. S 161 apply to all build
ings usad for danc:ing pu.rposea or only buildings u■ed for public: 
dancing purpoaee? 

QfIPJICIJ• 

The aforementioned 8 M.R.S.A. S 161 •tatea u follow■, 

"No l)lblic 41Ds•1 at which minors are 
a~itted shall l)e held in any pavilion, 
hall or other building■ unlea1 there ahall 
be on hand at all times, when such gancea 
are being held, an officer of the law., and 
unless there shall be inlsuch pavilion, hall 
or other building separate toilets for men 
and wamen. Thia· pa:t"&CJraph ahall not apply 
tq dangas conducted by and for atµaents in 
either public, private or s'tate-owned school 
buildings or municipally-owned buildings. 

11Any building or part• thereof used ,m. 
mai,11c 4ansina purpc:,aea, either habitually 
or occasionally,· shall have posted at all 
t.i,mes Qt dllJlcing a proper licenaa Obtained 
from the lnaurance Cmmnisaioner. 

"Application for said license shall be ma4' 
by the owner of the building to the Insurance 
Canmissioner and upon receipt of such appliea
tion tlhe Insurance Caxrmiasioner aha11 inspect 
or cause.to be inspected such building as to 



) 

it■ $11trancea, exits, fire escapes and 
auuctural arad fire safety. If as a 
r~ault of such inspection he is conv1nc:ed 
that tbe specifications provided are fully 
ccapliec! with, and that. such building or 
parta thereof' are·in accordance with the 
law and. regulati••• he may issue · a lioaua 
on •ai4 building Cgr dlPQ,lpq J!UOPIM, which 
liaenae shall name the.owner, and~-- of the 
hall, location in ·the building of t.b• s11DR1. 
IDil and the c,apac:lty fQI' d!P)SiDS• 

•such licenae shall cover 111 dyging in 
·aa14 l>uilding oz: parte thereof· as atated on 
the license. All·. 4Bft01ng licenses iaeued shall 
expJ.:r:e:December·Jlet ~ each.year unl••• aoonar 
revoked. · 

· .. A fee of $10 shall be fixed by thlt Insurance 
Conaia•ioner and ■aid fee shall be credited to 
the Diviaicn of :fire Prevention to help defray 
expenaeli · of inspection.. ·No.· fee shall be required 
for the inapeci:ion of public, pr1Yate or atate
owned aahool buildtn!i•· ot municipally-owned 
building■• 

· •nie Insurance Cc:illlndaaienez- shall pramu]JJate 
tha necuauy rulaa an4 refUlatJ.ona •:r•l~tiva to 
tbe·fini proteetion,: fire preven~on and. 
atruct11ral•acc::icten~·prevent:l.on governing·•uc:h 
l:nlild.1119•., 

· •110 'building or any part thereof uaed· .f.tE. 
411,s;ipq puQ?QI•• shall have le•• than 2 mean• 
of eqreae, ae remote u possible from•-= 
other,, .. to t.be outeid•·· of·: the building fZ"CD 
the dancing area." . (Bmphuia · 9UJ'Plied) 

• t. wauldappear toba clear·that''the tirst paragraph of the 
aforementioned. Section 161 attempts to·regulate public dance• only. 
Paragraph two, ""1.ich relates to lictenaing., alao, affects· only those 
'building■ or parts thereof that are used for public dancing purposes. 
We then find it·evident that paragraphs ·three and :four refer to the 
••a licenae· described in paragraph two. And, paragraph five refer• 
to the. license fee to be charged in conjunction with•the aforementioned 
licensing. Paragraph eix then·refers to rules and regulations to.be 
prcmulgated by the Insurance Ccmmi•sioner covering bUildinga that· 
were previously mentioned. 



We then cane.to paragraph'ae'V'en, the last paragraph of 
Section 161, and the queetion at hana.. · 

Under the 4Qctr1ne of Bjusdem·Generla ••.••general words 
do not axp~n or amplify parti,ic:ulu_· ~xm• preceding them, . but are 
the11aelve• hl■tr1cted ar&d·explained by't:be particular teJ:ma, general 
term.a wbicb.follow·speeiflc -one•. are.limited or restricted to tho•• 
specified,, ~d _w.t.11 not include any_ of the claa••• auperiQr to that 
to vh:l.cb the p~:loular wm'ds . belong. . . 'l'he general words ~ are deemed 
to .have baen.uiliec,t., not to t!ui'wi&a ex~nt: which they might bear if 
standing alene, but a• relat.ed ~·word•~ znore def~n1te anc1 part
icular meaning w1 th ~1ch they are uaociated • • • • " (83 c. J ~s., 
Statutu, 5 332,b·~) 

l'ollowing. ~- eet~ll&hed:, cSoct~ine~ ,'1;.hen, it 1~ felt. that. the 
tem. '!dancing~· .. uaec! i~ i:he · la•t· paragraph of section 161. doe• not 
meu·all.danc:lng bUt la llmitad to public dancing. Accot'dingly, 
the lQt parag~aph of. •eat1on 161 .ahOl.lld be construed to mean that 
no buJ.lcliilCJ-~ any.part.thereof u•ec1 for JNJ;tlig danciinq purpoaea 
shall. have .1•••.-t:ban •··••• of ecJ~~~• _et.cl •. (Bm~~•upplied.) 

,·./:-

Harry•• Starbranch 
, : As•i~_tan.t. Attorney General 
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