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Novelllber 13, 1967 

Harol.d E. ~ahey., .... Acting_Jnsm:ance 
. Commissioner 

Insurance .... -~ ...... _ 

Harry. -•···-·Staa:branch,-- Aseis-tant Atto~ney General 
' . 

.Definition of Private Clul>. 

fllis is in reply to the memor•ndum f~om . the »1 v_,. .ion of 1'1re 
Prevention, dated Bovember 1, 1967, in Whtdl thei following question 
1• posecl'. It would appear that this questJ.on relateri to 8 M.a.s.A·. 
§ 161, which 1s entitled 11L.t.0enaea aru1 fees", although such 1a not 
stated 1n the memorandum itself •. 

QUBSTlOJf. 

llhat is a private club? 

., 

CorpUa Juris Seeundum in part defines clubs as £ollowe1 

11Wh1le the word • club• has no very 
definite meaning, it may be defined 
generally as a voluntary association 
of persons fo:r: purposes of a soc1alr 
literary, or political nature, .er the 
like •. A blub·is a definite.association 
organized for an indefinite exietence1 not 
an ephemeral meetinf for a particular 
occas1on, to be lost 1n a crowd at its 
dissolution. 

•'lbere are various kinas of cl~s. An 
unincorporated members• club 1s a society 
of persons each of whom contributes to the 
funds out of Which the expenses of conduct­
ing the society are paid.· An unincorporat~d 
proprietary club .t.s one whose property and 
funds belong to a proprJetor who ~sua1ly 
conducts it with a view to profit,· the 
-members, in consideration of the payment 
by them to the proprietor of entrance 
fees and subscriptions, are en~itled to 
make such use of the premises and property, 
and to exercise such other rights and 
privileges, as the contract between them 
and the proprietor j ustif iea. • • • • •• 

(14 c.J.s., Clubs, § 1) 



) 

· . COrp\18 · Juris secundum goes on to state 1n part that "a 
proprietary clw, may in its natuxe be conducted by either an 
incU.vidual, a partnership, a voluntary association, or a 
eorporat1on.M (14·c.J.a., Clubs, § 2) · . . 

It would consequently appear from the aforementioned cita­
tion• that a clw:,,'or indeed• private clul>, la a voluntary 
organization, · e.t.tber 1ncorporatec1 or· untnc:orporated, formed fo: 
the purpose&' of a social~ ·literary, 02:" pol£tlcal nature, or the 
J.lke,-'Whteb may -be of a proprietary character and conducted with 
a. v1ew to pro!lt. Accord~J.y,·. it would appear that •a. private. 
eluJ:>• would not cone within the purvJ.ew O! the aforementioned 8 
N.a~s.A. § l:,61. 

8118/eh 

Barry If .. Starbranch 
Assistant·Attorney General 


