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s. P. norrance, Asst. Director 

Leon v. walker, Jr., Assistant 

Octob~r 2, 1967 

Agriculture, DAI 

Attorney General 

P.t. i967, Chapter 31 - Distribution of Stipend Fund 

Thia is in reply to your memorandum ot·.september 26. 

subject law amenda 7 M.~.s.A. §_62, by includi~g ·the: 
owner. of .the ba~n~•-• racing track at Gorham aa a recipient 
of the. stipend· ~d .. for reimbursement fOJ:" fac.t.litr blprovemen~s. 
This law becomes effective on . October 7. · 

,. • I 

Yo~ h~v• two ~••tiona: 

1. I~ ~•eting_the •at.BM,~• fo* facility improvements 
set by the comnia~ioner• will expend:Lt~r•• Qf fMd& pric>r to 
October 7 be counted? 

• I • • 

It is_our ~pinion that ,uch exp~dtture~ cannot 
be con■idered, ■ince there ia no retroactive provision 
in the law .• 

. ' . . . 

2. Will the r•imburaement payment which .otb•rw:lae. might 
be due ... tQ. the .. owner of said track. -~or l .967 be. reduced :i,.cauae 
the law baa been a'pplicabla to ·•uch owner for only part of a 
calendar ye'!'r? 

. Except. tha,.~ the improv:ement,. must• have been. mad~ 
·bafor,_ th~ end of the calendar year, time ia not an 
element in considering eligibility for reimbursement from 
tha.Pund •. The queatiora.ia whether the owne~ baa. improved 
its racing facilities anC, has met. the standards ·for . 
facility improvements set by the coamisaioner. · .Tbua,. if 
Gorham obt~in• a atandard from t:be commi■aione~ for .. 
improvement• for 1967, and actually -~•t•. -au.ch. standard 
before the.end of the year, it is our opinion that it is 
eligible for reimbursement equal to that of the other 
recipients. 
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