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Bdwarcl c. Hinck.lay, commissioner 

Phil.lip JI.. Killllister, . A:saistllnt 

Main• Xndtan Bousing Authority Law 

October 18., 1967 

Indian Affairs 

Attomey General 

A recent opinion o~·thia Office rendered ,on s•t..:ber 15, 
1967 held that~ -iM Indian Rousing A.11thority Law,. whiab 
ineorponttta almost in toto ~ t4maa of the Maine HQua.f.ng 
&uthoritl•• Act, did not glw N■eJ:Vation Boaaing Authorities 
the authority to develop and openata water and •••r ayatema 
•• part. of bouaing projects. fll• 103rcl Legislature, meeting in 
special aeaaion., enacted Chapter 497_of the Public Law• of 1967 
•• an a~t to Ned.on 4735 of 'title 22 of the Revised Statutes 
which rted• ae fol1G11•1 

QUISJIQli 

"22 a.a.a JI.. § 4735. &rea o~ Operation. 

"mi. area of opexation of an authority 
ia within the tarri torial 'bowidarieia of 
the r•••~t.10l\ for which it i• created. 
llsb •MbEitr 1, IIFUFl4 52 censtryg\;, 
4m.\sm, mat• •o4 a&aa1n water 1nsJ 
pewer •x;1tJPM S? ippyp that l!!ISMIM .,,, 
•mt llllli' l!m&•• IP ID&llle!J.• to the 
bee•&asr Pm1tst. • (Bmphaai• supplied.) 

• Does the above-quoted atatu.tory. amenc!aent eawc,wer r•••mtion 
BoaaJ.ng Autborit·l•• to aon■tr1act, develop and o'perat;• water 
and ewer eyateau? 

MSQBs 

Yea .. 

QIDfJ,OI: 

ln our opinion of September 15, 1967 we anawerecl the above
stated queation in the negative. 'l'he thrust. of our opinion was 



Edward c. Hinckley October 18, 1967 

that. reservation Housing Authorities bad only tho .. ~rm which 
.Maine Housing Autboz:iti•• po••••aed 11nder tha tema of the Main• 
Housing Authorities Act. 30 11.a.s .A. § 4551-4775. · It waa 
pointed out that Naine Housing Authoriti•• and hence res•rvation 
Housing Authorities wen· authorized to provide sewers and water 
••rvic:e in conjunction with eatablishing ~ousing projeata. It 
waa further emphaaized however that t.he tta:a:ma ••••r•• and •s••r 
•Y•t-• and "wate,: eervic~•- and ''water ayatema• wen not 
ay:nonyiaou■ .ana that neither.Maine Housing Authoriti•• nor 
r•••~Uon Boaaing Autho:c-it;:J.•a w•r• emp01Werec:1 to con■t:r1act and 
operate "water ayatem.•• or "•.,.r syatel'lie. • 

~t the Legialatgr• intended that reservation Housing 
&uthorit.iea ba empowered .U) pz:o.vide, · operate., and matntain w•te~ 
and ..,.r 1yat•• .au an adjunct to th• ccnetruction of ho11aing 
proj-=its could harily t,e more cl•rly manlfeated. The la119uag• 
0£ tbe above-quoted amendment ·which beca• effective on October 2, 
1917 apeaka ~r lt .. lf and Nqa:l.ne .no furthu elabo:r:at.lon in 
regard to legi•latift intent:. 

IIIK/elf 

Phillip M,. Xilmi•t•r 
A••istant Attorney General 


